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A Secret Service agent 
assigned to Vice President 
JD Vance’s security detail 
has been placed on admin-
istrative leave during an 
internal review into al-
leged leaks to the press, ac-
cording to CNN. 

One source familiar with
the matter told the outlet 
the action was taken after 
the agent was suspected of 
providing information for 
an MS Now story detailing 
Vance’s planned trip with 
his son aboard a Marine 
Corps helicopter to a golf 
lesson. The outing was 
later canceled because of 
severe thunderstorms.

According to the source,
the report drew scrutiny 
from the Secret Service, 
FBI and White House of-
ficials, who were upset 
that operational details 
about the vice president’s
travel had appeared in the 
press.

A second source con-
firmed to CNN that inves-
tigators identified an indi-
vidual who is believed to 
have leaked the informa-
tion. 

The agent is now under 
review by the Secret Serv-
ice’s Office of Professional 
Responsibility, according 

to the first source. It re-
mains unclear whether the 
investigation will result in 
administrative discipline 
or criminal charges. Secret
Service officials have not 
confirmed any changes to 
Vance’s security detail. 

The development comes 
as the Trump administra-
tion has stepped up its ef-
forts to crack down on 
leaks to the press.

Earlier this month, four 
New York Times reporters 
received subpoenas order-
ing them to testify before 
a federal grand jury as part
of an investigation into re-
porting about security fea-
tures aboard a new presi-
dential aircraft gifted to 
President Donald Trump 
by Qatar. 

Times lawyers said the 
subpoenas from the De-
partment of Justice cover 
a time frame well beyond 
the news articles in ques-
tion. 

“Two of the subpoenas 
seek records beginning on 
January 1, 2026, long be-
fore the events that are 
purportedly the basis for 
the Department’s investi-
gation,” lawyers for the 
Times wrote in the letter, 
according to multiple re-
ports. “That timeframe 
strongly suggests that the 
Department is using this 
investigation not to focus 

on any purported concerns
arising from the July 8 and 
9 articles, but instead to 
forage for information 
about the Journalists’ 
source relationships more
broadly.” 

In January, the DOJ is-
sued subpoenas seeking to 
force testimony from re-
porters at The Washington
Post and The Wall Street 
Journal. The subpoenas 
were later withdrawn, ac-
cording to reports.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Alexx Altman-Devilbiss at 
aaltman-devil-
biss@sbgtv.com.

By Alexx  
Altman-Devilbiss 
Sinclair National Desk
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Report: Secret Service 
agent on Vance’s detail
put on leave amid probe

The Town of Bel Air’s for-
mer administrator, Ed Hop-
kins, was the municipality’s
highest-paid official the 
year before he left the office, 
according to payroll data 
obtained by The Baltimore 
Sun.

In fiscal 2025, Hopkins 
earned a total gross pay of
$170,577 with no overtime, 
data showed. Salaries in the 
town run on a fiscal year ba-
sis. The Sun has not yet ob-
tained Bel Air’s pay data 
from fiscal 2026, which 
ended June 30. 

This year, Hopkins, a life-
long Bel Air resident and 
former town commissioner, 
resigned from his position
as town administrator after 
commissioners told him his 
service to the town was no
longer needed. He was ap-
pointed to the position in 
2022. In fiscal 2024, Hop-
kins had earned the town’s
second-highest pay with a 
gross salary of $158,149. 

The town attributed 
Hopkins’ pay increase to 
merit step and cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments. During fis-

cal 2024, Hopkins — and all 
town employees — received
a merit step and a 5% living
adjustment. In fiscal 2025, 
they all received another 
merit step and a 3.5% living
adjustment. 

The second- and third-
highest earners in fiscal 
2025 were police sergeants 
Henry Marchesani and Ser-
gio D’Alto. Marchesani 
earned $157,782. Of the to-
tal, he earned $38,724 in 
overtime. D’Alto earned 
$147,836, including $31,003 
in overtime. 

During fiscal 2025, the 
Bel Air government paid 
122 employees across nine
departments about $9 mil-
lion, a 7.4% increase from 
fiscal 2024, when the same
number of employees were
paid $8.4 million. Overtime
pay totaled $762,255, or 
8.5% of gross pay. 

Of the nine departments, 
the police department spent 
the most on salaries, with 
49 employees earning a 
combined $4.5 million. Al-
though the department paid
out more overtime than 
other departments,
$571,884, overtime pay de-

creased from the previous
year by over $56,000. 

Public Works was the 
second-highest department
in gross pay, compensating
its 38 employees with a 
combined $2.5 million. The 
department’s overtime pay-
out increased by almost 
$70,000 from fiscal 2024, to
a total of $188,276. 

Among the lowest-paid 
town employees in fiscal 
2025 were Bel Air’s town 
commissioners. 

Mayor Paula Etting 
earned the most among 
commissioners, with 
$6,000. Commissioners Ste-
ven Chizmar and Jake Tay-
lor both earned $4,800. For-
mer commissioner Mary 
Chance earned $4,200. For-
mer commissioner James 
Rutledge earned $4,000 be-
fore he resigned from his 
role in October. Commis-
sioner Gavin Hanley, who 
filled Chance’s seat, ended 
the 2025 fiscal year earning 
$600. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Shaela Foster at sfos-
ter@baltsun.com or 443-
826-5894.

Report: Formertownadministrator was 
Bel Air’s top-paidofficial infiscal2025
By Shaela Foster

Maryland motorists are
paying the highest gas 
prices in more than a year 
as fuel costs continue 
climbing, with the average 
price of regular gasoline 
increasing nearly 30 cents 
over the previous week, 
according to AAA. 

The statewide average 
reached $4.17 per gallon on
Thursday, up about 4 cents 
from $4.13 a day earlier.
Prices have jumped about 
36 cents over the past 
month, when the average 
stood at $3.81 per gallon. 

Compared with a year 
ago, drivers are paying 
more than a dollar extra 
per gallon. 

On the same date in 
2025, the statewide aver-
age was $3.12.

Maryland’s average also 
remains above the national
average of $4.09 per gallon, 
which rose about 3 cents 
from Tuesday and about 15
cents over the past week. 

“Prices will remain ele-
vated through most, if not 

all, of August,” Anirban 
Basu, an economist and 
chairman of Baltimore-
based Sage Policy Group,
said. “Not only is this the 
summer driving season, 
but global oil markets are
coming to terms with the 
notion that the war with 
Iran will linger for weeks 
to come. Oil prices have 
surged back above $90 per 
barrel, which means that 
another set of gas price in-
creases will be sprung 
upon already inflation-
weary Marylanders over 
the next few days.” 

Other fuel grades posted
similar increases in Mary-
land. Mid-grade gasoline 
averaged $4.74 per gallon, 
up from $4.71 a day earlier 
and $4.48 a week ago. Pre-
mium gasoline rose to 
$5.07 per gallon, compared
with $5.03 Tuesday and 
$4.81 a week earlier. Die-
sel reached $5.40 per gal-
lon, up from $5.35 the pre-
vious day and $4.97 a week
ago.

Although prices have 
climbed sharply in recent 

weeks, they remain below
the record levels set dur-
ing the summer of 2022, 
when Maryland’s average 
price for regular unleaded 
gasoline reached $5.02 per 
gallon on June 14. Diesel 
peaked at $5.99 per gallon 
on June 11, 2022. 

AAA tracks fuel prices 
across Maryland’s major 
metropolitan areas, includ-
ing Baltimore, Annapolis, 
Frederick, Hagerstown, 
Salisbury and the Mary-
land portions of the Wash-
ington metropolitan area. 
The organization did not 
identify a specific cause for 
Wednesday’s increase in 
the statewide averages.

The rising prices come 
as many Maryland families
continue summer travel, a 
period that typically brings
increased demand for 
gasoline and can contrib-
ute to higher prices at the 
pump. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Todd Karpovich at tkar-
povich@baltsun.com or 
on X as @ToddKarpovich.

Maryland gas prices rise 30
cents since last week to $4.17
By Todd Karpovich

The Baltimore Animal 
Rescue and Care Shelter 
took in more than 300 birds 
from a Highlandtown 
neighborhood exotic ani-
mal shop following an in-
vestigation, a Baltimore City
Health Department repre-
sentative confirmed to The 
Baltimore Sun.

Baltimore’s animal con-
trol office responded to a 311 
complaint last Friday about 
a business — Loros Exoticos
Baltimore — with unsani-
tary conditions and ill birds, 
BCHD said. 

The office investigated 
the shop and removed 47 

birds that required immedi-
ate medical care. Over the 
past week, animal control 
staff removed hundreds of
birds from the business, the 
representative added.

The large number of ani-
mals forced BARCS to con-
vert its training area into a 
medical triage space, ac-
cording to a BARCS Face-
book post. 

A BARCS spokesperson 
told The Sun all of the birds 
now have rescue placement 
and none of the birds are
available for adoption 
through the shelter. 

The National Aquarium 
was on hand to assist with
the removal of the animals 
from the exotic bird store

Wednesday, a spokesperson
told The Sun.

As of Thursday, the 
aquarium is holding eight 
animals representing five
species of concern, includ-
ing critical population 
status or frequently de-
tected within illegal trade, 
for a mandatory quarantine
period at its animal care and 
rescue center, they added.

Loros Exoticos Baltimore 
wasn’t immediately avail-
able for comment.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Bridget Byrne at 
bbyrne@baltsun.com. 
Contact Christopher Scar-
glato at cscarglato@balt-
sun.com or 443-900-0371.

By Christopher Scarglato  
and Bridget Byrne

A Baltimore County man 
was sentenced Thursday to
over a year in prison for brib-
ing a Baltimore official toavoid 
paying personal debt, costing 
the city more than $145,000, 
according to a news release 
fromthe U.S. Attorney’sOffice
for the District of Maryland. 

James Carroll Erny Jr., 55, 
of Glen Arm, was sentenced 
to 13 months in prison, fol-
lowed by eight months of
home confinement, for brib-
ery. Erny pleaded guilty in
March topayinga formerBal-
timore City official at least 
$25,000 inbribestoeliminate 
his personal debt, including 
unpaid property taxes and 
water bills. 

According to court docu-

ments, from December 2019
toAugust2023, Ernyroutinely 
paid bribes to Joseph
Gillespie, a former Baltimore 
City Department of Finance 
employee, inexchangefor de-
laying or eliminating Erny’s
debt. 

ErnypaidGillespie incash, 
handing off envelopes con-
taining as much as $1,000
while the former city em-
ployee worked at the Abel
Wolman Municipal Building. 
Sometimes, they would meet
inthe men’s bathroomsoErny
could pass Gillespie the cash. 
Ernywould alsopay the bribes
through Cash App and Zelle. 

Gillespie, 35, was found to
have accepted bribes from
multiple Baltimore property
owners. He was convicted in
February and sentenced to

four years in federal prison, 
followed by three years of su-
pervised release. In total, his 
schemecostthe city$1.25 mil-
lion, with Gillespie himself 
pocketing more than
$250,000. 

Erny also admitted to
fraudulently obtaining CO-
VID-19 relief loans, taking
$996,240 from the Paycheck
Protection Program and at-
tempting to take $100,000
from the Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program. 

Attorneys listed as repre-
senting Erny in court docu-
ments did not immediately re-
spond to a request for 
comment. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Bridget Byrne at
bbyrne@baltsun.com.

By Bridget Byrne

Glen Arm man sentenced to over a 
year for bribing Baltimore official

Over300 birds rescued fromBalto. 
exoticbirdshopafter investigation

Spotted lanternflies, the 
pests that have infested 
Maryland for eight years, are 
shifting their populations 
across the state as increased 
predators, effective manage-
ment techniques and com-
munity reporting play a role 
in their presence. 

Although scientists dis-
agree whether the bugs are 
on the decline within the 
state, they agree that the lan-
ternfly is mostly harmless to 
humans, pets and plants, 
some trees excepted. 

The spotted lanternfly was 
first catalogued in Maryland 
in late 2018 after it crept 
across the Pennsylvania bor-
der into Harford and Cecil 
counties, said Michael 
Raupp, an emeritus professor 
of entomology at the Univer-
sity of Maryland who studies 
invasive species. Raupp said 
in an interview with The Bal-
timore Sun that the pests are 
declining in those areas, 
mimicking a pattern seen in 
eastern Pennsylvania, where 
the spotted lanternfly was 
first recorded in the United 
States in 2014, he said. 

“As with many invasive 
species, what we see is once 
they reach these high levels 
in the invaded realm — in this 
case Pennsylvania and sev-
eral other states here in the 
U.S. — the indigenous natu-
ral enemies’ populations in-
crease and begin to cause de-
clines,” Raupp said. 

Pathogens, predatory in-
sects and birds have all begun 
to feast on spotted lantern-
flies over the past few years, 
debunking the previous idea 
that the species had no native 
predators. 

“Mother nature’s hit 
squad” is taking its toll on the 
pest, Raupp said. 

While they largely re-
mained solely in northern 
Maryland for many years, the 
invasive species crawled like 
a “slow-moving tsunami” 
into every county across the 
state, Raupp said. It will take 
some time for heavily in-
fested counties to see popula-
tion declines, but Raupp is 
optimistic, he said. 

Not everyone is so san-

guine. 
While some researchers 

like Raupp say there has been 
a decline in population in 
northern Maryland, the 
Maryland Department of Ag-
riculture’s spotted lanternfly 
coordinator Jessica Boyles 
told The Sun it could be an 
artifact from a lack of report-
ing over several years. 

During the pandemic, the 
department stopped asking 
people to report spotted lan-
ternfly sightings in Harford 
and Cecil counties because of 
the overwhelming number of 
submissions they were re-
ceiving from the area, Boyles 
said, but recently resumed 
the effort to take reports from 
the areas around Harford and 
Cecil counties. 

However, Boyles said she 
suspects the data might be ar-
tificially low due to residents 
becoming accustomed to the 
lanternflies. 

“I’m hoping that once I get 
some more data I can back up 
a decline, but at this point, I 
cannot,” she said. 

The lanternfly continues 
to flourish in Central Mary-
land, with its population in-
creasing from last year. 

“Populations in the future 
kind of ebb and flow depend-
ing on different environ-
mental conditions and preda-
tor pressure,” said Madeline 
Potter, a faculty specialist 
with the University of Mary-
land Extension’s Home and 
Garden Information Center. 

Additionally, a surprising 
amount of the invasive spe-
cies are popping up in South-
ern Maryland, Boyles said. 
While she predicted the state 
would see higher numbers of 
lanternflies in the region this 
season, she said she herself 
was surprised by how much 
the population grew. 

Pesky, but not dangerous 
In late July, spotted lan-

ternflies transition to their 
adult phase. Raupp described 
the time of the year as “a sea-
son of evil” as the bugs grow 
larger and more apparent. 

But the bugs are largely be-
nign, annoying residents 
through their “honeydew,” 
the sticky, sugary substance 
the bugs secrete as they feed. 

Honeydew facilitates the 
growth of a fungus that can 
kill the plants it sits on by 
blocking photosynthesis. 

So far, few Maryland trees 
have died from the spotted 
lanternfly, however — the 
tree of heaven, an invasive 
species that the spotted lan-
ternfly counts as its primary 
source of food, and small wal-
nut seedlings, Raupp said. 

The bugs do pose some-
what of a threat to agricul-
tural sectors as they feast in 
vineyards and on other 
plants, but the damage seems 
to be less than in previous 
years, Raupp said. 

Boyles said while spotted 
lanternflies do not pose 
threats to humans or pets, she 
still encouraged people to re-
port sightings to the depart-
ment so they can monitor the 
species. 

Eco-friendly mitigation 
strategies 

Some methods and home 
remedies Marylanders have 
used in an effort to remove 
spotted lanternflies from 
their property render ineffec-
tive and ultimately end up 
harming the environment, 
said the University of Mary-
land Extension’s Home and 
Garden Information Center’s 
Potter. In most cases, pesti-
cides, sticky bands and 
homemade solutions do 
more harm than good, often 
impacting species other than 
the spotted lanternfly, she 
said. 

“Just because a chemical 
product is available or offered 
doesn’t mean it’s necessary,” 
Potter said. 

Potter recommended 
stomping on the bugs rather 
than using a pesticide or 
something similar, though 
she noted that there is not 
evidence that “stomping sea-
son” significantly reduces 
populations. She also recom-
mended gardeners put nets 
around plants they want to 
protect and remove any tree 
of heaven plants on the prop-
erty, as that is a lanternfly’s 
primary source of food. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Nicole Pilsbury at npils-
bury@baltsun.com.

The spotted lanternfly has emerged as a serious pest since the federal government confirmed 
its arrival in southeastern Pennsylvania five years ago this week. MATT ROURKE/AP

Are spotted lanternflies on the decline 
in Maryland? Scientists can’t agree.
By Nicole Pilsbury
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