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SCIENCE & MEDICINE

A new variant of COVID-
19, dubbed cicada, is less sus-
ceptible to vaccination and 
appears to discriminate based 
on age, scientists say. The 
variant appears less threaten-
ing to older individuals, pre-
ferring young people instead. 

Cicada, formally named 
BA.3.2, is a mutation of the 
omicron COVID-19 branch 
that first appeared in 2021. It 

has been spotted in 23 coun-
tries and in wastewater from 
25 American states, accord-
ing to reports from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. The 2025-2026 
COVID-19 vaccine provides 
the least protection against ci-
cada, and while infections in 
the United States are cur-
rently very low, reductions in 
testing may mask its true 
prevalence. On the other 
hand, reports show that ci-

cada’s severity is also fairly 
mild, compared with other 
strains. 

In Maryland, with the win-
ter flu season waning, hospi-
talizations dropped from a 
seasonal peak of 1,442 in early 
January to 133 for the week 
ending March 28 for COVID-
19, influenza and respiratory 
syncytial virus or RSV. Ac-
cording to the Maryland Res-
piratory Illness Dashboard, 
20 state residents died of CO-

VID in March, compared 
with five from flu and one 
from RSV. Deaths topped 40 
in the state for each of De-
cember, January and Febru-
ary. 

Kids are five times more 
likely to be infected by the ci-
cada variant than other ver-
sions of the virus, data shows. 
Amateur COVID-19 tracker 
Ryan Hisner, a schoolteacher 
from Indiana, said youths18 
and under are five times as 

likely to get cicada, making 
u63.4% of Cicada cases, com-
pared with 11.9% of all other 
strains. 

Hisner publishes his data 
on X and X-substitute site, 
XCancel, and has gained re-
spect from researchers like 
Jesse Bloom, an evolutionary 
virologist at Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Center in Seattle. His-
ner is the first source he looks 
at each day for new informa-
tion about the disease, Bloom 

said in a release on the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical 
Center news webpage 

“Ryan has an almost ency-
clopaedic knowledge of the 
virus,” Bloom states. “It’s re-
freshing to see someone who 
is so up to speed on the litera-
ture — more so than any other 
‘professional’ I’ve ever met.” 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Karl Hille at 443-900-7891 
or khille@baltsun.com.

What should you know about the COVID cicada variant?
By Karl Hille

Artemis II crew names lunar crater after Carroll Wiseman, late wife of Reid Wiseman

In a lighthearted moment, 
Artemis II astronauts proposed 
naming two newly identified 
moon craters — one for Carroll 
Wiseman, the late wife of Cock-
eysville native astronaut Reid 
Wiseman, and another for their 
Orion spacecraft, Integrity. 

“On the near and far side 
boundary, and sometimes visi-
ble from Earth, the crew sug-
gested an unnamed crater be 
designated Carroll in honor of 
Reid Weisman’s late wife, Car-
roll Taylor Wiseman, who 
passed away on May 17, 2020,” 
the NASA mission blog states. 

Wiseman wept as fellow 

crewman Jeremy Hansen ra-
dioed the request to Mission 
Control, and all four astronauts 
embraced in tears. 

“Such a majestic view out 
here,” Wiseman said once he 
regained his composure. 

The names are provisional 
for now. After the mission is 
completed, NASA will submit 
the crater name proposals to 
the International Astronomi-
cal Union, an organization that 
governs the naming of celestial 
bodies and their surface fea-
tures. 

Carroll Wiseman, a native of 
Virginia Beach, worked as a pe-
diatric nurse practitioner in 
Norfolk, Virginia, and at the Na-

val Air Station Patuxent River, 
in St. Mary’s County, according 
to her obituary. The Wisemans 
have two daughters. 

Mission Commander Reid 
Wiseman, a Baltimore County 
native on his second trip to 
space, has led the crew several 
thousand miles past the moon 
before circling back toward 
Earth. 

Together, NASA astronauts 
Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover 
and Christina Koch, as well as 
Canadian Space Agency astro-
naut Hansen, have now trav-
eled farther into space than any 
human in history. Integrity 
reached a peak distance of 
252,756 miles from Earth be-

fore turning back towards 
Earth. That tops the Apollo 13 
record by 4,101 miles. 

Their Monday wake-up call 
from Mission Control included 
a recording by Apollo 13 com-
mander Jim Lovell, who 
wished the crew well in a re-
cording made two months be-
fore his death last August. 

“Welcome to my old neigh-
borhood,” said Lovell, who also 
flew on the first lunar visit, 
Apollo 8. “It’s a historic day, and 
I know how busy you’ll be, but 
don’t forget to enjoy the view.” 

The Artemis II astronauts 
carried Lovell’s silk patch from 
the Apollo 8 mission. 

“It’s just a real honor to have 

that on board with us,” Wise-
man said 

The crew observed a total 
solar eclipse during their flyby 
on Monday as Integrity passed 
through the moon’s shadow, 
giving them bright views of 
Mercury, Venus, Mars and Sat-
urn. From an altitude of 4,067 
miles above the surface, they 
also had opportunities to see 
the landing sites of Apollo 12 
and 14, reminders of NASA’s 
first age of lunar exploration 
half a century before. 

The astronauts also man-
aged to capture Earth above the 
moon’s surface, while provid-
ing a running commentary to 
scientists back in Houston on 

their view. 
Lessons and observations 

from this mission will help pre-
pare for a long-term base or 
presence on Earth’s only satel-
lite, and potential future crewed 
missions to Mars, the NASA 
blog states. 

Now, the crew is heading 
back to Earth on a free-return 
trajectory powered by Earth 
and the moon’s gravity instead 
of depending on fuel. If all goes 
according to plan, they will 
splash down in the Pacific 
Ocean on April 10. 

Have a news tip? Contact Karl 
Hille at 443-900-7891 or 
khille@baltsun.com.

By Karl Hille

Tinnitus — merely 
annoying or a sign of 
something more serious?

That chirping sound could 
be birds celebrating spring, or 
it could be tinnitus — especially 
if it comes with anxiety, de-
pression or difficulty sleeping. 

The condition has many 
causes, and can signal deeper 
health or wellness issues, Dr. 
Briney Ometz, owner and pro-
vider at Anne Arundel Audiol-
ogy, told The Baltimore Sun 

“Tinnitus is a sound that you 
perceive, which could be a 
buzz or humming,” she said. 
“A lot of times it’s called a ring-
ing, but it could be a lot of tones, 
or it could even sound like 
waves on a beach.” 

Its cause could be as simple 
as earwax pressing against the 
eardrum, perhaps by using a 
Q-tip — which is a big no-no, 
she said. Other causes include 
hearing loss, jaw misalign-
ment, high blood pressure, in-
ner ear disorders, certain medi-
cations and thyroid issues. 

No simple cure exists, but 
treatments vary depending on 
the individual’s ability to func-
tion and enjoy everyday activi-
ties. These include cognitive-
behavioral therapy to help 
sufferers cope with their 
symptoms, or a specialized 
hearing aid that adjusts to the 
tinnitus signal. Masking de-
vices are also available for peo-
ple without hearing loss; they 
look like hearing aids but pro-
duce a sound to soften the per-

ception of ringing or roaring. 
Cellphone apps that produce 
pleasant sounds like rain, night 
sounds, waves or white noise 
also can help improve sleep. 

Tinnitus affects 50 million 
Americans, according to the 
American Tinnitus Associa-
tion website, and can be tem-
porary or chronic. As many as 
2 million Americans find the 
sound debilitating, interfering 
with work, sleep or life activi-
ties. Findings published in the 
Dove Medical Journal last De-
cember linked the severity of 
tinnitus symptoms to the se-
verity of depression and anxi-
ety in sufferers. 

Researchers at the National 
Institutes of Health and other 
institutions are developing 
new tinnitus treatments that 
stimulate the brain, head and 
neck areas using electric, 
sound, magnetic, and deep 
brain stimulation — placing 
electrodes deep within the 
brain to disrupt more harmful 
processes. 

Regardless of the cause or 
side effects, Ometz said seeing 
a doctor is the first step toward 
customized relief as well as un-
masking underlying health 
conditions. 

“Tinnitus is not a disease; it’s 
a symptom of another condi-
tion going on in your body.” 

Have a news tip? Contact Karl 
Hille at 443-900-7891 or 
khille@baltsun.com.

By Karl Hille

Carnegie Science 
cuts 100-year bond 
with Johns Hopkins

The nonprofit Carnegie Sci-
ence will close its operations at 
Baltimore’s Johns Hopkins 
University this summer, end-
ing a 100-year cooperation be-
tween the school and one of 
the largest private funders of 
science research, a Carnegie 
spokesperson said. 

“We are in the final stages 
of consolidating all of our life 
sciences research in Pasadena, 
California, where we are ex-
panding our relationship with 
Caltech,” Carnegie’s Natasha 
Metzler told The Baltimore 
Sun in an email. “This decision 
was first announced in 2020, 
and we sold the Maxine F. 
Singer building on San Mar-
tin Drive to Johns Hopkins 
University in November 2023. 
Since that time, we have been 
slowly winding down Carne-
gie operations on site, and 
Hopkins has been using more 
and more of the facility.” 

The handoff will be com-
pleted in June, she said. 

The Carnegie partnership 
began in December 1914 with 
the Department of Embryol-
ogy, working closely with 

Hopkins’ Anatomy Depart-
ment, according to the Johns 
Hopkins Chesney Archives. 
Researchers at this site were 
the first to purify a gene and 
discovered RNA interference, 
which shuts down gene ex-
pression by destroying specific 
messenger RNA molecules 
before they can get to work 
producing proteins. Carnegie 
Researcher Andrew Fire re-
ceived a Nobel Prize in Medi-
cine for the discovery in 2006. 

Carnegie Science uses a 
nearly $1 billion endowment 
to support researchers “who 
challenge conventional ideas, 
define new fields of research, 
and drive breakthrough dis-
coveries for the betterment of 
humankind,” its website states. 

In 2020, Hopkins tore 
down the original “Old Carne-
gie” building, built in 1960 on 
the north side of its Home-
wood campus. 

Johns Hopkins did not re-
spond to questions about the 
transition or future use of the 
Singer building. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Karl Hille at 443-900-7891 
or khille@baltsun.com.

By Karl Hille

Rising temperatures 
could cause ticks to mi-
grate westward, abandon-
ing much of Maryland and 
taking their nasty Lyme 
disease with them, re-
searchers predict. 

Using mathematical 
modeling, University of 
Maryland, College Park re-
searchers tried to under-
stand how Lyme-carrying 
ticks might respond to a 
warming climate. They 
found the bloodsucking 
parasites might not just 
spread but migrate, reduc-
ing cases of the disease in 
coastal Maryland, where 
70% of the state’s popula-
tion lives, while increasing 
cases in cooler, mountain-
ous Western Maryland. 

Diseases carried by in-
sects and rodents make up 
16% of all infectious dis-
eases that are transmitted 
to humans, study senior 
author Abba Gumel said on 
the University of Maryland 
website. 

“This study helps an-
swer a central question in 

ecology, whether and how 
anthropogenic climate 
change will alter these dis-
eases’ distribution and bur-
den,” the math professor 
said. 

They become active in 
temperatures as low as 40 
degrees Fahrenheit but 
ticks thrive in a narrower 
temperature range of 63 to 
69 degrees, the study 
states. Outside that range, 
their survival and disease 
transmission drop. 

They published their 
findings in the March 1, 
2026, issue of the Royal So-
ciety Open Science journal. 

“Disease elimination is 
feasible using a hybrid 
strategy, which combines 
rodent baiting, habitat 
clearance and personal 
protection against tick 
bites,” the authors wrote. 

Maryland reported 

nearly 2,500 cases of Lyme 
disease in 2023 to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, but ex-
perts say the true count is 
likely exponentially higher. 

Symptoms of Lyme dis-
ease include a rash — 
which might look like a 
bull’s eye — fever, head-
ache, joint pain and fatigue, 
according to the Maryland 
Department of Health 
website. If left untreated, 
the disease may spread to 
the joints and nervous sys-
tem. Contact your health-
care provider or local 
health department if any of 
these symptoms develop 
after a known tick bite or 
after spending time in a 
tick habitat. Most cases can 
be cured with antibiotics. 

Tick nymphs can be as 
small as the period at the 
end of this sentence, and 

usually spend winters on 
small rodents. In addition 
to Lyme, ticks can cause a 
disease called alpha-gal 
syndrome, which renders 
its victims allergic to meat. 
In 2024, a New Jersey pilot 
became the first docu-
mented person to die from 
this disease. 

In 2023, the Maryland 
Department of Health re-
ported the state’s first 
death from the tick-borne 
Powassan virus, involving 
a man who likely caught 
the disease from a tick bite 
while traveling in Canada. 
The CDC reported a steady 
increase in Powassan 
deaths, from one in 2004 
to 47 in 2024. 

Have a news tip? Contact 
Karl Hille at 443-900-
7891 or khille@balt-
sun.com.
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This bloodsucking parasite might head 
for the hills if Maryland keeps warming
By Karl Hille “This study helps answer a central question in ecology, whether 

and how anthropogenic climate change will alter these 
diseases’ distribution and burden” 
— Study senior author Abba Gumel


