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Cleanup: 100s of Tires Dumped Near Ruxton Road 
The Association is proud to announce the culmination of an environmental project undertaken with the
Maryland Dept. of Transportation and the State Highway Administration (SHA).

Last year, a local nature photographer brought to the Association's attention that there was a large tire dump in
the underbrush on an old roadbed alongside Ruxton Road and I-83 near the Misty Valley Farm Stand. An
inspection of the site revealed multiple tire piles, with hundreds of tires, which were dumped years ago. The
Association's Public Facilities Committee chair, Catherine Dreese, notified staff at the Maryland Dept. of
Transportation/State Highway Administration (MDOT).

The tires had been in the wooded area for some time, and were an environmental hazard as a breeding ground
for mosquitoes, a fire hazard, and a potential source of leached toxic chemicals. SHA crews worked to remove
the tires on Thursday, November 20th and 21st, and delivered them to a tire recycling facility. An estimated 10
truckloads of tires were removed.

Special thanks to Association Board member Jeffrey Budnitz for coordinating the use of Lake Roland Nature
Council’s heavy equipment, which was needed to clear a path for SHA access to the tires in October 2025.
MDOT built the berm back up to limit access and discourage further dumping, then covered the berm in straw
mats to inhibit erosion.

Thank you to David Lates, Professional Engineer from the State Highway Administration, for his work with
The Association on this project.






