
 
           12/23/25 

Dear Mr. Verheyen and the Lake Roland Nature Council Team, 
 

On behalf of myself and the trustees, I extend our sincere thanks to the Lake Roland Nature Council 
for your partnership and support during the recent cleanup of Dowden Chapel, the historic African 
American Church property in Perry Hall, Maryland. 

We are grateful for the role my office was able to play in connecting like-minded organizations 
committed to preservation and community service. Through this connection, the Lake Roland 
Nature Council was offered as a tremendous resource, and we deeply appreciate your willingness 
to assist. 

Your support made such a meaningful difference. The donation of a chain and lock provided 
immediate security and peace of mind for the trustees worried about the unsecure entrance to the 
property, while the use of heavy equipment to clear debris, and removed trees and stumps marked 
a crucial step forward in the restoration effort. 

We also wish to acknowledge Jeffrey Budnitz for his leadership and multiple site visits, which 
helped advance the work and connect us with additional partners who will continue to support this 
project. Working with Jeffrey and the Lake Roland Nature Council team has been such a positive 
and productive experience. 

We are sincerely grateful for the Lake Roland Nature Council’s commitment and for your role in 
helping protect and restore Dowden Chapel. Thank you for your support in this important effort. 
       

Sincerely,  

 

Senator Carl Jackson 

 


