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Let’s face it, “radioac-
tive gas” isn’t exactly a 
cheerful topic for dinner 
conversation. But when
radon shows up on a 
home inspection report,
it can quickly become top 
of mind. Radon needs to 
be taken seriously, but 
the good news is that it’s
manageable. Staying on top
of it could mean protecting
your family’s health and
your home’s future value.

Radon is a naturally
occurring, odorless and
tasteless radioactive gas. 
It comes from the break-
down of uranium in soil, 
and it can seep into homes 
through the ground. This 
isn’t about poor mainte-
nance or bad construc-
tion — any house can have
a radon problem. That 
includes new builds, older
homes, drafty places,

airtight ones, and homes
with or without basements.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency lists
radon as the second-lead-
ing cause of lung cancer in 
the United States, trailing 
only smoking. It’s linked to 
roughly 21,000 deaths each 
year. For this reason, the 
EPA recommends that all 
homes be tested after occu-
pancy and every two years 
thereafter, even if they have 
a mitigation system.

So how do you know
if your home has radon? 
That’s the tricky part. Since
radon is invisible and odor-
less, the only way to detect
it is through testing. Radon
levels vary dramatically 
from one home to the next, 
even if they’re right next 
door.

You can pick up a DIY
radon test kit for $15 to
$40. It sits in your home for 
several days, then you send 
it off to a lab. Just be sure to 

follow the instructions care-
fully for accurate results.
For the most reliable infor-
mation, professional radon 
testing is your best bet. It 
typically costs $150 to $300 
and is often bundled into a 
home inspection.

Federal guidelines say
any home with radon levels 
of 4 picocuries per liter 
(pCi/L) or higher should 
have a mitigation system
installed. Many states 
require it as part of a real
estate transaction. The EPA
also recommends consid-
ering action at levels above 
2 pCi/L, especially if you
spend a lot of time in lower 
levels of the home.

What can I do about it?
Here’s where things get 

reassuring: While you can’t
stop radon from existing in
soil, you can keep it from
building up in your home.

Radon mitigation 
systems typically run

between $800 and $1,300, 
although larger or more 
complex homes may cost
more. The most common
radon mitigation system 
involves drilling into the
slab or crawl space to 
create a suction point. A fan
then vents the gas outside
through a dedicated pipe.

Another option is passive
depressurization, which
doesn’t use a fan. It simply 
allows rising air pressure
in the home to carry radon
gas out through venting.
It’s quieter and uses no
electricity, but it’s not as
effective in areas with high 
radon levels.

Some home build-
ers offer radon-resistant
features, such as sealing 
foundation cracks and
pre-installed vent piping.
However, these are usually
part of new construction
and don’t always elimi-
nate the need for mitiga-
tion. Your pro can give you 

advice on the best system 
for your needs.

When hiring a radon
contractor, be aware that
no national agency licenses 
radon contractors, so check
your state’s certification
requirements and ask for 
references or proof of train-
ing. A qualified professional 
should also test your home 
after installation to confirm
that the system is working 
properly. You can also run
a follow-up test yourself to 
double-check.

Radon might not be top 
of mind, but a simple test
and a straightforward fix 
can go a long way toward
protecting your family’s
health. If you haven’t tested 
your home in a while — or
ever — now’s the time. It’s
one of those smart, proac-
tive steps that pays off in
peace of mind.

Tweet your home care 
questions with #AskingAngi 
and we’ll try to answer them
in a future column.

HOME REMEDIES

You can prevent buildup of radon

Because radon is odorless and tasteless, only a laboratory 
radon test can identify it. DREAMSTIME

By Miri Talabac

Q:  Lanternflies seem to 
be everywhere in my yard. 
What can I use to get rid of 
them?
A:  Nothing will get rid of 
them for long, but natu-
ral controls are gradually 
suppressing the population. 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF), 
the invasive insect that 
many people can’t escape 
on the news or out in the 
garden, is becoming more 
abundant in some counties 
as it spreads across Mary-
land. This insect has been 
in our region for just over 
a decade now, even though 
some social media and 
news stories are making 
them sound like a new 
and urgent hazard to local 
ecosystems and home land-
scapes.

Extension receives 
lots of questions about 
SLF all year long, with 
concerns about how to kill 
these insects and protect 
gardens. Fortunately, 
based on years of study, 
this insect is not a direct 
threat to home garden 
plants. Granted, high levels 
of honeydew (sugar-water 
waste) produced by abun-
dant lanternflies can foster 
heavy layers of sooty mold 
that can block light from 
coated leaves, but on decid-
uous plants, this effect is 
only temporary since the 
leaves are falling off anyway 
in a couple more months.

We don’t need to go out 
of our way to kill SLF at 
home. It was prudent to 
stem the spread of the pest 
when it was brand new, 
when scientists needed 
to learn what its impacts 
would be, but that ship has 
long since sailed, with SLF 
present to some degree 
in nearly every Maryland 
county and over a dozen 
states. Vineyards and hops 
growers are more at risk of 
economic consequences 
from SLF feeding, but the 
use of chemical means to 

combat these insects on 
residential properties is not 
recommended.

I cannot stress that 
enough: it is not practical 
or recommended to use a 
pesticide to combat SLF. 
Not only will low-toxic-
ity options not work very 
well, but other ingredients 
will have a greater risk of 
harm to other organisms, 
including pollinators, pred-
ators eating SLF and other 
harmless insects (fireflies, 
ladybugs, etc.). This is espe-
cially true for pyrethroids, a 
class of chemicals common 
to broad-spectrum insecti-
cides, even if certain prod-
ucts are marketed towards 
a particular insect or spider 
group (like wasps). At 
least one product features 

SLF on its label, which 
is misleading since users 
might think that’s the only 
insect it impacts.

Be sure to discuss your 
options if hiring a profes-
sional, as broad-spectrum 
systemic products are 
commonly used in the form 
of tree trunk injections 
or soil drenches. These 
systemic products can 
move into all parts of the 
plant, potentially impacting 
pollinators, caterpillars and 
other beneficial insects.

If you can’t ignore SLF 
and must do something, 
find a fly swatter and go 
to town, only once you’ve 
positively identified the 
insect of course (I’ve seen 
many misidentifications). 
You can also identify and 

remove/squish egg masses 
in winter, though many of 
them will be out of reach in 
tree canopies or out of sight 
on other objects. Inspect 
your car before taking a 
road trip from an infested 
or quarantined area to a 
location without SLF, but 
otherwise, be assured that 
diseases and predators like 
birds, bats, spiders, and 
other insects are reducing 
their numbers.

Q:  My daylilies look pretty 
tired and disheveled this 
time of year. Can they be 
refreshed?
A:  Yes, you can begin by 
removing any brown, 
shriveled leaves: yanking 
them up with a sharp tug 
is usually successful, but 

if they don’t detach, you 
can cut them off. Remov-
ing spent flowers will also 
improve their appearance 
(individual daylily blooms 
usually only last a day 
before withering).

You can also cut back live 
foliage that is too much of 
an eyesore due to infec-
tion symptoms or other 
accumulated damage, as 
the plant can produce a 
replacement flush of new 
leaves. Often, this is done 
when a mature clump is 
divided, either for prop-
agation or to encourage 
blooming when a crowded 
plant doesn’t flower as 
well after a few years of 
vigorous growth. You can 
cut the foliage to about 6 
to 8 inches off the ground 

(some references suggest 
even lower), but if you see 
new leaves emerging when 
you trim, avoid cutting 
them in the process. Full 
regrowth may take a few 
weeks to fill back in.

Do not add any removed 
leaves with disease symp-
toms to a compost pile 
unless you keep the pile 
hot (actively composting, 
not passive and “cool,” 
which will not kill patho-
gens).

University of Maryland 
Extension’s Home and 
Garden Information Center 
offers free gardening and pest 
information at extension.
umd.edu/hgic. Click “Ask 
Extension” to send questions 
and photos.

GARDEN Q&A

How can I get rid of spotted lanternflies?

A spotted lanternfly at a vineyard in Kutztown, Pennsylvania. MATT ROURKE/AP 2019

By Mike Klingaman

Address: 16350 Matthews 
Road, Monkton

List price: $1,200,000

Year built: 1870

Real estate agent: Debbie 
Rettberg, Northrop Realty

Last sold price/date:
$950,000 / Aug. 24, 2023

Property size: 9.13 acres

Unique features: Some 
homes forego trendy 
amenities for simpler 
perks. Here, one could loll 
on the front porch swing,
breathe the scent of sweet 
bay magnolia blossoms and
while away time until the
cows come home, as they 

used to do on this onetime 
dairy farm.

The three-level home-
stead, dating back to 1870, 
has five bedrooms, three 
baths, hardwood floors and
a family room with a cathe-
dral ceiling, skylights and a 

wood-burning stove. The
country kitchen is a given.
Thomas Matthews built the
place, after the Civil War, on
a rustic road that bears his 
family’s name in northern
Baltimore County.

Vestiges of the old farm 

remain on the 9-acre estate: 
the stony remains of an old
cow barn; a spring house
that still serves livestock; 
a carriage house-turned-
workshop; and a stone 
smokehouse, now used to
store accessories for the 
saltwater pool and blue-
stone patio, both nods to 
the present. There’s also a
hot tub out back.

Three trails bisect the 

rolling terrain, ideal for 
four-wheeled outings.
Nearby, the Gunpow-
der River beckons tubing 
buffs. Recent owners built
a tree house for kids and
a chicken house for their
hens, the latter a whim-
sical replica of the home-
stead. Two years ago, the
house itself was the site
of an archaeological dig
by Towson University

students to explain a deep 
earthen pit in the base-
ment, which has puzzled 
generations. Speculation 
ranged from a root cellar
to a tunnel for the Under-
ground Railroad. No defini-
tive cause was found.

Have a news tip? Contact
Mike Klingaman at 
jklingaman@baltsun.com 
and 410-332-6456.

HOT PROPERTY

Three-level 1870 Monkton
homestead for $1.2M

Lovingly restored, the home features a standing-seam metal roof, replacement windows and 
saltwater pool with bluestone patio. CHELSEA HARMAN/HOMESIGHT

A sunlit hall library offers a peaceful space for reading or 
reflection. DAVID BICK/HOMESIGHT
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