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Which do you check first in the morning: the local news or 
your local water advisory? For many Marylanders who enjoy 
spending time on the Patapsco River, it’s the latter.

Despite major improvements to Baltimore’s Patapsco 
River Wastewater Treatment Plant, accidents like last week’s 
21-million-gallon wastewater overflow undermine significant 
progress at the site (“21M gallons of partially treated waste-
water in Patapsco prompt advisory,” June 2). It’s swimmers, 
anglers and wildlife who pay the price.

While authorities ruled out immediate health risks for 
people, the bacteria and excess nutrients in partially treated 
wastewater can still pose a threat to fish, underwater grasses 
and the Chesapeake Bay. More intense rainfall from climate 
change, combined with aging, leaky sewage pipes means that, 
without significant investment, future overflows are more 
likely.

Now is a critical time to address these growing threats. Both 
the Patapsco and Back River facilities — Baltimore’s two largest 
wastewater plants — are seeking discharge permit renewals 
from the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), 
with a public comment period open for the Patapsco River 
plant permit through June 20. For Baltimore and Anne Arun-
del residents who enjoy recreating in their local waterways, 
now is the opportunity to be heard on this issue.

Investments made in the Patapsco River’s water quality have 

put it on the course for a cleaner, healthier future. Think of 
how far we’ve come. Otter and dolphin sightings have become 
a regular occurrence in the Baltimore Harbor. A large oyster 
sanctuary reef is thriving and expanding in the Patapsco 
despite stacked odds against it.

The Back and Patapsco River plants are deeply in debt to the 
river, with a long history of pollution violations. MDE has made 
strides to bring both facilities into compliance, with improved 
maintenance, staffing and treatment equipment. However, 
incidents like last week’s overflow demonstrate that continued 
oversight and investment is essential for a healthy river and 
community.

We urge MDE to uphold strong permit standards for these 
plants, to monitor and address issues when they arise, and plan 
for future climate change scenarios that will further stress 
the system’s infrastructure. We also encourage local residents 
who enjoy the Patapsco’s bounties to speak up on this issue for 
a healthier future. More information on the permit renewal 
processes and public comment instructions can be found here 
for the Back River plant and here for the Patapsco River plant.

— Gussie Maguire, Annapolis

The letter writer is a Maryland staff scientist for the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation.

Patapsco River water quality 
faces wastewater woes

In Baltimore City State’s Attorney Ivan Bates’ commentary of 
June 3, 2025, “We need solutions to our juvenile justice crisis,” 
there is one glaring omission of a demographic that’s partic-
ularly vulnerable to the crime that he writes about. And this 
demographic is being continually overlooked and swept under 
the rug by the leaders we voted for: Ivan Bates, Brandon Scott, 
Zeke Cohen, et al. Can you guess who I’m talking about?

Bates is pained to see teenagers (representing 12% of the 
city population), brazenly and without recompense, running 
around, destroying the lives of others, and also for those whose 
lives were cut short in middle age by said juveniles.

But he doesn’t bother to mention the group most impacted 
by this juvenile crime, the people 60 years and older, quietly 
comprising 22% of the city’s population: the baby boomers and 
veterans, i.e., Baltimore’s senior citizens. All these programs 
and council bills being discussed are aimed at the juveniles, the 
young healthy adults, the single parents and the middle-aged. 
But nothing is aimed our way. These city leaders all have their 
eyes and one foot on that ladder to future populations and we 
old folks are just in the way. And Bates’ fruitless words he’s 
echoed since he came into office, for more than two years now, 
are starting to ring hollow, just turning another spoke in the 
wheel.

We are the ones hit hardest and most often by these phys-
ically strong, adrenaline-driven, unsupervised (essentially 
emancipated) minors, roaming the city at all hours, often in 
groups, scanning the residential streets to prey on the elderly. 
We are helpless when attacked, especially by multiples. For us, 
broken bones and cracked skulls are catastrophic. So we have 
had to realize, more or less unspoken and en masse, that those 
things we did just a few years ago could now be deadly. Why, 
just getting into or out of our car in front of our house is taking 
our life in our hands.

We used to go out to shows, to restaurants and bars, to the 
movies, to friends’ house parties. But now our beloved Charm 
City is under siege by these ruthless and heartless juveniles, 
who are just about immune to prosecution, and nobody is 

doing anything about it except talking ad nauseam and figuring 
out programs we taxpayers can pay for to try to help these seri-
ously deranged individuals.

But nobody is helping the innocent seniors. As far as the 
leaders are concerned, it seems they believe we’ve had our day; 
nobody cares. 

We can just stay home, order food delivery and watch TV. 
Here are some of the real stats the news media isn’t blast-
ing. In 2024, contrary to some crime reports, carjackings in 
Baltimore City were on the rise, particularly juvenile-related 
carjackings, with one report noting a 233% rise in November 
2024 compared with 2023. In 2024, Baltimore City carjacking 
victims’ ages ranged from 76 to 83 years old. In the first 25 days 
of 2025, carjackings spiked by 300% in the Eastern District 
compared with that same period last year, with at least eight 
incidents reported. One victim was an 81-year-old man.

We still vote. In fact, we are more likely to vote than the 
younger citizens. And Ivan Bates may not be thinking about 
us now that the election is over. Even though we are almost a 
quarter of the population, we can’t seem to get his attention. 
But we still pay taxes every year on our properties, even if it is 
just one or two people living there, much to Mayor Brandon 
Scott’s chagrin amid his yearning for “increasing density.”

It’s time for judges to take note of the age of the victim and 
increase exponentially the severity of the crime accordingly. 
It’s time for increased investigations and police foot patrols or 
K-9 protection. Time for a lot of things to help seniors be able 
to survive in this city. We built this city! And we would like to 
be able to leave the house… safely.

And just maybe it’s time for us “old folks” to get organized 
and sue Baltimore City, like all these other groups suing for 
unsafe conditions, sue the city for ignoring our safety and 
our needs, egregiously in favor of lawless teenagers and their 
parents. I think we have a good case for age discrimination by 
the City of Baltimore. Let’s do it!

— Georgia Corso, Baltimore

Seniors are the most 
vulnerable to juvenile crime

Why not get tough  
on squatters?

I cannot understand how any elected 
official could refuse to pass legislation 
allowing police to arrest the social media 
advertiser of the property that offered 
a fake lease — and possibly the alleged 
tenants as well (“Middle River homeowner 
says squatters demanded $5,000 to leave 
his property,” June 3).

Calling these “tenants” victims seems 
like a stretch. They signed a “Squatters 
Lease Agreement Addendum,” which 
should have been a red flag, for a “One 
Time Fee” of $1,500 with “no recurring 
rent or additional rental charges” which 
basically sounds like they were buying the 
house. These are not innocent people.

Think about it: $1,500 is less than .4% 
of the $400,000 average home price in 
the area. If someone advertised a $40,000 
car in good to excellent condition for a 
one-time fee of $150 and you bought it 
after signing a “Perpetual Use Agreement,” 
what do you think would happen when 
you explained the situation to the police 
officer who pulled you over — after they 
stopped laughing?

— Howard Resneck, Ellicott City

The joy of remaining  
chill over O’s

The formerly feckless Baltimore Orioles 
won six straight after The Baltimore Sun 
published my letter to griping fans suggest-
ing they cool it and “let your hometown 
heroes start getting through their chal-
lenges” (“Baseball fans can handle the 
pain,” May 28).

“Everyone has some,” I further observed. 
“It will end up okay and along the way 
there’s beer and hot dogs.”

The team’s resurgence has little to do 
with my sports wisdom and fandom, but it 
does support my advocacy for the emotion-
ally restorative power of beer and hot dogs. 
To that end, I personally recommend O’s 
fans quaff Peabody Heights Old Oriole 
Park Bohemian Lager. It’s brewed by my 
son Alec and it is delicious and comes from 
a facility built atop the Govans site of an 
Orioles baseball stadium that burned to the 
ground in 1944.

You see, there is much more to all this 
than just the power of coincidence. Or, 
as the Zen Masters say, “no karma, no 
dharma.”

— Stan Heuisler, Baltimore

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“There are no true friends 
in politics. We are all sharks 
circling, and waiting, for traces 
of blood to appear in the 
water.”

 — Alan Clark

President Donald Trump listens as Elon Musk 
speaks in the Oval Office at the White House 
on Feb. 11 in Washington.  
ALEX BRANDON/AP

Egotists Trump and Musk 
deserved each other

Isn’t it interesting that Elon Musk spent 
$200 million getting a guy elected presum-
ably because he’d have the biggest bully 
pulpit to disrupt the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of people as President 
Donald Trump’s main henchman with his 
scorched earth economic theories that 
turns out would cost the country trillions 
of dollars.

Now, Musk claims that Trump has with-
held information about Jeffrey Epstein 
because he’s personally mentioned in the 
file (“Elon Musk says Trump is ‘in the 
Epstein files’ as DOGE fight heats up,” June 
5).

Who is the bigger con artist and muck-
raker?

Musk displayed his narcissistic 
essence when he was given the oppor-
tunity for more power and influence. 
Trump convinced a guy with a social 
media following as large as his to serve 
as a mouthpiece. Musk was a major step 
up from former New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani.

It didn’t take long for Trump to throw 
Musk under the bus because he trashed 
the master plan and Musk countered with 
a revelation that, if proven true, could lead 
us all into Epstein’s sick and sordid world.

These are two guys that truly deserved 
each other. May they go down in flames 
together, too.

— Neil Rauch, Pikesville

The Patapsco Wastewater Treatment Plant. STAFF FILE
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