
By Brennan Stewart

Construction is under 
way this week on the Ma & 
Pa Heritage Trail as work-
ers install a prefabricated 
bridge near the Bel Air 
Bypass, connecting the Bel 
Air and Forest Hill sections.

The Harford County 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation shared photos 
on social media Satur-
day of a bridge installa-
tion, announcing that as 
warmer weather contin-
ues, construction on 
segment three of the Ma 
& Pa Connector Trail is 
progressing. Construc-
tion activity will soon be 
increasing on both sides of 
the bypass, the post said.

“There has been inter-
est in preservation of the 
Ma & Pa for recreation and 
transportation in Harford 
County for many years,” 
Angela Hoover, project 
manager for Parks and 
Recreation, said in a state-
ment Monday. “Comple-
tion of this final segment of 
the Ma & Pa Trail will bring 
a 30-year vision to fruition!”

A 1.5-mile connector trail 
is being built as the final 

section of the trail, linking 
the North Avenue trailhead 
parking lot to the Melrose 
Lane trailhead at Blake’s 
Venture Park, accord-
ing to Hoover. The proj-
ect includes five elevated 
wooden boardwalks, two 
bridges, a retaining wall 
and a paved trail, and will 
require contractors to 
relocate fire hydrants and 
install additional signage 
and fencing.

Hoover stated that when 
the work is complete the 
trail will extend 8 miles, 
stretching from Edgeley 
Grove Park in Fallston, 
through Bel Air, to Friends 
Park in Forest Hill. The 
department received writ-
ten authorization to begin 
construction in July, and it 
is expected to be completed 
by July of next year. A 
community input hearing 
was held Oct. 23 which gave 
residents the opportunity 
to comment on the project.

On social media, numer-
ous commenters criticized 
the county’s allocation of 
tax dollars for the project, 
with many highlighting 
the need for road improve-
ments or addressing the 

public school system’s 
budget deficit. “Another 
thing Harford County is 
using my taxes to pay for 
that I will never use!” one 
user wrote.

Hoover said that the 
connector trail cost more 
than $8 million to complete, 
with funding coming not 
only from Harford County 
government but also from 
the Maryland Department 
of Transportation, the 
Federal Transportation 
Alternative Program, and 
the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources.

County Executive Bob 
Cassilly defended the 
connector trail construc-
tion work on Friday, stating, 
“The Ma & Pa Trail project 
began 30 years ago when I 
was a newly elected Bel Air 
Town Commissioner. All 
these years later, it’s grat-
ifying to serve as County 
Executive, overseeing 
the completion of its final 
phase.”

Have a news tip? Contact 
Brennan Stewart at 
bstewart@baltsun.com, 
443-800-5902, or @
BrennanStewart_ on X.

Construction resumes on 
Ma and Pa Trail, connecting 
Forest Hill with Bel Air

Construction on the Ma and Pa Connector Trail  segment three continues with the arrival of 
one of the trail bridges. HARFORD COUNTY GOVERNMENT

By Jeff Barker

WASHINGTON — 
As Democrats alleged
“bedlam” at the Wood-
lawn-based Social Security
Administration, President
Donald Trump’s nominee 
to head the agency denied 
he has intervened to help
install officials backed by
billionaire Elon Musk’s 
cost-cutting organization.

During a Senate Finance 
Committee hearing on 
Tuesday, nominee Frank 
Bisignano was questioned 
about his involvement
with Musk’s Department 
of Government Efficiency 
as he awaits a Senate 
confirmation vote. While 
congressional Republicans 
have largely backed Musk’s 
efforts, Democrats have
accused DOGE of haphaz-
ardly buying out or firing
thousands of workers at the 
understaffed Social Secu-
rity agency, undermining 
its performance.

“Americans need to hear
Mr. Bisignano’s vision for 
improving Social Security, 
not dismantling it,” said
Oregon Democratic Sen. 
Ron Wyden, the commit-
tee’s top-ranking Demo-
crat. “They deserve to hear 
a clear rejection of Elon
Musk’s view that Social 
Security is some Ponzi
scheme perpetrating fraud 
on the American people.”

Wyden said he is hear-
ing reports of “bedlam”
at the agency and that 
senior Social Security staff
members have told him 
“they were short-staffed
even before DOGE arrived, 
how they can’t respond on
the phone, the website is 
crashing, and seniors are
getting lost in the system.”

Bisignano, CEO of
Fiserv, a payment process-
ing firm, said of DOGE: 
“I’ve run a quality control 
and efficiency program in 
companies my whole life. 

I’m happy to work with 
anybody who can help us.”

But the nominee said, 
“I’m not at the Social Secu-
rity Administration,” and 
that he had not spoken with
Leland Dudek, the acting 
commissioner.

“That sounds like a reas-
suring response, but unfor-
tunately it’s not true,” 
Wyden countered.

Wyden said an agency 
whistleblower told his staff 
that Bisignano insisted on 
approving DOGE hirings 
at SSA.

“The whistleblower
said you personally inter-
vened to get DOGE offi-
cials installed,” Wyden 
said, including one in the
“middle of the night.”

“I was not involved in 
onboarding anybody in the 
middle of the night,” Bisig-
nano replied.

“I don’t know about the 
whistleblowers,” he said in
response to later questions.

Last week, Mary-
land-based U.S. District
Judge Ellen Hollander 
temporarily barred DOGE 
from accessing Social
Security data on millions 
of Americans. “The DOGE
Team is essentially engaged
in a fishing expedition at
SSA, in search of a fraud 
epidemic, based on little 
more than suspicion,” the 
judge wrote.

Wyden asked Bisignano 
during the 2-1/2 hour hear-

ing: “Will you lock DOGE 
out of the Social Security 
database?”

“I’m going to do what-
ever is required to protect
the information that is 
private information,” he 
replied.

The SSA processes retire-
ment and other payments 
to 73 million people. It was
headed until late last year by
Martin O’ Malley, a former
Baltimore mayor, Maryland 
governor and 2016 presi-
dential candidate.

Committee Republicans
broadly backed Bisignano’s
appointment on Tuesday.

“You are the person that
needs to have this job,” 
committee chairman Mike
Crapo, an Idaho Republi-
can, told him.

Crapo sought to offer
assurance, saying: “The 
president of the United 
States has said very clearly 
we are not going to cut
Social Security benefits.”

But committee Demo-
crats accused Trump 
and Musk, a top Trump 
adviser and ally, of trying to
discredit Social Security to
justify dismantling it and,
perhaps, privatizing it.

“I’ve never thought about
privatizing. It’s not a word
that anybody ever talked to 
me about,” Bisignano said.

Have a news tip?  
Contact Jeff Barker at
jebarker@baltsun.com

Democrats allege
Social Security ‘bedlam’
Trump nominee
denies placing 
DOGE officials at 
Maryland-based
agency; awaits vote

Frank Bisignano, U.S. President Donald Trump’s nominee
to be Commissioner of Social Security Administration, 
testifies at his Senate Finance Committee confirmation
hearing at the Dirksen Senate Office Building on Tuesday
in Washington, D.C. Bisignano, CEO of financial technology
company Fiserv, faced questions over proposed DOGE cuts
and the agency’s ability to process and distribute benefit 
checks. KEVIN DIETSCH/GETTY

that Mannion, known at 
the parish as “Father Bill,” 
performed sex acts on him
in the monastery, accord-
ing to charging papers. The 
former priest is accused of
abusing the boy for several 
years, starting in the second
grade.

Mannion played Christian 
rock music and integrated 
puppets from his religious
education classes into the 
abuse, the man told inves-
tigators. Mannion told the 
boy that he had to perform
the sex acts or God would
condemn his family to Hell,
the records say. And after 
abusing the boy, the priest
made the boy pray with a
towel over his head, the 
man, now in his 40s, told
detectives.

Ba l t i m o re  C o u n t y 
Police arrested Mannion 
on Monday. Police began 
investigating the man’s alle-
gations after he disclosed 
the abuse to a therapist in 
2023. The former St. Agnes
student’s name is redacted,
and The Baltimore Sun does 
not generally name victims
of alleged sexual abuse.

Mannion is facing four 
felony child abuse and sex
offense charges as well as 
a count of performing an
“unnatural or perverted 
practice,” a type of misde-
meanor offense that was
repealed in Maryland 
in 2023 but still applies
to Mannion because the
alleged crime took place 
before that repeal.

Waechter said during
Tuesday’s hearing that he
had been involved in the case
since its inception and that 
he arranged for Mannion to 
turn himself in to author-
ities on Monday. Without 
commenting on the allega-
tions at length, Waechter 
told Richardson that the case
“certainly is defensible.”

Charging papers say that 
the man first disclosed the
abuse allegations in Octo-
ber of 2023, months after 
the Maryland Attorney 
General’s Office released a
damning report of its probe 
into 80 years of sexual abuse 
within the Archdiocese of
Baltimore.

Mannion’s name appears 
in that report, though not
as an alleged abuser — he 
had reported allegations
of sexual abuse against
John Joseph Merzbacher 
to the archdiocese in the
1990s. Merzbacher, who
the report describes as “the 
most obvious example of 
systemic abuse” within the
archdiocese, was eventu-
ally convicted of rape and 
ordered to serve four life

sentences. He died in 2023 
while incarcerated.

Investigators with the
Attorney General’s Office 
interviewed Mannion in
2018 and 2019, according 
to the report. He described 
Merzbacher’s “outrageous
and inappropriate behav-
ior” and recalled making
the report.

Elizabeth Ann Murphy, 
who had been raped by 
Merzbacher while
attending Cath-
olic Community 
Middle School in
South Baltimore,
had spoken with 
Mannion at a 1993
wake and disclosed 
her abuse. Mannion 
t h e n  b r o u g h t
Murphy’s allegations to the
archdiocese, and Murphy 
contacted an attorney, ulti-
mately resulting in criminal
charges against Merzbacher. 
Dozens of the teacher’s
other victims came forward, 
as well.

The charges against 
Mannion allege that he 
was abusing the boy during 
that same early 1990s
time period. The alleged 
victim told detectives that
the abuse became more
frequent during his third- 
and fourth-grade years,
from 1992 to 1994. He 
recalled fifth grade “being a 
great year for him” because 
the abuse had stopped, the 
charging documents say.

The documents say the
man felt that Mannion 
would “single him out” 
during religious education
classes, making him wait in 
the hallway when he would
answer a question incor-
rectly. Then, he would take 
the boy to the monastery and
abuse him, the records say.

Murphy, who continued to
advocate for victims of sexual 
abuse, died last month. Her
wife, Courtney Henderson, 
told a reporter on Tues-
day that she had not heard 
about the new sexual abuse
charges against Mannion but
said that it was “sad” to hear
about the allegations.

Mannion, a classmate of
Murphy’s at the South Balti-
more school, also contin-
ued to signal support for 
Merzbacher’s victims in the
following decades, occa-
sionally appearing for the 
disgraced teacher’s court
hearings.

“All I can do is give it up to 
prayer,” Mannion told a Sun
reporter at a 2012 hearing on 
Merzbacher’s appeal.

Assistant State’s Attor-
ney Emily Abell said during 
Tuesday’s hearing that
Mannion’s alleged victim’s
parents confirmed details
about his demeanor during 
elementary school, and they 
noted a change in the fifth 

grade, when the abuse had 
stopped.

“This is someone who was 
put in a position of power, 
and used that religious
power … to take advantage”
of a young student, Abell 
said.

Mannion, a Loyola
University graduate, left 
the priesthood around 
1998, a spokesperson for the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore

confirmed. Mannion
asked to stop being 
a member of the 
clergy, a request later 
granted by the Vati-
can.

The former priest
has been married for 
several decades and 
has two children, 

who are adults, Waechter
said on Tuesday. Mannion’s
wife attended the hearing in 
Towson.

The St. Mary’s Semi-
nary graduate was charged
with drunken driving in
1998 in Harford County 
and second-degree assault
in 2000 in Anne Arundel 
County. He was granted 
probation before judgment 
for both the DUI and the 
assault cases.

Lawyers had few details 
on those cases during Tues-
day’s hearing when pressed 
by Richardson. A clerk at 
the Glen Burnie courthouse
where the assault charge 
was filed could not find the
charging documents, though 
a case summary notes that 
Mannion pleaded guilty
and was ordered to pay a 
$100 fine. An Anne Arundel 
County Police spokesperson 
said the case was a “spousal” 
assault.

Police said Monday that
investigators “believe there 
may be more victims of 
Mannion’s abuse and urge
them to come forward.”
Anyone with information 
can contact the Crimes 
Against Children Unit at 
410-887-7720 or Child
Protective Services at 
410-887-8463.

Mannion’s next court
hearing is scheduled for 
April 11.

The National Sexual Assault
Hotline can be reached by
phone 24/7 at 800-656-
HOPE or online at hotline 
.rainn.org. The hotline,
operated by the Rape, Abuse
& Incest National Network, 
or RAINN, offers free 
services.

Capital Gazette reporter 
Luke Parker contributed to
this report. 

Have a news tip? Contact
Dan Belson at dbelson
@baltsun.com, on X as  
@DanBelson_ or on Signal as 
@danbels.62.
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Mannion

aide for Goldberg being
added to the chain. “It was 
one of Michael’s people on 
the phone. A staffer had his 
number on there.”

The use of messaging app 
Signal to discuss a sensitive
operation has opened the
administration to blistering
criticism from Democratic 
lawmakers who expressed 
outrage at the White
House’s and senior admin-
istration officials’ insistence
that no classified informa-
tion was shared. Senior 
administration officials have 
struggled to explain why the
publicly available app was
used to discuss such a deli-
cate matter.

One official reported to be
on the Signal chain, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence
Tulsi Gabbard, acknowl-
edged during a Senate
Intelligence Committee 
hearing on Tuesday that 
she was traveling overseas 
during the exchange. She 
wouldn’t say whether she
was using her personal or
government-issued phone
because the matter is under 
review by the White House 
National Security Council.

Both Gabbard and CIA 
Director John Ratcliffe,
who also was a participant 
in the Signal exchange and 
also testified at Tuesday’s
intelligence hearing, faced
blistering criticism from 
lawmakers.

“Director Ratcliffe, 
this was a huge mistake, 
correct?” Sen. Jon Ossoff, a
Georgia Democrat, asked.

After a brief pause,
Ratcliffe shook his head. 
“No,” he said.

Ratcliffe attempted to
interject as Ossoff asked a
follow-up question, leading
the two men to speak over
each other.

“This is an embarrass-
ment,” Ossoff said, silenc-
ing Ratcliffe. “This is utterly 
unprofessional. There’s
been no apology. There has 
been no recognition of the
gravity of this error.”

In the run-up to his 2016 
election victory over Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton, Trump 
urged criminal prosecution 
of the former secretary of
state for communicating
about classified information 
with her aides on a private
email server she set up. The 
matter was investigated, but 
the FBI ultimately recom-
mended against charges.
None were brought.

Clinton was among
Democrats this week to crit-
icize Trump administration
officials’ use of Signal.

“You have got to be 
kidding me,” Clinton said in 
an X post that spotlighted
The Atlantic article.

Trump also faced charges 
for mishandling classi-
fied data at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort after his first White 
House term. Those charges 
were later dismissed.

But on Tuesday, top
administration officials were 
insistent the Democratic 
outrage was misplaced.

On Capitol Hill, Ratcliffe
and Gabbard told lawmak-
ers that no classified infor-
mation was included in the 
texts about U.S. attack plans
in the message chain.

But The Atlantic reported 
that the messages included 
precise information about
weapons packages, targets 
and timing, but did not
publish those details.

Pressed on whether such
information should be clas-
sified, Gabbard hedged. “I
defer to the secretary of
defense, the National Secu-
rity Council, on that ques-
tion,” she said.

Democrats pushed back,
saying the leaked mili-
tary plans show a sloppy

disregard for security, but
Ratcliffe insisted no rules
were violated.

“My communications to 
be clear in the Signal message 
group were entirely permis-
sible and lawful and did not 
include classified informa-
tion,” Ratcliffe told lawmak-
ers in the hearing that was
supposed to be focused on 
global security threats.

Facing heated questions 
from Sen. Mark Warner, 
D-Va., Gabbard said there’s
a difference between “inad-
vertent” releases of informa-
tion and intentional leaks.
“There was no classified
material that was shared,”
Gabbard said.

Warner, though, said the 
lapse in security could have 
cost lives.

“If this information had
gotten out, American lives
could have been lost. If the
Houthis had this informa-
tion they could reposition
their defensive systems,” 
Warner said.

In response to questions 
from Democratic Sen. Ron
Wyden of Oregon, Gabbard 
and Ratcliffe said they 
would participate in an audit
looking into administration 
officials’ use of Signal. 

“I’m of the view that there
ought to be resignations,”
Wyden said.

FBI Director Kash Patel, 
appearing with Ratcliffe 
and Gabbard at the hearing, 
said he was only recently 
briefed on the Signal chat 
matter and doesn’t have an
update on whether the FBI 
has opened an investigation
into it. Warner asked for an 
update by the end of the day.

The White House in a
statement Tuesday called 
the uproar a “coordinated
effort to distract from the
successful actions taken 
by President Trump and
his administration to make
America’s enemies pay and 
keep Americans safe.”

Signal
from Page 1

12  The Baltimore Sun  |  Wednesday, March 26, 2025



MARYLAND

Baltimore reveres its rail-
road traditions, yet its small-
est lines have captured an 
outsized emotional attach-
ment.

The old Maryland and 
Pennsylvania Railroad, called 
the Ma & Pa or just the M&P, 
physically disappeared here 
in 1958.

It’s a case where time only 
burnished the affection for 
the train line that made so 
many friends. Today, people 
who were not alive when 
its smoke-spewing coal-
fired trains passed through 
Remington, Wyman Park, 
Roland Park, Woodbrook, 
Armagh Village, Rodgers 
Forge, Towson and Glen 
Arm, Fallston and Bel Air on 
to York, Pennsylvania.

Yet, the Tuscany-Canter-
bury neighborhood webpage 
features an illustrated history 
of the line.

The engines, rails, and 
bridges may be gone, but 
Harford County officials 
announced the progress on 
the Ma & Pa Heritage Trail 
where workers placed a 
prefabricated bridge near 
the Bel Air Bypass, connect-

ing Bel Air and Forest Hill 
former track sections. The 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 
operates on its former Falls 
Road headquarters and 
announced plans to refurbish 
the line’s roundhouse.

Why the reverence for a 
commercial enterprise that 
quit Baltimore and Mary-
land in 1958? The Ma & Pa 
was different. It was the line 
you could get up close and 
personal with.

As a schoolboy, I saw its 
locomotives cross what was 
the Belvedere Avenue, now 
Northern Parkway, along 
what is now the Stony Run 
Trail, the recreational path 
that replaced the rails.

Stan Heuisler, a former 
Baltimore Magazine editor 
and one of the line’s fans, 
recalled a Saturday ritual for 
Roland Park boys.

“We would get together — 
Chick Lord, Bo Grimes, Chris 
Scott, Emanual Canevaro 
and I — and ride our bikes 
up Roland Avenue to … a 
Melrose Avenue bridge over 
Ma & Pa tracks. We would 
get on the bridge when a 
northbound steam engine 
was coming, close our eyes 
and mouth, and let the smoke 
and ashes and cinders and 
steam EXPLODE all over us 
as the train went under the 
bridge.

“Our parents would bawl 
us out when we got home. 

(“You did it AGAIN!”) Some-
times, there were little holes 
burned in our clothing. We 
had to shower, and if the 
weather was warm, my Dad 
would hose us down.”

The Ma & Pa never 
seemed to throw anything 
away, and by the 1950s, it was 
a kind of rolling museum. 
My father would drive me to 
the Falls Road roundhouse 
where the old steam engines 
were arrayed in their stalls in 
contrast to the fast and sleek 
new trains at the nearby 
Pennsylvania and Mount 
Royal stations.

The old Ma & Pa plant on 

Falls Road became a natural, 
if unpromoted, family desti-
nation.

“It was the ’50s ’cause I 
was a little kid, but with my 
brother Phil, we would ride 
down on weekend mornings 
early (often Sundays before 
getting dressed for 10:30 
Mass because dad went to 
work most Saturday morn-
ings,” Heuisler recalled. “My 
dad would have a six-pack 
of beer in a kind of tin wire 
holder, and we would park 
the Plymouth on Falls Road 
by the tracks.

“The small switcher 
engine, No. 29, would pull 

up and stop, and we would 
climb up the ladder steps and 
into the cab and take a steam 
engine ride and I got to pull 
the bell cord (not the steam 
whistle because that was a 
signal) while the engineer and 
fireman chugged the beer.

“I don’t know how my 
father had gotten to know 
the switcher yard engine 
crew, but we did it quite a few 
times. We never went onto 
the roundhouse turntable, 
but we were chuffed by it 
and saw how it worked. It 
was a busy working rail yard, 
and above and behind the 
decrepit station house was 

a coal shuttle in the hillside. 
We took both the guys on the 
engine, a ham and turkey for 
Christmas. Smalltimore.”

For some reason, on 
August 31, 1954, my father 
and I happened to be there 
on Falls Road. We had just 
been chased out of our 
Dewey Beach vacation home 
by Hurricane Carol.

Falls Road was unexpect-
edly filled with extra rail 
passenger cars, and people 
seemed to be all over the 
place. The commotion? 
It was the Ma & Pa’s final 
passenger run, and its legion 
of fans tuned out for the 
occasion. The line’s freight 
operation struggled for 
another four years (the line 
hauled the stone to build 
the Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen), and then they pulled 
up the tracks in Maryland.

We lost the steam 
engines to metal scrap-
pers, and thankfully, a few 
of its antique passenger 
cars and diesel equipment 
went to museums. There’s a 
preserved Ma & Pa Heri-
tage Village at Muddy Creek 
Forks in York County, Penn-
sylvania, as well as a histor-
ical society of fans who just 
won’t let go.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Jacques Kelly at jacques.
kelly@baltsun.com and 410-
332-6570.

COMMENTARY

Ma and Pa Railroad may be gone, it remains forever on time

Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad steam engine No. 6 in Bel Air in 1946.   
CHARLES T. MAHAN JR.

Jacques KellyJacques Kelly

By Todd Karpovich

The person who has 
led U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
efforts in Maryland for the 
last year has been promoted 
to a new role in Washington, 
D.C.

Matthew Elliston has 
moved from his position as 
Baltimore field office direc-
tor to deputy assistant direc-
tor of field operations for 
the Eastern Division based 
in Washington, accord-
ing to ICE spokesperson 
Casey Latimer. Elliston had 
held the post for the last 13 
months.

“He’s accepted a position 
at headquarters,” Latimer 
said.

Nikita Baker, the deputy 
field office director in Balti-
more, has temporarily taken 
over Elliston’s responsibili-
ties.

ICE has expanded in 
Maryland since Donald 
Trump was elected presi-
dent. During Elliston’s lead-
ership in Baltimore, he made 
a plea for local cooperation 
amid pushback on Trump 
immigration policies.

Last year, Elliston chal-
lenged Maryland counties to 
honor immigration detainer 
requests.

“We will not tolerate the 
residents of our commu-
nities to be victimized by 
unlawfully present sex 

offenders,” said Elliston 
in a release after the Balti-
more County jail “refused 
to honor” an ICE detainer 
in May.

His strategy paid off when 
Montgomery and Baltimore 
agreed to do their best to 
notify ICE officials “48 hours 
or more” before releasing 
someone who has a pending 
detainer request.

During this legislative 
session in Annapolis, state 
lawmakers have intro-
duced several bills involving 
immigration, including the 
Rachel Morin Act that would 
require ICE detainers to be 
honored by local jails and 
detention centers; another 
bill deals with data privacy 
for people in the country ille-
gally.

In August 2023, Morin, 
37, was killed on Harford 
County’s Ma and Pa Heri-
tage Trail. Her alleged 
assailant, Victor Antonio 
Martinez-Hernandez, 25, 
of El Salvador, entered the 
country illegally. The trial 
for Martinez-Hernandez 
begins Tuesday.

However, there has been 
some pushback from local 
officials.

On Thursday, sheriffs 
from across the state gath-
ered in Annapolis, urging 
the Senate to quash a bill 
prohibiting state and local 
law enforcement from 
entering into agreements 

with ICE.
“To protect our commu-

nities, we must, as sheriffs, 
be allowed to work with 
our local, state and federal 
partners — all of our federal 
partners,” Harford County 
Sheriff Jeff Gahler, a Repub-
lican, said at a news confer-
ence.

Sponsored by Del. Nicole 
Williams, a Prince George’s 
County Democrat, House 
Bill 1222, also known as the 
Maryland Values Act, would 
prevent law enforcement 
and other government enti-
ties from participating in 
287(g) programs with ICE.

There are six coun-
ties in Maryland, includ-
ing Harford, Frederick and 
Cecil counties, that have 
287(g) agreements with 
ICE, allowing detention 
center staff to run names of 
inmates through a database 
to check for immigration 
enforcement actions. If there 
is a detainer, they will notify 
ICE, a federal law enforce-
ment agency under the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security. According to ICE, 
Carroll and Washington 
counties’ participation in the 
program is pending.

Sun reporter Hannah Gaskill 
contributed to this report. 

Contact Todd Karpovich at 
tkarpovich@baltsun.com or 
on X as @ToddKarpovich.

City’s ICE leader heads to D.C. 

By Carson Swick

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore 
raised some eyebrows this 
week by saying the state’s 
$5.5 billion budget surplus 
“wasn’t real,” after describing 
the state’s “fortunate financial 
position” at the beginning of 
his term.

Speaking to reporters in 
Annapolis as the current legis-
lative session winds down, 
Moore pointed to the evap-
oration of temporary federal 
COVID-19 funding to explain 
Maryland’s transformation 
from surplus to $3.3 billion 
structural deficit.

“When you have a one-time 
infusion of cash, that is not 
structural surplus,” the Demo-
cratic governor said. “That 
is not math. It’s politics, it’s 
not math. It’s dark-money 
gaslighting.”

Moore’s first budget 
proposal showed the state 
expected to end fiscal year 
2023 with more than $5 billion 
in general cash reserves while 
acknowledging that COVID 
aid would be drying up.

“If the State’s current reve-
nue projections hold through 
June, we anticipate ending 
the current Fiscal Year 2023 

with a more than $2 billion 
General Fund balance and an 
additional $2.9 billion in the 
Rainy Day Fund — $5 billion in 
combined General Fund cash 
reserves,” Moore’s proposal 
reads. “At the same time, 
Maryland, like many other 
states, sees a surplus created 
by a series of rare financial tail-
winds unlikely to continue.”

While the governor’s office 
did not specify how much of 
this $5 billion was directly 
related to COVID-19 funds, 
a Maryland Department of 
Legislative Services report 
estimates the state received 
about $4.9 billion in pandemic 
aid from the federal govern-
ment. In Moore’s fiscal year 
2024 budget, on page 14, 
he described proposing a 
budget with “a robust surplus 
balance” and was also aware 
of economic risks, revenue 
risks and state retirement 
contributions.

Carter Elliott, Moore’s 
senior press secretary, says 
the deficit has been predicted 
since 2017 and exacerbated by 
slow economic growth across 
multiple administrations.

“During that time the state’s 
economy also significantly 
underperformed the nation, 

growing at just 3% while the 
nation grew at 11% between 
2017 and 2022,” Elliott said in 
an emailed statement.

Moore’s Republican 
predecessor, Gov. Larry 
Hogan, criticized the “BS and 
finger-pointing” surrounding 
budget issues in a series of X 
posts Thursday. Hogan’s posts 
balked at the Moore adminis-
tration characterizing Mary-
land’s economy as weak.

“Even after managing a 
global pandemic, we left office 
in January 2023 with the larg-
est surplus in state history — 
$5.5 billion,” Hogan wrote. 
“Maryland had never been in 
a stronger economic position.”

Hogan continued by refer-
encing a recent Univer-
sity of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, poll he interpreted as 
the state being on the wrong 
track.” The poll showed that 
52% of Marylanders approve 
of Moore’s job performance, 
53% also said they have 
considered moving out of state 
in the coming years.

“It’s a damn shame, and it 
breaks my heart,” Hogan said .

Have a news tip?  
Contact Carson Swick at 
cswick@baltsun.com.

Moore: State surplus ‘wasn’t real’ 

By Todd Karpovich

A 16-year-old was shot 
in the Frankford neighbor-
hood of Northeast Balti-
more on Friday, according 
to Baltimore Police.

Around 11:30 a.m. Friday, 
officers from the North-
east District responded 

to the 4600 block of Stan-
wood Avenue after reports 
of a shooting. There, police 
found the girl suffering 
from an “apparent gunshot 
wound” to the abdomen, 
police said.

She was taken to an area 
hospital and is listed in 
stable condition.

Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to contact 
Northeast District Shoot-
ing detectives at 410-396-
2444.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Todd Karpovich at 
tkarpovich@baltsun.com or 
on X as @ToddKarpovich.

Police: 16-year-old girl shot 
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