
By Todd Karpovich

Two Maryland men have
been arrested in connection 
with separate armed road 
rage incidents reported last
month in Baltimore and 
Cecil counties, according to 
the Maryland State Police.

Cedric James, 33, of North 
East, and Skyler Robinson,
23, of Owings Mills, are both
charged with first- and sec-
ond-degree assault, using a 
firearm during the commis-
sion of a crime of violence, 
having handguns in their
vehicles, and other related
offenses, state police said.

James also is charged 
with illegally possess-
ing a firearm after a felony 
conviction and is currently 
being held without bond at 
the Cecil County Detention 
Center. 

He is being defended by 
Nicholas R. Cooksley of
the Cecil County Public 
Defender’s Office. Nicholas 
declined to comment.

Robinson is being held 
without bond at the Balti-
more County Detention
Center. He did not have 
an attorney listed in court
records.

The first incident hap-

pened on March 19. Troop-
ers from the Maryland State
Police North East Barrack
received a call from a per-
son who said he had just
been in a roadway dispute
on Pulaski Highway in
North East, during which 
the driver of another vehi-
cle brandished a firearm.
No shots were fired, and 
no injuries were reported 
during that incident.

James was later identified 
as the suspect, and inves-
tigators served a search 
warrant on his vehicle and
his North East residence
on March 28. Police found 

and seized a loaded hand-
gun and arrested James. 
James was prohibited from 
possessing firearms and
ammunition due to a prior 
felony conviction, according
to police.

The other unrelated road 
rage incident happened
on March 20. Troopers
from the Maryland State
Police Golden Ring Barrack
responded to the outer
loop of Interstate 695,  near 
Stevensville Road, where
a person reported that a
driver of another vehicle,
later identified as Robinson,
brandished a firearm.

The victim provided law
enforcement with a vehi-
cle description and license 
plate number. No shots were 
fired, and no injuries were
reported during the inci-
dent. 

Shortly after the inci-
dent was reported, a Balti-
more County police officer
found Robinson’s vehicle at
a Royal Farms convenience 
store. Robinson fled the 
scene, prompting investi-
gators from the Maryland 
State Police Highway Gun
Crimes Initiative to lead the
search for him.

Robinson was arrested 

on April 2 by the Mary-
land State Apprehension
Team and the U.S. Marshals 
Service Capital Region Fugi-
tive Task Force.

Maryland State Police
investigators searched 
Robinson’s vehicle and
found a loaded, un-serial-
ized privately manufactured 
handgun, otherwise known
as a ghost gun, under the
driver’s seat, according to
charging documents.

Have a news tip? Contact
Todd Karpovich at 
tkarpovich@baltsun.com or 
on X as @ToddKarpovich.

2 charged in separate cases alleging armed road rage

MARYLAND

By Todd Karpovich

The U.S. Naval Acad-
emy released a list of 381
books and literary works 
removed from its library
as part of a review of diver-
sity, equity and inclusion
materials, following direc-
tives from Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth’s office
to evaluate and eliminate 
works focused on DEI.

Some titles include 
“How to Be an Antirac-
ist” by Ibram X. Kendi,
“White Evangelical 
Racism: The Politics of
Morality in America” by 
Anthea Butler, “Writing/
teaching: Essays Toward a
Rhetoric of Pedagogy” by
Paul Kameen, and “I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings” 
by Literarian Award recip-
ient Maya Angelou.

Other titles included 
themes of feminism, civil 
rights and racism, along 
with books surrounding
Jewish history, including
“Memorializing the Holo-
caust: Gender, Genocide 
and Collective Memory” 
by Janet Jacobs.

The decision to remove
books came after the Naval
Academy announced it 
would no longer consider
race, ethnicity or sex as
a factor for admission, a 
response to an executive 
order signed by President
Donald Trump, according
to federal court documents
released last week.

The order said that
“every element of the
Armed Forces should 
operate free from any
preference based on race
or sex.” It also directed 
Hegseth to conduct an
internal review of “activ-
ities designed to promote
a race or sex-based prefer-
ences system,” including at
the service academies.

Pentagon leaders 
ordered the Naval Acad-
emy last week to conduct
the book review and 
removal, according to the 
Associated Press.

Nimitz Library at the 
Naval Academy contains
about 590,000 books, 322 
databases and over 5,000 
journals and magazines.

C o m m a n d e r  T i m 
Hawkins, the Navy’s
Assistant Chief of Infor-
mation and Media Opera-
tions, issued an early news
release addressing the 
removal of the books.

“We can confirm the
U.S. Naval Academy has 
removed nearly 400
books from their Nimitz 
Library collection in order 
to ensure compliance with
all directives outlined in
Executive Orders issued 
by the President,” Hawkins
said in the release. “The 
Naval Academy’s mission
is to develop Midship-
men morally, mentally 
and physically in order to 
cultivate honorable lead-
ers, create a culture of
excellence and prepare
them for careers of service
to our country.”

Hawkins said Satur-
day there were no new 
statements on the book
removal.

Last week, the Naval
Academy mistakenly 
removed some photos
of distinguished female 
Jewish graduates from
a display case as they
prepared for Hegseth’s 
visit because of confusion 
over DEI policies. The
Navy issued a statement,
saying the academy was 
aware that photos were
mistakenly removed from 
the Naval Academy Jewish 
Center. It said Naval Acad-
emy leadership was 
immediately taking steps
to review and correct the
unauthorized removal.

Sun reporter James
Matheson and the
Associated Press 
contributed to this 
report. Have a news tip? 
Contact Todd Karpovich 
at tkarpovich@baltsun.
com or on X as @
ToddKarpovich.

Naval Academy 
removes 381 books
from library after 
orders about DEI

By Carson Swick

A lawsuit alleging racial 
discrimination and a home 
lien for unpaid water/sewer 
bills are among the list of 
controversies surround-
ing Calvin Young, who 
Baltimore Mayor Brandon 
Scott promoted last week to
become his next chief of staff
with a 79% salary increase. 

Young, who worked as 
treasurer on Scott’s 2024
primary campaign and 
became a senior adviser
to the mayor last fall, has
served in various public 
roles — including as chair-
man of the East Baltimore
Development Inc. board of
directors.

Andy Freeman, EBDI’s
former vice president of real 
estate development, lit into 
Young at a Baltimore City
Council hearing in Octo-
ber. Freeman, who is white,
told the council he was fired 
directly because of discrim-
ination by Young, who is 
Black.

“[I was fired] as a result
of a blatant racial discrim-
ination and a violation of 
my First Amendment rights 
by none other than EBDI’s 
board chair, Calvin Young, 
and Baltimore City Mayor

Brandon Scott,” Freeman
said at the hearing.

Freeman’s attorney, Bal-
timore civil rights lawyer 
Tonya Baña, filed a formal 
complaint with the Mary-
land Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission 
days before her client pub-
licly alleged racial discrim-
ination.

At the time, Baña said
she was “concerned” about 
Young’s hiring as a senior 
advisor to the mayor. She did
not respond by deadline to 
The Baltimore Sun’s recent
request for an interview to 
discuss the case further. 

A request to contact Baña
via email prompted an 
out-of-office reply.

The $1,783.81 home lien
was filed against Young’s
Residences at Roland 
Heights property in March 
2024. The sum of the lien

“represents water and sewer 
facilities charges which are 
unpaid and delinquent and 
permitted charges,” accord-
ing to public documents.

As of October, land
records did not show if the
lien had been satisfied.

Neither Young nor Scott’s
office responded to The
Baltimore Sun’s requests for 
an interview and to clarify 
the status of any proceed-
ings against Young, respec-
tively.

Young, who ran for mayor
himself in 2016, has a long 
history with Scott.

The two men attended
Mergenthaler “Mervo”
Vocational-Technical High 
School together in the early 
2000s.

Have a news tip? Contact
Carson Swick at cswick@
baltsun.com.

Baltimore mayor’s new chief of staff faced 
discrimination lawsuit, home lien in 2024

Flying away
Riding in a swing, 20-month-old Sophie Woods, of Hampden, smiles at her mother, Mollie Woods, during Lake Roland’s Migration 
Celebration.  
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By Todd Karpovich

A 25-year-old man is facing 
several charges after allegedly 
attacking his sleeping room-
mate with a 25-pound dumb-
bell, according to police.

Around 1 a.m. Friday, 
Annapolis Police officers
were called to the unit block
of Hearthstone Court for an
alleged assault. 

When officers arrived, they
met with the victim, who was

bleeding from his forehead, 
police said. 

The man reportedly told
police that his roommate
attacked him with a dumb-
bell while he was asleep.

The suspect was arrested 
and charged with attempted
second-degree murder, first-
and second-degree assault,
and reckless endangerment,
according to Annapolis
Police.

An Anne Arundel District

judge placed a protective 
order against the suspect 
Friday. 

As a result, the suspect
cannot contact the victim or 
enter the residence, accord-
ing to court records.

An attorney for the suspect 
was not listed in the court file.

Have a news tip? Contact
Todd Karpovich at 
tkarpovich@baltsun.com or 
on X as @ToddKarpovich.

Man charged after police say he hit
sleeping roommate with dumbbell
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Make climbing stairs
easy again with the
world’s top selling
stairlift in your home.
Stannah is simply the
best solution for any
straight, curved or
spiral stairway.

Call For A Free Home
Survey
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Make climbing stairs
easy again with the
world’s top selling
stairlift in your home.
Stannah is simply the
best solution for any
straight, curved or
spiral stairway.

Call For A Free Home
Survey

410-825-1440

OPEN FOR BUSINESS - STAIRLIFT SALE
REMOTE VIDEO APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

6300 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21209
800-825-1440 • bedcomobility.com


