
By Alexa Dikos 
FOX45 News

The giraffe herd at the 
Maryland Zoo has a new 
member, a 3-year-old 
female now settling into her 
new home.

She is not currently visi-
ble to the public while she 
goes through a standard 
quarantine and gets to 
know the zoo’s two other 
giraffes.

In the meantime, anyone 
who donates $100 or more 
to the zoo is entered for a 
chance to name the new 

giraffe.
To donate, or for more 

information about how to 
support Maryland Zoo and 
its animal care, please visit 
www.MarylandZoo.org/
news.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Alexa Dikos at aadikos@
sbgtv.com.

Maryland Zoo welcomes new 
giraffe, currently in quarantine 
before making its public debut

The Maryland Zoo’s newest 
reticulated giraffe is a 
3-year-old female, who is 
settling in and has yet to 
receive a name. MARYLAND 
ZOO

By Mikenzie Frost 
FOX45 News

The partnership between 
federal and local leaders has 
been on full display recently, 
especially with the news 
of the largest takedown in 
recent years resulting in 
indictments connected to 
four criminal drug traffick-
ing organizations. And the 
two top prosecutors say their 
teamwork is here to stay.

Baltimore City State’s 
Attorney Ivan Bates and 
U.S. Attorney for Mary-
land Erek Barron said their 
united front is not just for 
appearances. They noted 
the six-month wiretap inves-
tigation leading to 39 state 
indictments involving four 
different crime rings didn’t 

just materialize from noth-
ing.

“Things like this didn’t 
happen before because there 
was no partnership,” Bates 

said. “Having that partner-
ship — I don’t have the rela-
tionship with some of the 
federal partners that the U.S. 
Attorney does.”

When asked why he 
wanted to take this case, 
Barron said he believed his 
office should take a leader-
ship role in the crime-fight-
ing strategy. That means 
stepping up when necessary, 
he said.

“Problem-solving is about, 
sometimes it’s about being 
innovative – you know – Al 
Capone model of prosecut-
ing, right? But sometimes 
it’s simply about caring,” 
Barron said. “I care to the 
point where it could be my 
daughter who’s the next 
victim, that’s how much I 
care. That’s how much the 
public expects the state’s 
attorney and I to care. That’s 
how much they deserve us to 
work at this.”

In August 2022, Barron 

spoke at a news conference 
with other state and local 
leaders, including Baltimore 
City Mayor Brandon Scott 
and then-Gov. Larry Hogan. 
During that event, Barron 
launched his “Al Capone” 
style of prosecution plans. 
He said his office planned to 
use any legal means neces-
sary to ensure criminals face 
accountability.

“We started seeing histor-
ical reductions in violent 
crime” after that news 
conference, Barron said.

Homicides have declined 
in Baltimore City; 2023 
ended with fewer than 300 
homicides for the first time 
since 2014, marking a 21% 
drop from the previous year. 
So far, the city is on track to 
close out 2024 with fewer 

than 300 homicides again.
Bates said the partner-

ship with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office continues to grow, and 
Barron said his experience 
working as a local prosecutor 
helped prepare him for the 
challenges that can arise and 
helped him understand how 
a federal partner can help.

“I was an assistant state’s 
attorney for Baltimore City, 
so I know what that looks 
like on the ground. I know 
the power of our office to 
help that individual assistant 
state’s attorney,” Barron said. 
“So, knowing that, allows me 
to move in a different way 
than someone else might.”

Have a news tip? Contact 
Mikenzie Frost at mbfrost@
sbgtv.com.

Prosecutors credit Baltimore wiretap operation success

By Lori Rampani 
FOX45 News

Officials from Baltimore 
County unveiled a new 
memorial Tuesday in honor 
of those who died from 
COVID-19.

“Today we are gathering as 
we remember the more than 
3,000 Baltimore County resi-
dents who we lost to COVID-
19,” Baltimore County 
Executive Johnny Olszewski 
said during the unveiling cer-
emony at Lake Roland.

The freestanding proj-
ect was designed by artist 
James Dinh, whose design 
was selected in 2021 from a 
pool of 74 submissions by a 
panel of eight judges.

“My hope is that this gar-
den will provide comfort to 

those who have lost some-
body to COVID-19,” said Dr. 
Lucy Wilson, county health 
officer.

The public can visit the 
memorial at Lake Roland. 

It is open every day from 
sunrise to sunset.

Have a news tip? Contact 
Lori Rampani at lrampani@
sbgtv.com.

County unveils COVID memorial to 
honor 3,000 locals lost to pandemic

Officials from Baltimore County unveil a memorial Tuesday at Lake Roland in honor of county 
residents who died from COVID-19. FOX45 PHOTOS

A poem is inscribed in the Baltimore County COVID-19 
memorial at Lake Roland.

Evidence including guns, drugs and money were collected 
after Operation Tornado Alley and the takedown of four 
separate violent criminal organizations operating across 
southwest Baltimore. LLOYD FOX/STAFF

Sue Wolman, from left, Lisa Wolfe, and Michael and Zita Drillings enjoy the perfor-
mance of violist Justin DeFilippis, center, at Roland Park Place. It’s part of the “Musi-
cian in Residence” program that pairs Peabody Conservatory student musicians with 
residential communities. Musicians give regular performances and host practice 
sessions for residents. The program will run through the spring. 

PICTURING MARYLAND

‘Musician in Residence’
 KENNETH K. LAM/STAFF
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TIER 2 STUDY
OPEN HOUSES
On December 4, 9, and 11, 2024, the Maryland
Transportation Authority (MDTA) will host
Open Houses – one virtual and two in-
person – for the Chesapeake Bay Crossing
Study: Tier 2 NEPA (Tier 2 Study). The Tier
2 Study is addressing existing and future
transportation capacity needs and access
across the Chesapeake Bay and along the U.S.
50/301 approaches to the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge. This process will be formally initiated
with Federal Register publication of a Notice
of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) prior to the Open Houses.
These Open Houses will serve as scoping
meetings to solicit input on the issues that will
be evaluated in the EIS.
The MDTA will display materials describing
the agency’s proposed action to remove the
existing eastbound and westbound Bay Bridge
spans and replace them with two new bridge
spans. The new bridge would be constructed
near the location of the existing bridge.
On-going studies will determine the exact
location of any new structure. Seven proposed
alternatives retained for detailed study will be
presented including the No-Build Alternative
and six build alternatives. The MDTA will also
display options that were considered but not
being advanced.
The MDTA is committed to providing
opportunities for inclusive and transparent
stakeholder engagement to promote an
equitable transportation study process and to

ensure equity considerations are incorporated
into project decision-making. The MDTA invites
all interested parties to join us either virtually
or in-person at an upcoming Tier 2 Study
Open House.
Open House attendees will be able to:
learn about the Tier 2 Study including
MDTA’s proposed action, the proposed
retained alternatives, and their expected
environmental effects,
discuss the Tier 2 Study with the Study team
and ask questions, and
provide comments (the comment period will
end at midnight on January 13, 2025).

There will be no formal presentation; however,
the Study team will be available to answer
questions during both the in-person and
virtual Open Houses.
The same information will be provided at each
of the Open Houses. Visit the Study website
at baycrossingstudy.com to view the Open
House materials, provide comments, and to
submit your questions to be answered during
the virtual Open House.
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For more information, visit the Study website
at baycrossingstudy.com, or call 667-203-5408.

Virtual Open House
Wednesday, December 4

(6-8 p.m.)
Baycrossingstudy.com

Anne Arundel County
Monday, December 9

(6-8 p.m.)
Broadneck High School
1265 Green Holly Dr.
Annapolis, MD 21409

Queen Anne’s County
Wednesday, December 11

(6-8 p.m.)
Kent Island High School
900 Love Point Road.
Stevensville, MD 21666

Individuals who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities
Act or who require translation services (free of charge) should contact the MDTA at
410-537-1000 (711 for MD Relay) no later than 10 business days before the Open
House they would like to attend.

JOIN US! TIER 2 STUDY
OPEN HOUSES

Make climbing stairs
easy again with the
world’s top selling
stairlift in your home.
Stannah is simply the
best solution for any
straight, curved or
spiral stairway.

Call For A Free Home
Survey
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6300 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21209

800-825-1440 • bedcomobility.com
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Make climbing stairs
easy again with the
world’s top selling
stairlift in your home.
Stannah is simply the
best solution for any
straight, curved or
spiral stairway.

Call For A Free Home
Survey

410-825-1440

OPEN FOR BUSINESS - STAIRLIFT SALE
REMOTE VIDEO APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

6300 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21209
800-825-1440 • bedcomobility.com


