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By Sherry Greenfield

Howard County officials are 
taking steps to address concerns 
about affordable and accessible 
housing.

County Executive Calvin Ball 
recently signed an executive order 
establishing a 13-member Afford-
able Housing Working Group that 

will recommend goals and crite-
ria for an affordable and accessible 
housing program in the county.

“The establishment of the 
Affordable Housing Working 
Group reflects our commitment 
to providing a full spectrum of 
housing opportunities in Howard 
County,” Ball stated in a news 
release June 6. “As we face an ongo-

ing housing crisis across our coun-
try, the Working Group will help 
address our local housing chal-
lenges and propose policies that 
will expand housing options for 
individuals and families who seek 
to live and work here.”

The new group comes as a 
recommendation of the county’s 
HoCo By Design, a 327-page plan 

that is a long-term vision for how 
the county will develop and grow 
over the next 20 years. The plan 
identifies housing affordability as 
one of the most critical challenges 
facing the county.

The plan states that there is a 
need for a greater variety of hous-
ing types at various price points for 
both rental and homeownership. 

There also is a need for more hous-
ing that serves residents of all ages, 
especially the older population.

“Overall, the housing affordabil-
ity challenges are most severe for 
low-and moderate-income house-
holds,” the plan states. “These 
households, concentrated mostly 

Officials to study affordable housing in county

By Jacob Steinberg

Glenelg senior attackman Tim 
Iannarino fought off repeated fero-
cious checks from desperate Here-
ford defenders. While many would 
have crumbled under intense pres-
sure in the waning seconds of the 
Class 2A state championship, 
Iannarino found the situation 
hilarious.

Iannarino easily fended off 
double teams before finding his 
twin brother Chris, who helped 
cement Glenelg’s 10-7 state cham-
pionship victory, the program’s 
first since 2019.

With four brothers — two older, 
a twin and one younger — Ianna-
rino had endured worse, making 
him nearly impervious to those 
thunderous checks. Growing up, 

the Iannarino brothers competed 
in everything. They would play 
two-on-two with their youngest 
brother Jack rotating between 
both teams.

Those battles developed a 
toughness and fearlessness that 
shaped them. Their dad, Jeff, 
helped instill that mindset, encour-
aging them to always leave every-
thing on the field.

“Growing up with four brothers, 
everything is a war and a competi-
tion,” Tim said. “Who could eat the 
most food? Who could shoot the 
fastest? Who’s the best at basket-
ball and football? Competition has 
been in my blood forever. I feel 
like competition is so unique and 
allows you to meet new people. It 
also allows you to show off what 
you’re able to do and how much 

work you’ve put into whatever 
you’re doing.”

Tim’s fearlessness immediately 
stood out as a freshman. While he 
never shied away from contact, he 
was sometimes overpowered by 
bigger and stronger defenders as 
an underclassman. However, that 
was far from the case during his 
senior season. Iannarino routinely 
beat larger defenders on his way 
to a Howard County-leading 83 
points (57 goals, 26 assists).

He played his best in the season’s 
biggest moments, with five goals 
each in the state semifinal and 
state championship. Closing his 
career in style, Iannarino is the 
2024 Howard County Times boys 
lacrosse Player of the Year.
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Glenelg’s Iannarino showcases fearlessness, named Player of the Year

Glenelg’s Tim Iannarino is the 2024 Howard County Times boys lacrosse 
Player of the Year.  JEFFREY F. BILL/STAFF

By Sherry Greenfield

Construction is beginning on the next phase 
of Ellicott City’s Safe and Sound flood mitiga-
tion plan — a 5.5 million gallon flood retention 
pond, which is the third and largest pond to be 
constructed since the plan started in 2018.

Howard County Executive Calvin Ball was 
flanked by state and local officials as they ceremo-
nially broke ground June 4 on the H-4 Pond along 
the north side of Frederick Road, west of Route 29. 
When completed in fall 2025, the new pond will 
have the capacity to hold 5.5 million gallons of 
stormwater, which could otherwise flow directly 
into the Tiber-Hudson River and down to Main 
Street in historic Ellicott City.

The $3.96 million H-4 Pond includes $2.64 
million from the Maryland Department of the 
Environment’s comprehensive flood manage-
ment grant and another $1.32 million from the 
county.

The Safe and Sound plan, unveiled in Septem-
ber 2018, is the county’s response to heavy rains in 
2011, 2016 and 2018, that caused major flooding in 
Ellicott City’s historic district, killing three people 

and leaving behind massive destruction.
“Following the recent devastating floods of 

2011, 2016 and 2018, my team resolved to tackle a 
persistent stormwater threat, to take bold action 
to preserve and protect historic Ellicott City for 
future generations,” Ball said during the cere-
mony.

The Safe and Sound plan is estimated to cost 
between $113 million and $140 million. Thus far, 
two water detention ponds have been completed. 
The H-7 pond was completed in October 2022 
on state land at the intersection of Route 29 and 
Route 40 in Ellicott City. It has the capacity to hold 
more than 4.2 million gallons of water, restricting 
the flow of water away from town. The Quaker 
Mill pond was completed in February along 
Rogers Avenue. It has the capacity to hold more 
than 3.3 million gallons of water during storm 
events.

“When complete, all three ponds combined, 
H-7, H-4 and Quaker Mill, will have 13 million 
gallons of capacity equivalent to a football field 
filled with water that is 30 feet deep … As H-4 

Plan ‘Safe  
and Sound’

Members of the Howard County Department of Public Works 
along with Howard County and Maryland State Government 
officials participate in the ground breaking ceremony for the 
new H-4 stormwater retention pond. NATE PESCE/FREELANCE

The H-4 stormwater retention pond timeline and 
map overview. 

The area for construction of the proposed H-4 stormwater retention pond along Frederick Road that will hold 5.5 million gallons or the equivalent of a football 
field filled with water 12.8ft deep. NATE PESCE/FREELANCE PHOTOS

Officials, business owners break ground for third flood relief pond
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