
By Thomas Goodwin 
Smith

The Board of Carroll 
County Commissioners last 
week discussed changing a 
rule that requires a super-
majority of commissioners 
to vote on passing a budget.

A supermajority means 
that four of the five 
commissioners, who are 
all Republicans, must vote 
to approve a motion or else 
that motion would fail.

Commissioner Ed Roth-
stein said he is concerned 
about the board’s voting 
structure, which allows the 
board to pass motions by a 
simple majority vote as long 
as there is a quorum of at 
least three board members 
present. A supermajority is 
required only to authorize 
taxes.

“I think that we should 
have a tool in place,” Roth-
stein said. “The superma-
jority [rule] does not give 
us that tool. It limits that 
tool and we should have 
the tools in place to do the 
work necessary. So I’m in 
favor of going back to a 
majority vote.”

In January 2023, the 
board voted unanimously 
to adopt a resolution requir-
ing a supermajority vote to 
repeal Resolution 815-201, 
which required a superma-
jority of four commission-
ers voting in favor of any 
decision to raise taxes in 
Carroll County. Until that 
vote, a simple majority of 
three commissioners could 
reverse or repeal the reso-
lution requiring a super-

majority.
Rothstein said he made 

a mistake in voting for the 
measure in 2023.

Gordon said Thursday 
that the supermajority 
rule reflects the need for 
a compelling argument to 
raise taxes.

“I do not want to raise 
taxes,” Rothstein said. “You 
gotta realize that is not my 
intent here. My intent is, 
as I shared for five years 
now, is put it all on the 
table, and then take it off as 
appropriate. We can’t even 
put the taxes on the table 
… because it’s not on the 
same equal playing ground 
as everything else.”

The board is able to, in a 
simple majority vote, repeal 
its decision to require a 
supermajority to repeal the 
rule requiring a superma-
jority to raise taxes. Then, 
in another 3-2 vote, the 
board could repeal the rule 
that requires a 4-1 vote to 
raise taxes, Rothstein said.

“The discussion about 
a vote to change a super-
majority doesn’t make any 
sense to me,” Commis-
sioner Michael Guerin said, 
“I don’t think you can do it. 
So what’s the alternative? 
If you really want to make 
a case about raising taxes, 
go ahead and do it.”

Ken Kiler, the board’s 
president, said the county 
has a problem generating 
enough revenue to fund 
important programs.

Guerin said the county 
has a spending problem.

Rothstein said recent 
county budget increases 
have largely been due to 
funding priorities such 
as education, police and 
emergency services.

“I do struggle with the 

fact that we can’t raise reve-
nues without a 4-1 vote, but 
we can keep putting crap in 
the budget with 3-2 votes,” 
Kiler said. “It just seems 
foolish.”

Joe Vigliotti, the board’s 
vice president, said it 
would be more straight-
forward to either remove 
the supermajority require-
ment for a tax increase, or 
to require a 4-1 supermajor-
ity to include items in the 
budget.

“That would negate the 
concerns about having a 
4-1 supermajority with the 
taxes,” Vigliotti said, “but it 
would also really require 
us to think carefully about 
what we add to the budget 
as well. Now, given that, at 
any point between now and 
going through the budget, 
we can certainly vote to 
undo something like that, 
but it would certainly speak 
directly to the issue of 
having to compromise and 
having to balance revenue 
with the expenditures.”

Guerin said he supports 
the idea of requiring a 
4-1 majority for other 
budget-related votes.

Kiler said requiring a 
4-1 vote for adding budget 
expenses would be a bad 
idea.

“I’m not ready to vote 
today on getting rid of the 
4-1, but I think it’s a conver-
sation we need to talk 
about,” Kiler said. “And I 
think, legally, we could 
do a 3-2 to get rid of the 
4-1 to remove the 4-1, and 
then we could do the other 
one, but I don’t know that 
I want to. I think you made 
a good point if four of us 
can’t agree to something, 
then it ain’t that import-
ant.”
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By Christine Condon

Maryland officials have 
once again expanded the 
“quarantine zone” for spot-
ted lanternflies, the invasive 
insects that damage grape-
vines and other plants.

On Monday, the Mary-
land Department of Agri-
culture expanded the zone 
to include Charles and 
Garrett counties, indicat-
ing that populations of the 
insects have been detected 
there. Now, the quarantine 
zone covers most of Mary-
land, with the exception of 
four of the state’s southern-
most counties.

Under the quaran-
tine zone, businesses and 
government agencies 
transporting plants, yard 
waste, outdoor construc-
tion equipment and other 
items that could contain the 
bugs or their egg masses are 
required to obtain a permit. 
Employees must undergo 
training sessions on inspect-
ing for the insects and miti-
gating their spread.

The U.S. invasion of 
spotted lanternflies began 

in Pennsylvania’s Berks 
County in 2014, and has 
spread since into Maryland 
and several other surround-
ing states. Native to parts of 
Asia, the lanternflies feed on 
over 70 plant species, pierc-
ing trunks and stems to sip 
on sap, and leaving damage 
in their wake. The insects 
are talented hitchhikers, 
easily latching onto vehicles 
and therefore spreading to 
new areas.

Maryland’s first “quar-
antine order” came in 2019, 
with Cecil and Harford 
counties, which now have 
established lanternfly popu-
lations. By 2022, nine more 
Maryland counties had 
been added to the list, and 
seven more were added last 
year. Now, only St. Mary’s, 
Dorchester, Somerset and 
Worcester counties are not 
under a quarantine.

Anyone who comes 
across a spotted lanternfly 
is advised to squish it. The 
bugs, which do not bite or 
sting, are known for their 
bright red and tan spotted 
wings. As young nymphs, 
however, they are wingless, 
and black with white spots.

Residents also can submit 
sighting reports online to the 
Maryland Department of 
Agriculture, though reports 
are no longer needed for 
Cecil and Harford counties.

Maryland vineyards have 
reported some impact on 
their crop from the insects, 
but the state has imple-
mented an egg mass removal 
program to try to reduce 
potential infestations.

Spotted lanternfly ‘quarantine 
zone’ now covers most of Md.

A late-stage nymph of the 
invasive spotted lanternfly. 
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By Dan Belson

A Baltimore man was 
arrested early Monday in 
connection with the death 
of a Pikesville man who was 
found dead earlier this year 
in a vehicle in a Frederick 
County field.

The Frederick County 
Sheriff’s Office said depu-
ties, along with U.S. 
marshals, arrested the 
20-year-old suspect while 
executing a search-and-sei-
zure warrant at about 6 a.m. 
in Baltimore for the homi-
cide. The department is 
still investigating the death 
of Brice Wendell Boots, a 
65-year-old from Pikesville 
who was found Jan. 10 in a 
vehicle spotted early that 
morning in a Walkersville 
field.

The suspect was arrested 
on an indictment that was 
still sealed as of Monday, 

though he was scheduled 
for a bail review in Fred-
erick County on Tuesday 
afternoon, a spokesperson 
for the local state’s attor-
ney’s office said.

Sheriff ’s Capt. Sedat 
Caliskan said that the 
20-year-old suspect was 
known to Boots, a retired 
truck driver and accom-
plished athlete who once 
played football, baseball 
and basketball at Edmond-
son High School, accord-
ing to his obituary. Caliskin, 
who commands the office’s 
Special Operations Divi-
sion, said the homicide is 
believed to have occurred 
in Frederick County, where 
the suspect is being held in 
the local detention center. 
It’s still under investiga-
tion whether additional 
suspects are involved, he 
said.

The sheriff’s office and 

the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner said 
Boots’ death was ruled and 
investigated as a homicide, 
though neither would say 
how Boots died. The coun-
ty’s sheriff, Chuck Jenkins, 
described the homicide in a 
statement as a “very disturb-
ing murder” that “has been 
a non-stop priority for our 
agency since it occurred.”

Deputies had responded 
at about 1:30 p.m. Jan. 10 
to the 8200 block of Crum 
Road in Walkersville for 
a call reporting a “suspi-
cious vehicle” that had 
been sitting in a field with 
its flashers on since about 7 
that morning. The ensuing 
investigation closed down 
a mile-long section of the 
road for about two days.

Those with information 
on the homicide are asked to 
contact the sheriff’s office at 
301-600-2071.

Arrest made in connection with 
‘very disturbing’ killing of man, 65

protections in the Afford-
able Care Act that are set to 
expire next year.

“I’m here in New Hamp-
shire to talk about the 
budget I released today that 
would, I think, help in a big 
way,” Biden said.

Biden aides said their 
budget was realistic 
and detailed while rival 
measures from Republicans 
were not financially viable.

“Congressional Repub-
licans don’t tell you what 
they cut, who they harm,” 
White House budget direc-
tor Shalanda Young said. 
“The president is transpar-
ent, details every way he 
shows he values the Amer-
ica people.”

House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, R-Louisiana, 
issued a joint statement with 
other GOP leaders calling 
the Biden proposal a “glar-
ing reminder of this Admin-
istration’s insatiable appetite 
for reckless spending.”

“Biden’s budget doesn’t 
just miss the mark — it is 
a roadmap to accelerate 
America’s decline,” the 
House Republican leaders 
said.

Under the proposal, the 
government would spend 
$7.3 trillion next fiscal year 
and borrow $1.8 trillion to 
cover the shortfall from tax 
receipts. Biden’s 188-page 
plan covers a decade’s worth 
of spending, taxes and debt.

Parents could get an 
increased child tax credit 
in 2025, as payments would 
return briefly to the 2021 level 
funded by Biden’s coronavi-
rus pandemic relief package. 

Homebuyers could get 
a tax credit worth up to 
$10,000 and $10 billion 

in down payment aid for 
first-generation buyers. 

Corporate taxes would 
jump upward, while billion-
aires would be charged a 
minimum tax of 25%.

Biden said in his State of 
the Union that Medicare 
should have the ability to 
negotiate prices on 500 
prescription drugs, which 
could save $200 billion 
over 10 years. Aides said his 
budget does not specify how 
many drug prices would be 
subject to negotiations.

The proposal would 
provide about $900 billion 
for defense in fiscal 2025, 
about $16 billion more than 
the baseline.

The Biden administra-
tion is still seeking money to 
help Ukraine defend itself 
against Russia and aid for 
Israel. His budget plan reit-
erates the supplemental 
funding request made last 
October for Ukraine, Israel 
and humanitarian relief for 
Palestinians.

It’s also requesting fund-
ing to expand personnel 
and resources at the U.S. 
southern border. Still, mili-
tary spending over 10 years 
would decline $146 billion to 
$9.57 trillion.

One key theme in the 
budget plan is an effort to 
help families afford their 
basic needs, as the impact of 
inflation hitting a four-de-
cade high in 2022 continues 
to leave many voters feeling 
as though they’re worse off 
under Biden.

The budget proposal 
includes $258 billion to 
help build or preserve 2 
million homes, helping to 
address a national shortage 
that has kept housing prices 
high. Parents making under 
$200,000 annually would 
have access to child care, 
with most eligible families 

paying no more than $10 a 
day.

All of this is a chance for 
Biden to try to define the 
race on his preferred terms, 
just as the all-but-cer-
tain Republican nomi-
nee, Donald Trump, wants 
to rally voters around his 
agenda.

Trump, for his part, would 
like to increase tariffs and 
pump out gushers of oil. He 
called for a “second phase” 
of tax cuts as parts of his 
2017 overhaul of the income 
tax code would expire after 
2025. The Republican has 
also said he would slash 
government regulations. 
He has also pledged to pay 
down the national debt, 
though it’s unclear how 
without him detailing severe 
spending cuts.

In a Monday interview 
with CNBC, Trump indi-
cated that he would be will-
ing to reduce spending for 
Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid, though he did 
not offer a full policy.

“There is a lot you can do 
in terms of entitlements, in 
terms of cutting,” Trump 
said.

The interview drew 
Biden’s attention, prompt-
ing him to tell the audience 
in New Hampshire that 
cuts were off the table: “The 
bottom line is he’s still at it. 
I’m never going to allow that 
to happen.”

House Republicans 
on Thursday voted their 
own budget resolution for 
the next fiscal year out of 
committee, saying it would 
trim deficits by $14 trillion 
over 10 years. 

But their measure would 
depend on rosy economic 
forecasts and sharp spend-
ing cuts, reducing $8.7 tril-
lion in Medicare and 
Medicaid expenditures. 
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President Joe Biden speaks about his budget proposal Monday in Goffstown, New Hampshire. 
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