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By Lia Russell

The Baltimore County 
Council approved on 
Tuesday the 2030 Master 
Plan after a four-year delay 
and months of intense 
discussion between the 
council and county offi-
cials.

The 2030 Master Plan 
is a charter-mandated 
document that strategizes 
where development in 
Baltimore County should 
occur in ten-year cycles. 
Its passage has become 
a point of contention 
between the council and 
administration after plan-
ning staff informed the 
council last month they 
would not help council 
staff amend the plan.

The council approved 
the plan 6-1.

Members also added 
a m e n d m e n t s  t h a t 
require the plan to be in 
a printed format; empha-
size areas like Spring 
Grove Hospital Center 

and University of Mary-
land Baltimore County 
for redevelopment; add 
clarifying language about 
growth, environmental 
and historic preservation 
goals and adequate public 
facilities capacity; and add 
language allowing the plan 
to be amended only with 
council approval.

Councilman Todd Cran-
dell, a Dundalk Republi-
can, cast the dissenting 
vote.

The vote came hours 
after Council Chair Izzy 
Patoka, a Pikesville Demo-
crat, said he had reached 
an agreement with County 
Executive Johnny Olsze-
wski, a Democrat, for the 
council to draft new legis-
lation allowing members 
to create new zoning 
districts in exchange 
for Olszewski pulling a 
controversial related bill.

That bill, which Olsze-
wski proposed last month, 
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A pedestrian walks through the shadows of St. Paul Street as the sun shined in 
Baltimore on Wednesday. Today will be mostly cloudy with a slight chance of 
rain in the afternoon and evening. See weather on Sports, Page 16
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UM publishes 
slavery report
The University of Maryland, 
College Park releases its 
first research report on 
its connections to slavery, 
detailing how its founder 
was a descendant of 
enslavers and owned at 
least 55 people. Page 3

Queen commits 
to Maryland  
Baltimore native Derik 
Queen, one of most highly 
sought high school boys 
basketball seniors in the 
country, announced that 
he has committed to the 
Terps. Sports

“Peter Pan” scriptwriter Larissa Fasthorse, left, and director Lonny Price, center, work 
on the Hippodrome Theatre stage Saturday with Nolan Almeida, who plays Peter Pan. 
BARBARA HADDOCK TAYLOR/STAFF

By Mary Carole McCauley

The Native American 
stereotypes that permeate 
“Peter Pan” almost drove 
Kenny Ramos away from 
a career in an art form he 
loves.

“‘Peter Pan’ is a very 
triggering show for me,” 
said Ramos, an actor and 
member of the Barona Band 
of Mission Indians.

“I grew up on a reserva-
tion, and even as an audi-
ence member the racism left 
me feeling disempowered 

and betrayed. Eventually, I 
ended up quitting theater 
altogether.”

But this week, Ramos 
is taking the stage at the 
Hippodrome Theatre, 
launching a 50-city national 
tour, performing in a show 
that at one time he loathed. 
Ramos, a member of the 
“Peter Pan” ensemble, is 
originating the role of a 
character named Acoma, a 
member of Tiger Lily’s tribe 
— a role added by Larissa 
FastHorse, the Native Amer-
ican playwright tasked with 
revising the script.

“I’ve found my way back,” 

A ‘Peter Pan’ without  
Indigenous stereotypes

IF YOU GO: “Peter Pan” continues through Feb. 25 at the Hippodrome Theatre, 12 N. 
Eutaw St. Ticket prices start at $57. Go to ticketmaster.com for information.

Musical’s US tour 
begins in Baltimore  

By Darcy Costello

Baltimore Police offi-
cers pursuing a suspect’s 
vehicle hit 79 miles per 
hour in a 25-mph zone 
before the Chevrolet Cruze 
collided with a tree, killing 
a 74-year-old passenger, a 
report from Independent 
Investigations Division 
of the Maryland Attorney 
General’s Office found.

Eight minutes into the 

pursuit, when a major 
instructed the officers by 
radio to ease off and to be 
mindful of police policies, 
the two officers voiced 
frustration, according 
to body camera footage 
captured by the officers 
and quoted in the report.

“What?!” both are 
quoted as saying.

“It’s a f—ing armed 
robbery car!” one said, 
before the other deacti-

vated their siren. “F— it. 
No, no, no,” the same offi-
cer said, before advising, 
“Yeah, keep going.”

About 10 seconds later, 
the Chevrolet Cruze 
crashed into a parked car 
and then a tree in North 
Baltimore’s Roland Park 
neighborhood. Linda 
Moss, 74, was pronounced 
dead on the scene. Her 
husband, Daniel Moss, 58, 
is facing armed robbery 
charges in Carroll County.

The report from the unit 
that examines police-in-
volved fatalities statewide 

was released Tuesday, 
shortly after the Baltimore 
State’s Attorney declined 
to bring criminal charges 
against the two police offi-
cers, Bradley Roberson and 
Menachem Rosenbloom, 
in connection with the 
crash last March 25.

Prosecutors wrote in 
a declination report that 
Roberson, who was driv-
ing, maintained control 
of his vehicle and didn’t 
“directly” endanger the 
live of pedestrians or 
other drivers. It is “highly 
unlikely,” the report said, 

that his driving was grossly 
negligent and caused 
Linda Moss’ death.

After the crash, the 
officers discussed how 
they “backed off” before-
hand. One of them tells a 
supervisor by phone that 
they had “slowed a little 
bit” because the major 
instructed them to do so.

The investigative unit 
report says the officers’ 
account that they’d turned 
off sirens before the crash 
is backed up by camera 

Cops in fatal pursuit questioned call to ease off
AG report says major told officers to 
slow down seconds before collision

Turn to Plan, Page 2

Turn to Pursuit, Page 6
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By Christine Condon

Amid “long-term severe 
staffing shortages” at the 
Back River Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, Baltimore 
City officials approved more 
private contracting help 
Wednesday to run the plant’s 
day-to-day operations.

The city’s spending board 
approved a new five-year, $50 
million contract requested by 
the Baltimore Department of 
Public Works for a company 
to handle “biosolids manage-
ment” at the facility, which is 
the state’s largest wastewater 
plant.

Under the contract, 

signed last year by the city, 
the company has taken over 
operating certain parts of 
the plant previously run by 
city staff, said interim Direc-
tor of Public Works Rich-
ard Luna. The 40 city staff 
members in those areas have 
been transferred to other 
places in the facility.

The contract represents 
an expansion of private 
operation of the Back River 
facility, where corporations 
already have a sizable foot-
print. But city staffers were 
adamant during Wednes-
day’s Board of Estimates 
meeting that it did not repre-
sent privatization of the 

plant, but rather a tempo-
rary fix to staffing struggles.

“It’s not a privatization. 
This is really to help invest 
in ourselves,” said Paul 
Sayan, acting head of the 
city’s water and wastewater 
bureau. “It gives us time to 
recruit, to train and eventu-
ally take over full operation 

of the plant.”
Staffing has been a 

persistent challenge at the 
city-run facility, which first 
came under state scrutiny 
in 2021 as it leaked pollu-
tion into Baltimore County’s 
Back River. 

Baltimore OKs more private labor to run wastewater plant amid staffing problems

By Alex Mann  
and Darcy Costello

Maryland courts have 
run out of money to pay for 
indigent people charged 
with crimes to be released 
on home detention pend-
ing trial, putting hundreds 
of such defendants at risk of 
reincarceration, according 
to documents obtained by 
The Baltimore Sun.

In 2021, the state sent 
$5 million to its Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts 
for a program that would 
pay private home deten-
tion companies to monitor 
defendants pending trial, so 
long as judges determined 
they qualified for release and 
couldn’t afford the service 
on their own, the documents 
show. The money came from 
the state’s allocation from 
the Congress’ Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act.

The move came as courts 
across the country looked for 
ways to reduce the number 
of people incarcerated pend-
ing trial to limit the spread of 
COVID-19, while seeking not 
to keep poor people behind 
bars because they couldn’t 
afford home monitoring.

It also represented contin-
ued reform to a bail system 
with a history of incarcerat-
ing poor people.

On Friday, court officials 
told home detention compa-
nies in Maryland that those 
funds had dried up, accord-
ing to a letter sent by the 
Administrative Office of the 
Courts.

Terri Charles, a spokes-
woman for the Mary-
land Judiciary, confirmed 

Court 
project 
out of 
money
Poor defendants on 
home detention at 
risk of incarceration

Turn to Plant, Page 5

Turn to Court, Page 6



By Lia Russell

A new bill circulating 
among members of the Balti-
more County Council would 
make it easier to build multi-
use buildings in certain busi-
ness or manufacturing areas, 
according to a draft obtained 
by The Baltimore Sun.

The Sun reviewed the bill a 
day after Council Chair Izzy 
Patoka and County Execu-
tive Johnny Olszewski Jr. 
said Tuesday that they had 
reached an agreement for 
the council to pass its own 
bill in exchange for Olsze-
wski withdrawing a similar 
bill that other members had 
protested. Patoka and Olsze-
wski are Democrats.

Patoka expects to intro-
duce the new bill March 4.

It would create new 
districts, known as overlays, 
on top of existing zoned areas 
to allow for more uses than 
what’s allowed currently. It 

would also allow for mixed-
use buildings in manufac-
turing and business districts 
if the districts are within the 
Urban-Rural Demarcation 
Line (URDL) and within a 
specific area identified for 
redevelopment in the coun-
ty’s 2030 Master Plan.

Overlay districts already 
exist in some parts of the 
county, to preserve areas 
for parks and green spaces, 
and to preserve jobs in some 
industrial areas.

Republican Councilman 
Todd Crandell said he would 
not vote for Patoka’s bill after 
he previously opposed Olsze-
wski’s bill. Another Repub-
lican councilman, Wade 
Kach, said via email he was 
still reviewing the draft but 
would remain in opposition 
if Patoka did not make any 
major changes.

Olszewski’s bill would 
have allowed some mixed-
use developments — which 

combine multiple uses in 
one building, such as apart-
ment buildings with a 
ground-floor grocery store 
— in certain county areas 
without needing council 
approval, drawing ire from 
Kach and Crandell, who said 
that provision would under-
mine the council’s land-use 
authority.

Patoka said the new 
zoning process created by 
his bill would be “totally 
controlled” by the council, 
and that the overlay districts 
would be allowed only once 
every four years, during the 
Comprehensive Zoning Map 
Process (CZMP). The year-
long 2024 CZMP ends in 
September.

“I haven’t done a vote tally 
but I feel confident it’ll pass,” 
Patoka said of his bill. “There 
will be community support 
for this. Council members 
have become the closest 
touch to county government 

that residents and commu-
nities have, and given that, 
they should feel confident 
that their member will make 
a sound decision that allows 
for community sentiment to 
be a part of the formula.”

Crandell, who has sparred 
with the administration and 
council Democrats in the 
past, had opposed Olszews-
ki’s bill, calling it “toxic” and 
“completely unpopular.”

On Wednesday, he said 
Patoka’s creation of a new 
zoning overlay while in the 
middle of the 2024 CZMP 
was “completely inappro-
priate.”

“The deadline has passed 
for [council members] to 
submit zoning issues,” he 
said. “The timing to me is 
completely inappropriate. 
I would rather a developer 
comes to me with a proposal 
and we work it out legisla-
tively.”

The council voted to delay 

withdrawing Olszewski’s bill 
until early next month when 
Patoka introduces the new 
bill, another sticking point 
for Crandell: “I thought the 
council was in agreement 
we’d just table it, kill it. I feel 
lied to.”

Olszewski told reporters 
Wednesday that he agreed 
to withdraw his bill to find 
“consensus” with the coun-
cil, and that the new coun-
cil bill would “empower” 
members to work with 
community groups and iden-
tify ideal areas within their 
council districts for redevel-
opment.

Patoka’s bill would allow 
the following buildings in 
mixed-use districts, which 
are already allowed by right 
elsewhere in the county: 
single-family homes, apart-
ment buildings, community 
centers, office spaces, art 
galleries, parks, schools, and 
places of worship. Confer-

ence centers, hotels, outdoor 
live music venues, banks and 
parking garages would be 
allowable by special excep-
tion. Cannabis dispensaries, 
service garages, warehouses, 
motels, disposal facilities and 
liquor stores would not be 
allowed.

Patoka’s bill would also 
require buildings to be a 
minimum of two stories 
high, but cannot exceed more 
than 150% of the maximum 
allowed height in the origi-
nal area. The bill would go 
into effect 45 days after its 
passage.

The county is under a 
federal consent decree to 
produce 1,000 affordable 
housing units by 2027, and is 
running out of developable 
land. The council finally 
passed on Tuesday the 2030 
Master Plan, which strate-
gizes where housing, tran-
sit and businesses should be 
built.

Balto. Co. Council chair eyes mixed-use zoning districts

The following year, state 
environmental officials 
mandated that a team of 
workers from the Maryland 
Environmental Service step 
in to make improvements at 
the plant.

The city was sued by the 
state and a local environ-
mental nonprofit over pollu-
tion issues at the plant and 
the city’s other facility along 
the Patapsco. As a result, the 
city is now operating under 
a court-enforceable consent 
decree to improve both 
plants, and has to pay up to 
$4.75 million in fines.

Among the issues at the 
Back River facility was 
sewage sludge, also called 
“biosolids,” clogging poorly 
maintained equipment, caus-
ing breakdowns that contam-
inated the plant’s discharge 
into the river with bacteria 
and other damaging pollut-
ants, dealing a blow to efforts 
to restore the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries.

The plant’s discharges 
improved after the state’s 
team stepped in, but that 
group has largely departed.

The new contract, which 
can be extended up to eight 
years for a maximum total 
of $100 million, brings in 
private, certified operators to 
work in the biosolids process. 
The contractor is Operations 
Management International 
Inc., a subsidiary of Jacobs 
Engineering.

The city has struggled 
with ensuring plant workers 
obtain certification. Fewer 
than half of the city’s Back 
River staff have a permanent 
operator’s license, a process 
that can take three to five 
years to complete, accord-
ing to a statement from the 
department.

W h i l e  O p e ra t i o n s 
Management takes over 
biosolids, the city can hire, 
train and certify more staff, 
hopefully bolstered by a 
recent salary increase for 
water and wastewater posi-
tions, Luna said. The city 
also hired a permanent plant 
manager for Back River 
about two weeks ago, Luna 
said — a position that was 
challenging to fill.

The city has the option 
to back out of the staffing 
contract earlier than five 
years, though it would face 
penalties for doing so, rang-

ing from $513,000 in the first 
year to $169,000 in the final 
three years.

Private companies already 
have a considerable presence 
at Back River. For instance, 
a company called ProS-
tart manages the city’s new 
half-billion-dollar Head-
works facility, which came 
online in 2021 to address 
a sewage bottleneck lead-
ing into the plant. Another 
contract approved Wednes-
day by the city’s Board of 
Estimates extends this 

arrangement through next 
January, according to board 
records, with the goal of 
training city staff to run the 
Headworks, heralded as a 
key part of the city’s effort to 
reduce sewage overflows and 
backups into city homes and 
buildings.

In addition, a company 
called Synagro handles 
the drying of about 60% of 
the plant’s sewage sludge 
after it’s removed from the 
process, so that it can be used 
as agricultural fertilizer. This 

process came under scrutiny 
last March, when an explo-
sion and fire damaged the 
Synagro building. An inves-
tigatory report referenced 
“poor housekeeping” in the 
building, and cited dust accu-
mulation as a reason for the 
blast.

The incident, which didn’t 
cause any reported injuries, 
highlighted the importance 
of the city checking up on its 
contractors to ensure they 
are complying with safety 
and environmental regula-

tions, said Mary Grant, direc-
tor of the Public Water for All 
campaign at Food and Water 
Watch.

“It’s not a way to bypass 
accountability or responsibil-
ity, and it can also introduce 
a lot of new risks,” she said of 
privatization.

Though it helps address 
staffing issues quickly, the 
decision to privatize certain 
processes at the plant also 
could increase costs for the 
city and ratepayers, since 
profit-making contractors 
may charge more than city 
employees would have been 
paid to complete the tasks, 
Grant said.

With several different 
private companies work-
ing in the plant, it’s crucial 
that the different entities 
communicate effectively 
about goings-on at the plant, 
said Evan Isaacson, a senior 
attorney at the Chesapeake 
Legal Alliance, which has 
been involved in the litiga-
tion over Baltimore’s waste-
water plants.

“The main ‘pro’ is some of 
these firms have their name 
on the line,” Isaacson said. 
“I hope they recognize that 
their name is on the line if the 
plant melts down again.”

Plant
from Page 1

The 466-acre Back River Wastewater Treatment Plant site in Dundalk. JERRY JACKSON/STAFF
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MARYLANDDEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION
MARYLAND TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (MDOTMTA)

NOTICEOFPUBLICHEARINGS
(Aviso de Audiencias Públicas)

MTA gives notice offive public hearings onproposed service changes
affecting 34 Commuter Bus routes. The proposal includes discontinuing
eight Commuter Bus routes and service reductions to 26 routes. The service
changeswould becomeeffective onMonday, July 01, 2024.
Complete details of the proposed service changes are available for public
review in the Transit Store and the lobby of theWilliamDonald Schaefer
Building at 6 St. Paul Street in Baltimore andonline at
mta.maryland.gov/commuter-bus2024.
Individuals andorganizations are invited to provide testimony for the
official record. Public hearingswill be conducted in person, and virtually.
Testimony canbeprovided via video or phoneduring virtual hearings.

VirtualParticipation:Broadcast LiveOnline andvia Telephone
• Testimonywill beprovided via audioonly.
• To access a virtual hearingonline visitmta.maryland.gov/commuter-bus202
andclick the link to thehearing session.

• Advance registration is encouraged toprovide comments, thoughnot
required. Please register, by 5:00PM thedaybefore thehearing atwhich you
wish to speak, atmta.maryland.gov/commuter-bus2024or call 410-767-3999.

• Access via telephoneat 301-715-8592andenter themeeting ID for the
hearing session. Advance registration toprovide testimony via telephone
is not available.

Written testimonymay be submitted via email to HearingComments@mta.maryland.gov
with “Written Testimony” as the subject heading. Testimonymay also bemailed
to MTA, Office of Customer Relations, 6 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.
MTAwill accept written testimony for the official public hearing record through
Monday, April 29, 2024
Locations are accessible for peoplewithdisabilities. Sign Language interpretation
will beprovided. Please contact thedepartment listedbelow toarrange for: special
assistanceor additional accommodation toparticipate in this public hearing;
printedmaterial in analternate format or translated; andan interpreter. All
requestsmust be receivedoneweek in advance.
Los sitios tienenaccesoparapersonas condiscapacidades. Por favor comuníquese conel departamento
listadoa continuaciónpara concertar arreglos para: ayudaespecial o adaptaciones adicionales;material
impreso enun formatoalternativoo traducido; personas sordas ypersonasque solicitanun(a) intérprete.
Todas las solicitudesdeben ser recibidas conuna semanadeantelación.
MDOTMTATransit InformationContact Center
410-539-5000 | 866-743-3682 |MDRelay users dial 7-1-1
(Usuarios deRelayMarylandmarquen7-1-1)

Schedule of Public Hearings
Monday, March 18, 2024

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Virtual only

Meeting ID: 842 1058 7046

Thursday, March 21, 2024
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

Virtual only
Meeting ID: 857 3428 2268

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Virtual only
Meeting ID: 833 5337 4886

Tuesday, March 26, 2024
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Michael E. Busch Annapolis Library
1410 West Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

Wednesday, March 27, 2024
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
George Howard Building

Banneker Room
3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21043


