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30 years ago30 years ago
146 bald eagles spend winter in MD
A midwinter survey found the highest number
of bald eagles in Maryland since 1979. < 

— Bay Journal, March 1994

20 years ago20 years ago
Bay cleanup effort needs 
huge boost
Bay Program figures showed that the cleanup 
pace would have to increase threefold to 
meet the 2010 restoration goals.< 

— Bay Journal, March 2004

10 years ago 10 years ago 
Streamside tree plantings 
falter badly
Just 202 miles of forest buffers were planted 
in across the region in 2013, the lowest rate 
since 1998. < 

— Bay Journal, March 2014

1,139 1,139 
Public access points in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed in 2010

1,3791,379
Public access points in the Bay 
watershed in 2022

1,9241,924
Acres of oyster reefs constructed in 
11 Bay tributaries since 2014, making 
it the world’s largest oyster 
restoration effort

1,927,9401,927,940
Acres of impervious surface in the Bay
watershed as of 2018 (4.6% of the total)

2929
Species of waterfowl supported by 
the Bay ecosystem

8,0008,000
Pounds of food web production 
needed to support 1 pound of 
commercial fish production

Many residents in the Chesapeake Bay region
experience flooding from heavy rains. But how

a raindrop flows down driveways and roads — and 
sometimes surges back up — isn't as easy to see.
In modern city water systems, a raindrop hits the 

pavement and rolls into the storm drain. From there,  
it flows to the nearest stream or river. Meanwhile, 
sewage heads to the treatment plant in a separate pipe.
But in older “combined” systems, rain mixes with 

wastewater in one pipe. To avoid backing up treatment 

The journey of a raindrop

Graphic courtesy of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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plants during heavy rain, the mixture will flow over a 
short wall called the flow regulator. From there, the 
water, mixed with untreated sewage, falls into a nearby 
river or creek.
Cities built combined sewer systems in the mid–  

to late- 1800s because they were more affordable. 
Today, though, the systems are often overwhelmed 
by the increasing population and intense rain from 
climate change. <

– L. Hines-Acosta
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