Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting

January 17, 2024 at 6:30 PM

Meeting held via Zoom

Meeting convened at 6:30 pm.

Executive Committee Member present: Gero Verheyen (chair), Jeff and Siobhan Budnitz, Matt Hand,
Kurt Davis, Peter Lev, Roger Gookin, Lydia Redding, Beth Hoker, Dorothea Lankford, Kathryn McConnell
and Nick Dilks

Prior Board Meeting minutes were approved.

Gero welcomed Nick Dilks to the board as this was his first meeting.

Treasurer’s Report Jeffrey Budnitz
Jan 17,24

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings 91,803.75

Total Current Assets 91,803.75

Fixed Assets 591,504.86

TOTAL ASSETS 683,308.61

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity 683,308.61

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 683,308.61

Staff Report Matt Hand

On Wednesday, 1/10/24 a tree fell on the Nature Center and created 4 holes in the roof. A vent pipe
was also broken. Ceiling tiles were damaged. On Friday, 1/12/24 roof repairs were made to the Nature

Center. The vent pipe was repaired.

On Friday, 1/12/24 eleven tree trunks were removed from adjacent to the boardwalk and the boardwalk
was reopened to patrons after being closed due to a hazardous tree.

Three staff members attended Certified Interpretive Guide Training this week at Cromwell Valley Park.
Recreation Report

Saturday’s (1/13/24) Weed Warriors program was well attended.

Upcoming Programs: Primitive Fire Making 1/20/24, Wolf Moon Hike and Campfire 1/25/24, and Signing

About Nature Campfire 1/28/24.

Membership Committee Jeffrey Budnitz



LRNC currently has 49 members.
Environmental Peter Lev

Last year's main objectives were miscanthus removal and seed collection. Roger Latham was very
helpful with this project.

Historical Preservation Bill Hokemeyer, Aaron Levin

Bill provided this information in an email: Aaron spoke with Kat Sterner about doing a resurvey of the
cemetery. Data from the previous scan in 2022 is apparently missing some data so it is best to do a new
survey.

Kat now rents the Towson U. GPR unit for her own work, she is not restricted in its use as before. Kat
would like to do the survey one day on a weekend in mid- to late February—exact date to be
determined. We would need to have a cleanup day in advance to rake out any debris and we talked
about doing that on January 27. Perhaps one or two other members of the Historical Committee could
help then. Aaron will contact Kat on January 23 or 24 to confirm and an email will be sent to members
of the Historical Preservation Society asking for volunteers. Several people have said they would like to
help. A Sign Up Genius event will be sent out once a date and time have been chosen.

Kat would work with her geophysical specialist to prepare a report by May, if not sooner. She would
send us their interpretive report; screenshots of data of specific features; photographs; a description of
the soils and landscape; and the original data files (which, however, require specialized software to
read). She will also do a literature review on the site, so maybe David Wallack can send her his
findings. She would not charge us for this work. Once her report and supporting documentation is in
hand, Kat will help us prepare the appropriate state cemetery site form for the Maryland State
Archaeologist.

Paw Point Beth Hoker

current membership: 405

Trails Jeffrey and Gero
No updates

Recreation Steve Bruno, Matt Hand
Someone threw a sled out on the lake and it is still there.

Old Business
No updates

New Business

All Nature Council presidents received an email 12/14/23. Recreation and Parks hired PROS Consulting
to conduct an organizational change assessment. A Reimagining Recreation and Parks project came as a



result of this review. Starting 1/1/24 fees for rentals and programs are to go to the department instead
of the councils.



