
Our 186th Year No. 290	 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023Price $4.00.

By Najib Jobain, Samya Kullab 
and Joseph Krauss 
Associated Press

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — Truckloads 
of aid sat idle at Egypt’s border with 
Gaza, barred from entry, as residents 
and humanitarian groups on Monday 
pleaded for water, food and fuel for 
dying generators, saying the tiny Pales-
tinian territory sealed off by Israel after 
last week’s rampage by Hamas was near 
total collapse.

Hospitals were on the verge of losing 
electricity, threatening the lives of thou-
sands of patients, and hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians displaced from their 
homes searched for bread. Israel main-
tained punishing airstrikes across Gaza as 
a ground invasion loomed, while Hamas, 
which has been designated as a terror-
ist organization by the United States, 
Canada and the European Union, kept up 
a barrage of rocket attacks — and tensions 
mounted near the Israel-Lebanon border.

More than a week after Israel cut off 
entry of any supplies, all eyes were on 
the Rafah crossing, Gaza’s main connec-
tion to Egypt. Mediators were trying to 
reach a cease-fire that would let in aid 
and let out trapped foreigners. Israeli 
airstrikes forced the crossing to shut 

Aid supplies 
stuck at 
Gaza border
Relief groups raise alarm 
that territory near collapse

By Sanya Kamidi

The harmonies of the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra rang through 
Panway-Braddish, loud and proud on a 
cool, summer evening.

Arica Gonzalez stood in the West Balti-
more lot she transformed over the past 
eight years and watched her neighbors and 
friends take in the music.

“I want to hold on to the expressions 
that all of these people are making, their 
faces. They’re so tuned in, they’re listening, 
they’re hearing the symphony,” she said.

“I feel like they’re making memories for 
life.”

The concert was one of the orchestra’s 
Symphony in the City shows, this one held 
at The Urban Oasis, a performance space 
and garden that Gonzalez, along with 
fellow neighbor Geraldine Taylor, created 
on their block.

The event came together after Gonza-
lez was invited to visit the Joseph Meyer-
hoff Symphony Hall in spring 2022 after 
she and Taylor received a Weaver Award, 
which gives winners $7,000 to improve 
their communities.

“At that very first connection, Arica came 
prepared with her vision and materials — 
the dream of bringing BSO musicians to 
the idea of an Urban Oasis stage was born,” 
Allison Burr-Livingstone, senior vice pres-
ident & chief advancement officer of the 
BSO, said in an email.

That dream came to fruition over the 
summer. Residents of all ages were set up 
on blankets and lawn chairs, some hoping 
to say hello to Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, 
who was in attendance along with state 
Sen. Antonio Hayes, who represents parts 
of Baltimore City.

“Things don’t just happen. Things are 
made to happen,” Moore said to the crowd. 
“And I think about that statement when I 
had a conversation with Senator Hayes 
about this. When Senator Hayes was 

talking about the beauty of why we need to 
make sure we’re supporting this.”

In 2015, the alleyway behind Gonza-
lez’s home was filled with abandoned cars, 
while the overgrown lot across the street 
was strewn with trash. Neighbors worried 
about structures failing and open drug deal-
ing.

When the city approached the neighbor-
hood association that year about a new alley 

Creating a place for arts, community

By Christine Condon

In a wooded stretch along East North-
ern Parkway in Baltimore, stakes already 
are driven into the forest floor. They mark 
a path that bulldozers and other heavy 
construction equipment will take toward 
Herring Run’s western branch.

Everything between them — hundreds 
of aged oaks and beech trees, fallen trunks 
decomposing in the brush — will be 
removed to make way for crews working 
on a stream restoration project.

Several acres of tree cover will be 
removed from this small urban forest, 
nestled across Hillen Road from the Mt. 
Pleasant Ice Arena in Northeast Baltimore. 
And some environmental advocates say it’s 
happening for an environmental construc-
tion project with questionable benefits to 
Herring Run, which flows south into Back 

River and on to the Chesapeake Bay.
The $5.5 million project, led by the Balti-

more City Department of Public Works, 
will reroute part of the stream and fortify 
its banks with stabilization structures using 
boulders, concrete and wood. The goal is to 
reduce the flow of nutrients and sediments 
into the stream, which impair the bay.

But scientists from the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation argue the work isn’t needed. 
They point to the project as one of several 
examples of misguided “stream resto-
ration” projects pursued by Maryland local-
ities in the name of restoring the bay.

The projects are relatively common, 
because they are encouraged by environ-
mental policies, but scientists say that a 
growing body of research finds they’re of 
mixed benefit and may not be worth the 
harm. And urban stream projects that see 
a lot of runoff are prone to failure.

Rob Schnabel, the Maryland restoration 
scientist at the Bay Foundation, said he 
inspected a few sections of the Herring Run 
project, and was pleasantly surprised by the 
health of the forest and the banks.

“The vegetation that is there along the 
stream banks is helping holding the stream 
banks together,” said Schnabel, who previ-
ously worked in the stream restoration 
industry. “And the stream bank itself is rela-
tively stable.”

That’s why advocates are questioning the 
project.

In a joint statement, the city’s depart-
ments of Public Works and Recreation and 
Parks — which owns the impacted land 
— emphasized that stream restoration 
projects are approved by local and state 
regulatory agencies.

Environmental groups 
voice concern over project
Argue construction along Herring Run in Northeast Baltimore not needed

Tracy Smith Jr., left, on the board of Friends of Herring Run Park, and Misty Fae, its executive director, express concern about the damage to 
the western branch of Herring Run if a planned restoration project goes forward. AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN

By Emily Opilo

Baltimore City Council President Nick 
Mosby introduced an alternative map for 
the city’s redistricting effort Monday and 
set an aggressive timeline for a vote later 
this week that Mayor Brandon Scott’s 
office has said it will oppose.

The new map, seen by some members 
of the council and administration for the 
first time during a committee meeting 
Monday, would make adjustments to the 
majority of the city’s 14 council districts, 
including several in areas where resi-
dents have voiced concerns.

The plan offers numerous adjustments 
to Scott’s proposed map, which was intro-
duced to the council for consideration 
on Sept. 18. Scott’s plan would move the 
city’s Little Italy and Harbor East neigh-
borhoods as well as portions of Bolton 
Hill and Upton to new council districts 
in an effort to compensate for population 
growth in Districts 1 and 11 in South Balti-
more. The city’s stadium area also would 
have moved.

Mosby has called for the council to vote 
Thursday on his plan in committee and 
then convene a special meeting of the full 
council to fast-track the plan to comple-
tion that day.

In a letter sent to Mosby following 
Monday’s brief hearing, Scott’s Chief 
of Staff Marvin James called the coun-
cil president’s proposed timeline “trou-
bling.” The city’s law and planning 
departments, which need to review 
the map for legal reasons, will not have 
enough time to do their work, James said.

“We believe 48 hours does not provide 

Council 
president 
rolls out 
new map
Mosby calls for vote  
on alternative redistricting 
plan Thursday; mayor’s 
office opposes the move

In West Baltimore’s  
Panway-Braddish, an urban 
oasis is being built in once 
trash-strewn alleyways

Arica Gonzalez introduces the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at The Urban Oasis.
KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN
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“We’re confident that 
we possess the expertise to 
develop a sustainable solu-
tion that takes the least inva-
sive path while effectively 
completing the necessary 
work and adheres to the 
regulations,” read the state-
ment.

The Herring Run proj-
ect was approved by the 
city’s spending board in 
May, according to docu-
ments from the comptrol-
ler’s office. The project had 
previously received a permit 
from the Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment, 
said spokesman Jay Apper-
son.

Five other stream resto-
ration projects are “in 
the design phase,” said 
city spokeswoman Tierra 
Brown, destined for Moores 
Run, Western Run and Dead 
Run, among others.

Documents about the 
Herring Run restoration 
project, provided by MDE, 
show the plan is to work 
on more than 4,000 feet 
of Herring Run and an 
unnamed tributary. The 
goals are to stabilize the 
stream and protect infra-
structure, including drain-
age and utility structures, 
roads and bridges, the docu-
ments state.

A third goal is the “maxi-
mization of stream resto-
ration credits” together with 
a “minimization of environ-
mental impacts.”

For the Bay Foundation, 
there’s the problem.

The story, Schnabel said, 
begins with the city’s storm-
water management permit, 
issued by MDE. The permit 
governs how municipal 
governments control the 
flow of rainwater, which 
carries damaging chemicals 
and sediments, and prevent 
it from reaching water 
bodies like streams.

One critical way to stem 
the runoff is to reduce 
the amount of impervi-
ous surfaces incapable of 
absorbing rainwater, such 
as paved roads, parking lots 
and rooftops. But localities 
like Baltimore get credit for 
doing a host of other activi-
ties, such as street sweeping 
and cleaning storm drains. 
Efforts to shore up stream 
banks and prevent erosion 
also receive credit.

But advocacy groups such 
as the Bay Foundation argue 
that the credit system has 
prompted numerous unnec-
essary projects around the 
state, with localities eagerly 
seeking achievable ways to 
comply with their stormwa-
ter permits.

Stream restoration offers 
an easy out, said Doug 
Myers, Maryland senior 
scientist at the Bay Founda-
tion.

“Why would you do 
anything else but get into 
your own, city-owned 
stream valleys, where you 
don’t have to talk to anybody 
or get land permission?” 
Myers said. “Instead of the 
hard work of treating the 
imperviousness at its source, 
where it’s actually generat-

ing the pollution.”
Through the Herring Run 

project, the city will receive 
about 90 “impervious acre 
credits,” according to the 
Bay Foundation. In other 
words, it will be as if the city 
removed 90 acres of pave-
ment, transforming it into 
more porous surfaces that 
can absorb rushing storm-
water.

That system of incen-
tives is what needs to be 
reevaluated, said Solange 
Filoso, an associate research 
professor at the Chesapeake 
Biological Laboratory at 
the University of Maryland 
Center for Environmen-
tal Science. It places the 
emphasis on the quantity 
of nutrients and sediment 
that can be reduced by the 
alterations to a stream. And 
sometimes, negative side 
effects aren’t taken into 
account.

If the city makes no effort 
to reduce floodwaters that 
come from upstream, by 
removing paved surfaces 
or installing stormwater 

capture technology, the 
city’s multimillion-dol-
lar effort could get washed 
away, said staffers from the 
Bay Foundation.

And the removal of a 
host of mature trees around 
Herring Run, some esti-
mated at 50 to 80 years old, 
and which absorb runoff 
and nutrients, won’t help 
the stream.

“You’re basically creating 
a sliding board for sediment 
and nutrients to go into the 
stream,” Myers said.

Removing the trees also 
can expose the stream to 
more direct sunlight, rais-
ing the water temperature 

and consequentially lower-
ing the amount of dissolved 
oxygen, which aquatic 
species rely on, said Bob 
Hilderbrand, an associate 
professor with the Univer-
sity of Maryland’s Center 
for Environmental Science’s 
Appalachian Laboratory.

“We’re trying to help out 
the bay, but in many cases, 
we do not help out the 
streams,” said Hilderbrand, 
who’s not familiar with the 
specifics of the Herring Run 
project.

Schnabel said it’s possi-
ble that invasive species, 
such as English ivy, Asiatic 
bittersweet vines and tree of 

heaven, could fill the cleared 
acreage, too.

The Bay Foundation 
outlined its concerns in 
a letter of protest to the 
Department of Public Works. 
The department acknowl-
edged that it received the 
letter, but did not provide a 
substantive response, foun-
dation officials said.

Other groups have voiced 
concerns about the proj-
ect, including the Friends 
of Herring Run Parks, said 
executive director Misty 
Fae, namely its impact on 
the urban tree canopy.

“Being able to live next 
to a forest has an innumer-
able amount of health bene-
fits,” Fae said. “So I think 
the question that no one is 
asking here is: How is this 
impacting the people that 
live next door?”

The Bay Foundation 
successfully opposed a 
stream restoration planned 
for Lake Elkhorn in Howard 
County’s Columbia that was 
later halted. The foundation 
said it would have resulted 
in the clearing of up to 20 
acres of forested wetlands.

The Bay Foundation also 
has been involved in legal 
challenges to several storm-
water permits in Maryland, 
arguing that state officials 
have crafted inadequate 
permits, in part by allow-
ing the jurisdictions to 
take credit for less benefi-
cial activities such as street 
sweeping and stream resto-
ration.

Their Hogan-era chal-
lenge of a general storm-
water permit for industrial 
facilities in the state 
prompted Gov. Wes Moore’s 
administration to retract that 
permit for reconsideration.

A challenge by the 
Bay Foundation and the 
nonprofit Blue Water Balti-
more to the stormwater 
permits issued to Balti-
more City and Baltimore 
County is ongoing. The 
Maryland Court of Appeals 
held a hearing Wednesday 
on the matter, during which 

an attorney for the city 
defended its practices.

“From a technical 
perspective, the city’s use 
of street sweeping, storm 
drain cleaning and stream 
restoration is entirely 
appropriate,” said attorney 
Lisa Ochsenhirt. “The Bay 
Program has an extraordi-
narily complex and thor-
ough system for approving 
these.”

In 2014, the Chesapeake 
Bay Program — the regional 
partnership sponsored by 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to clean up the 
bay — convened a panel of 
experts to consider stream 
restoration and to what 
extent jurisdictions in 
the bay watershed should 
receive credit for complet-
ing it, said David Wood, who 
serves as stormwater techni-
cal coordinator on the Bay 
Program’s urban stormwa-
ter work group.

Taking into account those 
recommendations, states 
like Maryland allowed 
counties to use the practice 
to comply with their storm-
water permits.

But in 2017, after a rush 
of new stream restoration 
projects — and new data 
on the subject — the Bay 
Program gathered another 
panel of experts to reevalu-
ate the criteria. That group 
made several changes to the 
recommendations, includ-
ing adding more informa-
tion about projects that 
should accompany stream 
construction, said Wood, 
who is also the executive 
director of the Chesapeake 
Stormwater Network, an 
organization of stormwa-
ter professionals that works 
with the Bay Program.

“It shouldn’t be the stand-
alone solution, but done in 
tandem with upland prac-
tices that are addressing 
both the cause of the impair-
ment as well as the effects 
that we see in the stream 
channel,” Wood said. “So, 
there’s more language in 
there about giving consid-
eration to these other prac-
tices.”

Stream restoration can 
meaningfully improve an 
ecosystem, Wood said, 
but the right places for the 
construction need to be 
chosen.

“You want to be working 
at sites that are both severely 
degraded, but also actively 
eroding. Not something 
that: ‘OK, it looks bad, but 
it’s reached a stable condi-
tion,’ ” Wood said. “At the 
site, you want to look at: Are 
there other more appropri-
ate interventions you could 
do in upland areas?”

Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion staffers say neither of 
those conditions have been 
met in the case of Herring 
Run. The ice rink next to the 
stream project has a parking 
lot with no clear stormwater 
capture enhancements, they 
said. And the golf course 
across the street abounds 
in possibilities for runoff 
control features.

“There’s opportunities in 
many of these areas,” Schna-
bel said. “And these are the 
things they should be taking 
advantage of.”
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the administration, council 
or constituents enough time 
to alert the public or review 
the map,” James wrote. “It 
is our stance that the previ-
ously agreed timeline allows 
the mayor’s office to do its 
proper due diligence.”

Baltimore’s charter 
requires the council to 
take action on the mayor’s 
proposed redistricting plan 
within 60 days of its intro-
duction, giving the group 
until Nov. 17 to finalize a vote. 
Absent action by the council, 
the mayor’s proposal auto-
matically becomes law, the 
charter states.

Mosby initially tried to 

push for a vote in early Octo-
ber, fearing that Scott would 
exercise his power to veto 
the council’s plan — a plan 
that had yet to be drafted. 
The city’s charter gives Scott 
a lengthy period to veto 
that would likely extend 
beyond the Nov. 17 deadline, 
preventing the council from 
voting to override the veto.

Scott wrote Mosby a letter 
in early October assuring 
him that he was committed 
to working together with 
the council to avoid a veto 
altogether. The mayor also 
wrote that he believes in the 
city’s system of “checks and 
balances” which gives the 
council the power to act on 
a potential veto.

Although the letter lacked 
firm assurances that Scott 

would not veto the coun-
cil’s proposed map, Mosby 
canceled a special meeting 
scheduled for early October 
on the plan.

In the new letter sent 
Monday, James said the 
administration did not 
receive the proposed coun-
cil changes to the map until 
11:45 a.m., 15 minutes before 
the council’s noon hearing.

Council members them-
selves also were unprepared 
to discuss the map Monday. 
Asked if they had ques-
tions or comments, several 
members asked for elec-
tronic copies of the proposal.

Mosby said Monday 
he had hoped to have the 
council take three votes on 
the map Monday, one in 
committee and two during 

the group’s regularly sched-
uled meeting Monday night.

Instead, the council will 
hold a hearing at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday to gather public 
input, he announced.

“It’s critically important 
to allow our residents to 
digest it,” he said of the plan.

The council already has 
held two public meetings 
to gather input from city 
residents on the plan, both 
before a proposed map was 
rolled out. Residents of 
neighborhoods that would 
be divided by the mayor’s 
plan have raised concerns, 
including those in Morrell 
Park and Bolton Hill.

Morrell Park is currently 
located in District 10 and 
represented by Council-
woman Phylicia Porter. A 

portion of the neighbor-
hood would move to District 
9, represented by Council-
man John Bullock, under 
the mayor’s proposal. The 
northern portion of Bolton 
Hill would move from 
District 11, represented by 
Councilman Eric Costello, 
to District 7 represented 
by Councilman James 
Torrence.

Under Mosby’s plan, 
Morrell Park would remain 
in Porter’s district. Bolton 
Hill would move entirely to 
Torrence’s district.

The city’s stadium district 
would remain in Costello’s 
district as would a portion 
of Port Covington that was 
slated to move to Porter’s 
district.

Although many commu-

nities across Maryland 
approved redistricting 
plans in 2022 following 
the completion of the 2020 
census, Baltimore’s redis-
tricting effort happens on 
a delayed basis. The city 
charter does not require 
the mayor to submit a plan 
until February 2024, ahead 
of the city’s next municipal 
election.

Both the mayor’s office 
and the council have an 
interest in settling the redis-
tricting process quickly. The 
city’s primary election is 
due to be held May 14, and 
approaching cooler weather 
will curtail campaign 
door-knocking activity. The 
primary is likely to be the 
deciding election in deeply 
Democratic Baltimore.
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Rob Schnabel, watershed restoration scientist and Chesapeake streams manager for the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, points out what he says is a missed opportunity to manage 
stormwater runoff next to the impervious surfaces of Hillen Road and Northern Parkway. 
Schnabel says one example of cost-effective mitigation would be to use the perimeter of  
Mount Pleasant Golf Course, adjacent to Herring Run Park, to capture runoff. 

Misty Fae, right, executive director of Friends of Herring Run Park, explores the stream bed of the Western Branch of Herring Run 
during a tour led by Chesapeake Bay Foundation scientists. AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTOS

If the city makes no effort to reduce 
floodwaters that come from upstream, 
by removing paved surfaces or installing 
stormwater capture technology, the city’s 
multimillion-dollar effort could  
get washed away, said staffers from the 
Bay Foundation.
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