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Orioles infielder Jordan Westburg greets young fans before the start of Sunday’s game at 
Camden Yards. Westburg, a rookie, said he’s appreciative of veteran players who have shown
younger ones the ropes and “have been there, done that.” KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN

By Christine Condon

It was only about a month into his big 
league tenure when Orioles rookie Jordan 
Westburg got a memorable piece of advice 
from 10-year veteran Aaron Hicks.

Westburg had just rocketed a pitch down
the third-base line in the ninth inning, with 
the Orioles trailing the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers 10-3 on July 18. For a moment, after his 
feet crossed the bag at first, he contemplated 
sprinting for second. But he thought better
of it, and stayed put.

With the Orioles so far behind, the play 

would prove virtually meaningless. The O’s
lost by that same score just a few batters 
later. But the play meant something to Hicks.

“After the game, Aaron Hicks came up 
to me and he was like, ‘Hey, man, our style
of baseball is aggressive here. I think you 
should have gone for it,’ ” Westburg said.

For an Orioles team packed with young
big leaguers, those tidbits of guidance will
perhaps become even more important —
particularly when they come from the few
current Orioles with postseason experience, 
like Hicks.

With the team set for its first postseason
appearance since 2016 on Saturday against 
the Texas Rangers at Camden Yards, only 

‘The game is still the same’: Young O’s
get advice for playoff baseball debut
Psychologists, veterans weigh
in on how team should prepare

In Sports: Orioles manager Brandon Hyde has been tight-lipped about the 
decisions the team has to make ahead of the American League Division 
Series — none more important than setting the pitching rotation. 

Adnan Syed arrives with his mother, Shamim Syed, for a court hearing in Annapolis on Thursday. The Maryland Supreme Court listened to 
oral arguments in the appeals case of Syed and Hae Min Lee’s family. KEVIN RICHARDSON/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTOS

By Alex Mann

Justices on the Maryland Supreme
Court on Thursday peppered lawyers for 
Adnan Syed and the family of the woman 
he once was convicted of killing with ques-
tions about their legal positions on dueling 
appeals.

At stake is whether Syed, 43, will go from
exoneree back to convicted murderer serv-
ing life in prison — even if briefly — because 
of an alleged violation of the rights of the 
family of Hae Min Lee, who was killed in
1999, leading up to the hearing that set Syed
free.

A jury found Syed guilty of murder and
related offenses in Lee’s death in 2000 
before a judge sentenced him to life plus 30

years in prison. After 23 years behind bars, 
Syed left custody last September when a 
Baltimore Circuit Court judge threw out 
his decades-old convictions. City prose-
cutors, who had asked to overturn Syed’s
guilty finding, dropped the charges against 
him the next month.

Lee’s family, represented by her brother, 
Young Lee, promptly appealed, arguing
they weren’t given enough notice of the
hearing that set Syed free and that they
weren’t allowed to participate adequately. 
In March, the state’s intermediate appeals 
court, the Appellate Court of Maryland,
reinstated Syed’s convictions and ordered 
a do-over of the Circuit Court hearing.

Justices weigh Syed case

MARYLAND SUPREME COURT

Young Lee, the brother of murder victim
Hae Min Lee, stands outside Maryland’s
Supreme Court in Annapolis on Thursday 
following oral arguments.

Attorneys face questioning over dueling appeals as victim’s 
family seeks to send 43-year-old exoneree back to prison

INSIDE

Second reservoir test 
negative for parasite 
After announcing last week that very
low levels of the illness-inducing parasite 
cryptosporidium were detected in
Baltimore’s Druid Lake Reservoir, city
officials said they have received a second 
negative sample. Page 4

n Dick Butkus, a fearsome middle
linebacker and Hall of Famer for the
Chicago Bears who later became an
actor, has died. He was 80. Sports

Turn to Syed, Page 2
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By Eric Tucker
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for former 
President Donald Trump have asked a judge
to postpone his classified documents trial
until after next year’s presidential election, 
saying they have not received all the records
they need to review to prepare his defense.

The trial on charges of illegally hoarding 

classified documents, among four criminal
cases the Republican former president is 
facing, is scheduled for May 20 in Florida.

In a motion filed late Wednesday, 
Trump’s lawyers urged U.S. District Judge
Aileen Cannon to push back the trial un-
til at least mid-November 2024. The pres-
idential election is set for Nov. 5, 2024, with
Trump currently leading the GOP field in 
the months before the primary season.

The defense lawyers argued that a post-
ponement was necessary because of sched-
uling conflicts — another federal trial is
scheduled for March in Washington, and 
one of Trump’s attorneys, Christopher 
Kise, is also representing him in an ongoing
civil fraud trial in New York — and because
of what they say are delays in obtaining 

Trump asks to delay classified docs trial

Turn to Trump, Page 8

By Christine Condon

The Baltimore water task force, 
convened to decide the future of the 
area’s drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure, came close to homing in 
on a single governance model at its second 
meeting Wednesday night: a regional 
water authority.

In its first-ever vote, the 13-member 
group — made up of Maryland water and 
wastewater officials as well as politicians 
and a labor leader — narrowed down their  
list of possible models.

They eliminated two options, both of 
which were unlikely to be chosen from 
the outset: a cooperative model — typi-
cally used in remote, rural areas with 
fewer residents — and a memorandum 
of understanding, which is a non-bind-
ing document that would fall short of the 
group’s mission to reimagine the gover-
nance model altogether.

The group flirted with focusing on one 
option exclusively: establishing a regional 
water and wastewater authority, which 
also could be called a “special district.”

It’s been seen as possibility from 
the outset, first raised by a 2021 report 
commissioned by the city and county on 
water and sewer. But it also would be the 
most radical. Under this plan, Baltimore 
City, which owns most of the area’s water 
and wastewater assets, such as reser-
voirs, treatment plants and pumping 
stations, likely would lease those assets 
to a newly formed, not-for-profit author-
ity — led by a combination of city and 
county appointees or elected officials.

The city still would own the assets, but 
the Baltimore City Department of Public 
Works would no longer manage them 
day to day. And functions of Baltimore 
County’s Department of Public Works 
and Transportation would transfer to the 
authority as well. 

The new organization would take 
on all of the water system’s custom-
ers rather than dividing them over city 

Regional 
authority 
for water 
on table
Baltimore task force open 
to other options as well

Turn to Water, Page 8
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and reviewing the classified records cited 
in special counsel Jack Smith’s indictment.

“The Special Counsel’s Office has not 
provided some of the most basic discovery 
in the case,” said the motion from Kise and 
another Trump attorney, Todd Blanche. 
“Given the current schedule, we cannot 
understate the prejudice to President Trump 
arising from his lack of access to these critical 
materials months after they should have been 
produced.”

The defense lawyers said they have access 
to only a “small, temporary facility” in Miami 
to review classified documents, an arrange-
ment that they say has slowed the process.

Prosecutors with the special counsel last 
week suggested that the Trump team was 
seeking unreasonable delays in the case. 

Though they acknowledged a “slightly lon-

ger-​than-anticipated time frame” for certain 
procedural steps, the prosecutors said it was 
false to accuse them of delaying the produc-
tion of evidence in the case.

They said some of the delays were beyond 
their control and were due in part to the fact 
that defense lawyers had lacked the “necessary 
read-ins to review all material” provided by 
the government.

The Justice Department says it has provided 
about 1.28 million pages of unclassified docu-
ments and has turned over the majority of 
classified evidence that it anticipates produc-
ing.  By Friday, prosecutors said, they will 
provide much of the remaining outstanding 
classified evidence.

“This production will include certain 
materials that Defendants have described 
as outstanding, including audio recordings 
of interviews and information related to the 
classification reviews conducted in the case,” 
prosecutors wrote.

The indictment accuses Trump of illegally 

retaining at his Palm Beach, Florida, estate, 
Mar-a-Lago, reams of classified documents 
taken with him after he left the White House 
in 2021 and then repeatedly obstructing 
government efforts to get the records back. 
He has pleaded not guilty and has denied any 
wrongdoing. The defense lawyers say Trump’s 
two co-defendants in the case, his valet Walt 
Nauta and Mar-a-Lago property manager 
Carlos De Oliveira, are joining in the request.

The following is other news Thursday.
 �Lawyers for Trump asked a judge to dismiss 

the Washington federal election subversion 
case against him, arguing the Republican is 
immune from prosecution for actions they 
say were taken in his official role as president.

The motion amounts to the most pointed 
attack yet by defense lawyers on the federal 
case charging Trump with plotting to overturn 
the results of the 2020 presidential election he 
lost. It tees up a fight over the scope of presi-
dential power, forcing courts to wrestle with 
whether the actions Trump took in his failed 

bid to remain in office fell within his duties as 
commander-in-chief or whether they strayed 
far outside his White House responsibilities 
and are subject to prosecution.

 �Trump has said he never thought his yearly 
financial statements “would be taken very seri-
ously.” But evidence at his New York civil fraud 
trial showed the statements were integral to 
some of his business empire’s loan deals.

A lawyer showed letters that former 
Trump company controller Jeffrey McCo-
nney sent to a bank, saying he was providing 
Trump’s 2015 and 2016 financial statements 
as required under conditions of a loan for his 
Seven Springs estate north of New York City.

McConney was the first ex-insider from 
the Trump Organization to testify at the trial, 
where New York Attorney General Letitia 
James is alleging that Trump and his busi-
ness deceived banks, insurers and others with 
fraudulent financial statements that vastly 
overvalued Trump Tower, Mar-a-Lago and 
other assets.

Trump
from Page 1

and county lines, potentially changing the 
way water bills are tabulated and costs are 
distributed.

It would be an extensive, multiyear trans-
formation of the area’s water and sewer 
system in the wake of several high-pro-
file water issues in recent years, including 
persistent disputes over billing, and equip-
ment failures at the two Baltimore-run waste-
water treatment plants along the Back River 
and Patapsco Rivers, which caused pollution 
concerns and several ongoing lawsuits. 

Drinking-water issues also have occurred, 
including E. coli contamination a year ago, 
and the recent discovery of very low levels of 
an illness-inducing parasite cryptosporidium 
in the open-air Druid Lake Reservoir. The 
city’s two open-air, finished-water reservoirs 
should be replaced by underground tanks by 
the end of the year.

A regional authority would bring Balti-
more’s system in closer alignment to a Wash-
ington, D.C.-area model. WSSC Water, which 
serves Montgomery and Prince George’s 
counties, is run by a board of commission-
ers selected by the county executives and 
approved by the county councils. Two people 
affiliated with WSSC Water sit on the Balti-
more-area task force.

But after a “no” vote from the vast major-
ity of the task force members on a motion 
to only consider a regional water authority, 
other options still will be considered. That 
includes making improvements to the current 
framework for water management through 
an “inter-municipal agreement.”

It also includes an arrangement where one 
of the localities (more likely the city) would 
function as a wholesaler, and the other (more 
likely the county) would simply buy the water 
and wastewater service rather than helping to 

manage parts of the system.
The city currently offers some water on a 

wholesale basis to other surrounding coun-
ties, including Anne Arundel and Howard. 
But disentangling Baltimore County from the 
city’s water system might prove difficult, and 
it would represent a step back for the county, 
in contrast to the voiced desires of county 
executive Johnny Olszewski, who has called 
for the county, with its larger population, to 
have a seat at the table.

In proposing the motion to only consider a 
regional water authority, task force member 
Timothy Barr, the Maryland Environmen-
tal Service’s managing director of water 
and wastewater, said he thought aspects of 
the existing intermunicipal agreement and 
wholesale arrangements could be “folded 
into” a new water authority.

“That way, we can focus our efforts on the 
one option,” Barr said. “And we still have a 
lot of work to do as far as making a proposal.”

That proposal, which will go to city and 
county leaders, is due Jan. 30 — in time for 
the next state legislative session, should state 
action be needed. Task force Chairman Bill 
Henry, Baltimore’s comptroller, has said he 
feels all of the options could be hashed out 
between the city and the county alone.

The task force only has a few meetings 
remaining before it is expected to issue a 
recommendation. Then it will hold a few 
more to collect public comment before 
making its final selection.

Yosef Kebede, who recently left his post as 
director of the city’s water and wastewater 
division, said he supported Barr’s idea of elim-
inating the existing governance model from 
contention, calling it the “do-nothing” option.

“Having served in the city for four years, 
recruitment, retention and employee issues 
are very critical’“ said Kebede, now Howard 
County’s director of Public Works. “The 
governance structure that we should be 
pursuing is one that can help resolve those.”

But some task force members pumped 
the brakes. Del. Dana Stein, a Democrat who 
represents Baltimore County and is vice-
chair of the House Environment and Trans-
portation Committee, called eliminating so 
many options in the task force’s second meet-
ing premature.

“If I had to vote today, as opposed to in 
December, I would probably vote for [a water 
authority]” Stein said. “But I’m not sure I have 
all the information, or have had a chance to 
digest pros and cons of different models.”

Henry said he was “sympathetic” to Barr’s 
motion, adding that he tends to “resist the 
idea of wasting time studying models that we 
probably won’t seriously consider.”

“I would feel like we hadn’t done our jobs 
fully if we ruled out other options, and then 
found out that maybe somebody, somewhere 
is making intermunicipal agreements work, 
and we just have to figure out what they’re 
doing differently.”

The task force also voted to ask its consul-
tants, to gather information about stormwa-
ter management, which wasn’t included in 
its General Assembly mandate, but members 
argued was inextricably linked. Because of 
cracks and breaks in Baltimore’s aging sewer 
lines, stormwater can infiltrate the system 
and overwhelm it, contributing to backups 
into residents’ homes and sewage overflows.

“We’re a team of doctors, who have our 
water and wastewater system on the table, 
and we’re doing some surgery,” Henry said of 
stormwater problems. “You could just ignore 
it ... Or we can take care of it while we’ve got 
the patient open — right now.”

The stormwater issue was brought to a 
vote after a stern resolution passed earlier 
this week by the Baltimore City Council. The 
resolution chastised the task force — and 
perhaps its creators in the General Assembly 
— for a “lack of engagement with members of 
the city council.”

The resolution stated that the city should 

have a majority of votes on any newly created 
water board, given that most of the assets 
belong to Baltimore. And it called on the task 
force to consider stormwater, and to place 
conversations about equity at the center of 
their discussions.

“Conversations about leadership of the 
new structure ... must include ensuring that 
our majority Black and increasingly diverse 
community are not disproportionately bear-
ing the fiscal burden of our aging water 
system,” read the resolution.

Equity has been a key concern from advo-
cacy groups, such as Washington, D.C.-based 
nonprofit Food and Water Watch, which 
focuses on government and corporate 
accountability related to food and drinking 
water. During the General Assembly session 
this year the nonprofit was among a group 
advocating for the task force to be required 
to analyze racial and economic equity, and to 
be given more time to complete its mission.

“We were basically reassured by state legis-
lators that: ‘Of course they’re going to do this. 
Everyone agrees with it’ — and that it doesn’t 
need to be included in the law,” Grant said.

But during a hearing before Baltimore’s 
City Council last week, Henry stated it’s 
unlikely the task force has time to craft a full 
equity study, though the topic could be part 
of the discussions.

The water authority option also had caused 
uncertainty for local water workers, said 
Antoinette Ryan Johnson, president of the 
City Union of Baltimore, which represents 
some water system employees, but is not on 
the task force. Another union for local water 
workers, the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees, has a 
representative on the task force.

“If a new regional utility is to be created, 
what happens to hundreds perhaps thou-
sands of employees working in the system 
now?” Ryan Johnson asked members of the 
City Council in late September.

Water
from Page 1
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