
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
September 20, 2023 at 6:30 PM 

Meeting held via Zoom 
 
 
Meeting convened at __6:32_____ pm. 

Board Members Present:  Kurt Davis (chair), Jeffrey Budnitz, Siobhan Budnitz, Bill Hokemeyer, Beth Hoker, Peter Lev, Lydia, 
Evelyn Hersberger, Carlton Sexton, Richard North, 
 
Guests Present: Matt Hand, Brooks Paternotte (  
 
 
1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes - approved 
 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

Sep 20, 23 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings    98,294.47 
Total Current Assets    98,294.47 
Fixed Assets     589,377.31 
TOTAL ASSETS     687,671.78 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable    2,860.29 
Total Current Liabilities    2,860.29 
Total Liabilities     2,860.29 
Equity      684,811.49 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   687,671.78 

 
 
3. Staff Report        Matt Hand –  
The new Park Ranger I, Lauren Isaacs, will begin work on Saturday, September 30th. 
 
The water meter that services the park was recently replaced without major disruption to park operations. 
 
A safety fence has been erected around the dam gate house landing perimeter in anticipation for the scheduled pressure washing of 
the gatehouse exterior and replacement of the gatehouse roof. The sidewalk is still accessible to pedestrians, but memorial benches 
are inside of the fenced enclosure. 
 
The Covid-19 Memorial groundbreaking has been delayed due to a last minute change in the landscape contractor. The 
groundbreaking date is currently TBD. 
4.   
 
 
5. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

- We have 138 LRNC members. 
 
Environmental         Peter Lev  - The committee is working 
on two projects suggested by consultant Roger Latham: 
1, We continue efforts to eliminate invasive Miscanthus plants from the area north of the Orange Trail near Falls Rd.  On Sep. 17, 
Peter Lev, Carlton Sexton, and Evelyn Hersperger cut, raked and bagged Miscanthus plants, filling 10 trash bags.  We will have at 
least one more work day for Miscanthus removal this fall. 



2. Peter Lev, Dwight Johnson, and Bill Hilgartner have started to gather seeds of 6 plants of conservation interest at Bare Hills 
Barrens.  We will propagate the plants in a greenhouse and then plant plugs in BHB in Spring.  This project will take 2 years to 
complete.  Peter said he was waiting to hear from Matt Hand on approval of a research permit for the project.  Matt said he would 
take care of it. 
6.  
 
 
7. Historical Preservation        Bill and Aaron  
 
 
Meeting with the representative from Marshy Point – 

 
Notes from meeting with Dan Dean (Marshy Point), Howdy Knipp, Aaron Levin, Jeffrey Budnitz and Bill Hokemeyer 

September 5, 2023 
 
Dan spoke about Marshy Point’s (MP) efforts regarding the burial sites identified at their location: 
 

- Suggested we get in touch with the Maryland Historical Trust. 
- MP worked with the Trust to secure an $8,500 grant for Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR). 
- Dan will send contact information to me for Jessica Brannock, an archaeologist who works for Baltimore County, not 

Parks and Rec. 
- Need a Personal Investigator, in our case that would be Kat Sterner, to have the burial site. registered as an 

Archaeological Site. There is currently no such thing as a Burial Site. 
- Once that is done, contact Tina Simmons at the Coalition to Protect Burial Sites. Her email address is 

TNS0301@gmail.com. 

 
Does and Don’t’s around burial sites, lessons learned at MP: 
 

- In general, don’t move any stones unless it is necessary for the stone’s preservation. For example, if a tree is threatening 
a stone cut it down but don’t pull the root ball as it will disturb the soil. If the stone must be moved, GIS it with pictures. 

- Dan said that anecdotally there is no difference in vandalism if there is a fence or if there isn’t. 
- Trouble with a fence is it can create a “false narrative” if there was no fence around the site when the site was “active”. 
- Be careful when maintaining the site as weed whacking around stones may damage them.  

 
Action Items: 

- Aaron will speak to Kat Sterner on 9/6/23 to get update on her status and the status of the GPR interpretation. 
- Kat Sterner to register the site. Depends on her future involvement. 
- Contact Coalition for Burial Sites. 

-  
Towson GPR studyConversation with Kat Sterner -  
 
1.    GPR:    Kat believes the data was usable. Dr.. Kollman is on medical leave at the moment. Best bet is to email her and ask 
about the ground-penetrating radar (GPR) data, its current disposition, whether it’s been read, or if we can get it. 
    The current controversy over the GPR unit arises from the fact that the unit is owned by Towson University, but the donor 
stipulated that it is to be used for “forensic purposes,” not for general archaeology. If Kat were to undertake another GPR scan 
anywhere, she would go out and rent a unit or possibly buy her own. Dr. Kollman has more experience  post-processing GPR data 
so that Kat is more reliant on her for that phase of the work.  
 
2.    The way to register the cemetery is using the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form. Kat would have to submit. For a 
start, we would need a one-paragraph summary, with documentation and a list of references. 
 
3.    Cemeteries can be explored with technical geophysical methods like GPR but cannot be excavated or otherwise disturbed. 
Publicity about the cemetery at this time would be inappropriate until we register the site and decide, in conjunction with experts, 
about what to do with it. Kat is happy to be the professional archaeologist of record for the site and—eventually—direct a GPR 
survey or test excavations beyond the actually burial areas. 
 
4.    FYI:    Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites 
https://cpmbs.org/ 
“The Coalition to Protect Maryland Burial Sites (CPMBS) is a state-wide nonprofit organization of volunteers dedicated to protecting 
and preserving historic Maryland cemeteries that have too often been neglected, not maintained, unprotected, and the victims of 
expediency and exploitation by persons seeking a short-term economic or personal goal.” 

---Aaron Levin 
 

mailto:TNS0301@gmail.com
https://cpmbs.org/


-  -  
Rec and Parks director response status update –  
 
Mr. Bob Smith 
Director of Recreation and Parks 
Baltimore County Department of Recreation and Parks 
9831 Van Buren Lane Cockeysville, MD. 21030 
 
 
Dear Director Smith, 

Thank you for your interest in the activities of the Historical Preservation Committee of the Lake Roland Nature Council. The Lake 
Roland Nature Council takes a thoughtful long-term approach through thorough planning and analysis prior to undertaking any 
project within the park. Projects and initiatives are documented in great detail and then are archived in a manner that the totality of 
the information gathered regarding Lake Roland, in this case historical, is placed in the public domain via the Lake Roland Nature 
Council’s website (see links below). This approach allows for the data to be preserved in perpetuity and enjoyed by all regarding the 
public, especially those that are mobility challenged.  

In addition, a lighted display case was recently installed in the Lake Roland Nature Center that now displays select curated artifacts, 
artifacts that have also been photographed and catalogued by the Historical Preservation Committee under the guidance and 
direction of Katherine Sterner, Ph.D., RPA. of the Towson University Archeology Department.   

Regarding the burial site that has been located within the boundaries of Lake Roland, the Lake Roland Nature Council is in the 
beginning phases of this initiative under the guidance of Ms. Sterner. Volunteers from the Historical Preservation Committee have 
worked to preserve and stabilize the overall site (cutting down small trees and other brush threatening the site, removing other non-
historical period debris, etc.) in preparation for Ms. Sterner to perform an archaeological mapping of the site, the final work product 
is in process.  

In addition, a sub-surface non-invasive study was performed at the site via Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) in compliance with the 
“do not disturb principles and policies” of human burial sites. The Ground Penetrating Radar survey was performed on April 24th, 
2022 with the final interpretation and analysis of this data to be performed at some point in the future resulting in a site report from 
the Towson University’s Archaeology Department. Ms. Sterner is currently on maternity leave extending the time period for the 
Committee to receive the final analysis. Ms. Sterner also recommended that the Park not advertise the burial site at this time to 
prevent any potential vandalism, a recommendation the Nature Council has embraced.   

 
Key information resource areas:  
History Page of Lake Roland: www.lakeroland.org/early-history-of-the-park/ 
Historic Committee Page including GIS key points map: www.lakeroland.org/committee/hp-committee/ 
Historic Committee Documents Archive: www.lakeroland.org/documents/#hpc 
Historic Document Archive: www.lakeroland.org/documents/#park-history 
Historic Photo Archive: www.flickr.com/photos/150703194@N03/collections/72157716572641542/ 
Historic Video Documentation Archive: vimeo.com/showcase/7907532 
  
Other historical documents of interest:  
• Lake Roland Caretaker Home Plan 1955 
• Lake Roland Fishing Pavilion Plan 1955 
• Lake Roland Dam Valve House Upgrade 1990 
• Robert E. Lee Park Site Photos 1991 
• Lake Roland Dam Upgrade Plan 1992 
 

On behalf of the Historical Preservation Committee of Lake Roland Nature Council, I would be happy to entertain any questions you 
may have and invite you to visit Lake Roland, specifically this burial site and other historically significant sites that have also been 
located within the park. 

All the best, 
 
Bill 
 
William H. Hokemeyer, Jr. 
Chair- Historical Preservation Committee  
Lake Roland Nature Council 
410-596-8205 
WHokemeyer@gmail.com 

http://www.lakeroland.org/committee/hp-committee/
http://www.lakeroland.org/documents/#hpc
http://www.lakeroland.org/documents/#park-history
http://www.flickr.com/photos/150703194@N03/collections/72157716572641542/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7907532
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Lake-Roland-Caretaker-Home-Plan-1955.pdf
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Lake-Roland-Fishing-Pavilion-Plan-1955.pdf
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Lake-Roland-Dam-Valve-House-Upgrade-1990.pdf
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Robert-E.-Lee-Park-Site-Photos-1991.pdf
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Lake-Roland-Dam-Upgrade-Plan-1992.pdf
mailto:WHokemeyer@gmail.com


 
8. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth 
 

- We have 992 Paw Point members. 
 
9. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
 
10. Recreation         Steve and Matt –  
Program Report 

• Weekly Friday walks are being led by Naturalist Marta Mills. 
• Nature Scouts afterschool program being held on Tuesdays 
• Rangers Liz and Cate will be leading the Fall into Autumn Night Hike on Saturday, 9/23 
• Ranger Matt P. will lead the Rodent Rampage on Saturday, 9/24 
• Ranger Cate will lead the Plant Invader Hike on Saturday, 10/7 
• Ranger Liz and Naturalist Adam will lead Let’s Get Batty bat program on Friday, 10/13 
• Naturalist Marta will lead the Big Tree Program on Sunday, 10/15 
• Nature Quest Fest will be held on Sunday, 10/22 

  
 
 
11. Old Business – no old business 
 
12. New Business 
 

- Lake Roland Nature Council Learning Day & Membership Drive Event October 22nd at 2:00PM in 
conjunction/tandem with Nature Quest.  – Due to lack of board participation this event has been cancelled. On 
that day Beth Hoker and Kurt Davis will set up a membership sign-up table n the park. 

o Who from the board would want to lead it/organize it from a logistics perspective?  
o The need to advertise it on social media, upcoming newsletter, and Mail Chimp  
o Need to establish specific events and demonstrations: 

 Valve House Historical Tour? 
 Water testing with DPW? 
 Period demonstration with a musket? 
 Membership table and the benefit the membership dollars proved to the park.  

o Signup genius for volunteers to support the activities above and the membership table.  
 

- Serpentine Study Rodger Lathem revised timeline update. This new timeline was approved and notification 
sent to Rodger and Wilt approving them to move forward.  


