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By Hannah Gaskill

Over 300 laws are set to go into effect 
Saturday — the same day that cannabis will 
be legalized for adult recreational use.

Lawmakers scrambled to pass emer-
gency legislation to set up a taxation and 
regulatory system ahead of the impending 
legalization date to allow the first round of 
licensed retailers to have their businesses 
up and running.

The General Assembly also passed legis-
lation that will prohibit police officers 
from conducting traffic stops and vehicle 
searches based only on the smell of mari-
juana. That law goes into effect on Satur-
day, too.

While many bills are taking effect as law 
Saturday, about 350 remaining bills won’t go 
into effect until Oct. 1.

Aside from those related to Maryland’s 
nascent recreational cannabis industry, 
here’s a look at a few other new laws that 
begin Saturday.

Tax cuts for veterans
Democratic Gov. Wes Moore, an Army 

veteran, had a successful first legislative 
session with the passage of all 10 of his 
priority bills.

One of those, the Keep Our Heroes Home 
Act, which goes into effect Saturday, will 
expand the amount of military retirement 
income exempt from state taxes from 
$15,000 to $20,000 for veterans 55 and older 
and from $5,000 to $12,500 for younger 
veterans next tax season.

“It’s not just that they deserve our 
support. It’s that they’ve earned it,” Moore 

said during a bill-signing ceremony in May 
at Martin State Airport. “We need them to 
keep serving and to keep calling Maryland 
home, and the best way to do that is to show 
our veterans that they’re appreciated.”

Military health care 
reimbursement

The Health Care for Heroes Act of 2023 
— another piece of legislation prioritized by 
Moore — also will go into effect Saturday. 
The new law will create a program to reim-
burse members of the Maryland National 
Guard up to $60 per month for premiums 
paid through health and dental plans under 
its TRICARE health insurance program.

Veteran tax cuts among 300 laws to take effect

By Christine Condon

At Harford County’s 
Fiore Winery, a plush toy 
version of the spotted 
lanternfly greets patrons 
entering the tasting room.

Its bright red, polka-
dot wings are a beauti-
ful display. But a flyer 
beneath it warns of the 
sinister truth about the 
invasive bug, which feeds 
on grapevines and other 
crops voraciously.

Located close to Penn-
sylvania, where the 
lanternfly began its U.S. 
invasion in 2014, Fiore has 
contended with them for a 
few years. And their incursion has taken a toll, said Tony 
Fiore, the vineyard’s operations manager.

“Some of our vines this year aren’t as strong as they 
normally would be,” Fiore said. “It’s probably going to 
take longer to ripen, because there’s less leaves, and less 
fruit.”

For some vineyards — and residents — in the Baltimore 
area, this season could be their first true battle with the 
insects native to eastern Asia, which are spreading south. 
They are known to feed on over 70 plant species, includ-
ing black walnut, red maple and tree of heaven. And when 
they do pierce trunks and stems to sip on sap, they leave 

behind damage and 
stunt growth.

But many wineries 
are cautiously optimis-
tic that preparations for 
the siege will lessen the 
blow.

Over the winter, the 
Maryland Department 
of Agriculture elim-
inated over 40,000 
lanternfly egg masses 
close to vineyards, said 
Jessica Boyles, who 
coordinates field oper-
ations at the state agri-
culture department. 
Nearly half of those 
egg masses came from 
Baltimore County’s 

Boordy Vineyards, which adds up to more than 600,000 
eradicated insects.

“That was pretty shocking: To know that they were in 
there in much greater numbers than we really thought,” 
said Phineas Deford, vice president of the winery in 
Hydes. “But we all knew that wouldn’t be the end.”

Local residents will likely start seeing adult spotted 
lanternflies with their telltale colors — the forewings 
are pinkish tan with black spots, and the hind wings are 
mainly red with black spots — in July.

Lanternfly infestation 
expected to ‘take off’
Entomologists believe residents will see more of the invasive bug, 
but it will be more nuisance than harm for the average homeowner

Tony Fiore has been contending with spotted lanternflies in the vineyard at Fiore Winery in Pylesville. Lanternflies, seen 
below, feed on grapevines and other crops. JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTOS
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Hannah Toth named 
girls Athlete of the Year
The Westminster standout had a 
breakthrough cross country season in the 
fall, won two state titles in distance races 
during the indoor track and field season, 
and followed that up with third- and fourth-
place finishes at outdoor states to cap a 
special senior year. Sports

Santander, Bradish lead 
O’s past Mariners, 3-2
Anthony Santander robs Seattle’s Julio 
Rodríguez with a super catch in right field 
in the first inning, then homers two innings 
later. Kyle Bradish (4-3) allows two hits in 
seven innings. Sports 

BRIAN KRISTA/BALTIMORE SUN MEDIA
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By Farnoush Amiri  
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When the Supreme 
Court issued its abortion ruling last June 
overturning Roe v. Wade, House Republi-
can leader Kevin McCarthy said “our work 
is far from done.” 

But he didn’t say what might come next.
A year later, McCarthy is the speaker, 

Republicans are in the majority, and the 
blanks are beginning to be filled in.

In a flurry of little-noticed legislative 
action, GOP lawmakers are pushing abor-
tion policy changes, trying to build on the 
work of activists whose strategy success-
fully elevated their fight to the nation’s 
highest court.

In one government funding bill after 
another, Republicans are incorporating 
unrelated policy provisions, known as 
riders, to restrict women’s reproductive 
rights. Democrats say the proposals will 
never become law.

“This is not just about an attack on 
women’s health,” Connecticut Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro, the top Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Committee, said Friday. 
“I view it as an attempt to derail the entire 
process of funding the federal government 
by injecting these riders into the appropri-
ations process.”

Rep. Kay Granger, the Texas Republican 
who heads the committee, said during a 
hearing this past week that the riders that 
were included continue “long-standing 
pro-life protections that are important to 
our side of the aisle.”

Using budget bills this way is hardly new, 
but it points to a broader divide among 
Republicans about where to go next on 
abortion after the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion cleared the way for state-by-state 
restrictions on abortion rights.

Republicans for years held stand-alone 
votes in the House on bills to restrict abor-
tion. Now, some in the party — particu-
larly the nearly 20 Republicans running 
for reelection in swing districts — are hesi-
tant, if not outright opposed, to roll calls on 
abortion proposals. They say such bills will 
never see the light of day as long as Demo-
crats control the Senate.

GOP tries 
to shrink 
abortion 
access
In post-Roe era, 
House Republicans 
begin quiet push

Turn to Abortion, Page 2
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Aid for expansion 
of police bodycams

During the 2021 legislative 
session, the General Assembly 
enacted a landmark package 
of police reform bills, includ-
ing a requirement for all Mary-
land law enforcement agencies 
to outfit their on-duty officers 
with body-worn cameras by 
July 1, 2025.

But, for smaller agencies, 
cameras and video file storage 
systems are too costly.

Beginning Saturday, the Mary-
land Department of General 
Services and Department of 
Information Technology will be 
tasked with negotiating afford-
able contracts with companies 
to supply smaller agencies with 
the required equipment.

Title IX support
Starting Saturday, Maryland 

public schools will be required 
to inform students, parents and 
families about how they can file 
sexual misconduct complaints, 
what supports are in place for 
people who file complaints and 
who serves as the institution’s 
Title IX coordinator.

Public comments 
on state 
procurement

Beginning next week, the 
Board of Public Works will 
begin to prepare a procedure 
for members of the public to file 
comments on agenda items elec-
tronically. The system is required 
to be in place before Oct. 1, 2024.

The governor, comptroller 
and state treasurer serve on the 
Board of Public Works, which 
approves contacts for the state’s 
executive agencies.

Laws
from Page 1

But the bugs are already out 
there in their nymph stage. Small 
and wingless, the nymphs are 
initially black with white dots 
before they molt, and turn red with 
white specks.

So far this year, the jurisdictions 
with the most sighting reports are 
Baltimore City and Baltimore 
County, followed by Washington 
County, said Kenton Sumpter, 
entomologist with the state agri-
culture department. There have 
been about 700 reports from 
around the state. Last year, the tally 
reached 11,500.

The sighting reports are far 
from scientific, since they’re 
submitted voluntarily, but the 
reports indicate the bugs are likely 
present.

“The infestation was building in 
the county last year, and the city 
had some, but it wasn’t awful,” 
Sumpter said. “But this year ... 
they’ve really taken off.”

The guidance is fairly simple: 
If you see one, smush one. But 
for the average homeowner, 
the bugs will be more nuisance 
than harm. There’s no evidence 
of them killing trees and plants 
that populate yards, though they 
will certainly make themselves at 
home.

They’ve spread so widely 
because local predators are unfa-
miliar with them, but also because 
the adult bugs are talented hitch-
hikers, attaching themselves and 
their eggs to cars, trains and just 
about anything else they can find. 
They’ve been detected in states 
as distant as North Carolina, Ohio 
and Connecticut.

Scientists have found that pray-
ing mantises, birds, spiders and 
other predators are willing to feed 
on the lanternfly, and an array of 
pesticides kill them, though 
those chemicals also harm good 
insects, as well. Physical barriers 
like sticky traps and netting can 
protect vulnerable plants.

Ideally, as predators and 
humans attack the lanternfly, 
their numbers will ebb, similar to 
the population of invasive brown 
marmorated stink bugs in the 
early 2000s, said Mike Raupp, a 
University of Maryland entomol-
ogist who is conducting research 
on a naturally occurring fungi for 
use against lanternfly.

“I’m optimistic that Mother 
Nature has a plan here, as she 
does with many of these infesta-
tions,” Raupp said. “Now, we have 
the knowledge and the tools. It’s 
going to be manageable.”

Invasive lanternflies were 
first spotted in Maryland’s Cecil 
County in 2018.

In March, the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture 
extended the spotted lanternfly 
quarantine zone to include all 
but six of the state’s 24 jurisdic-
tions. Under the quarantine order, 
about 1,100 businesses that trans-
port plants, yard waste, outdoor 
construction equipment and other 
items voluntarily had at least one 
employee to attend training to 
spot lanternflies and receive a 
permit.

The Baltimore metropolitan 
area has been included in the 
zone since early 2022, as the bugs 
expanded farther from Mary-
land’s neighbor to the north.

“We should offer like a penny 
or two pennies or something, a 
bounty, “ Sumpter joked. “Bring us 
left wings or something like that. 
It would really get the bugs getting 
murdered.”

Though the bugs are becoming 
widespread, the state asks resi-
dents in most of the state to submit 
reports when they see lanternflies, 
Sumpter said. According to the 
agriculture department’s website, 
residents in Cecil and Harford 
counties, where the insects are 
already numerous, don’t need to 
report.

The agency requires a photo 
these days with a report, after 
one too many lengthy trips to the 
fringes of the state that turned up 
nothing — or native impostors 

such as giant leopard moths.
“It’s still valuable,” Sumpter 

said of the reports. “It’s how we 
typically go and find outliers — we 
call them satellite populations — 
but any lanternflies that pop up in 
far-reaching areas.”

The most dramatic example of a 
satellite so far, Sumpter said, was 
in the town of Tyaskin, about 20 
miles southwest of Salisbury in 
Wicomico County during a prior 
season.

But Sumpter’s small team of 
lanternfly trackers also works 
in less remote areas where the 
insects are spreading, like Prince 
George’s County, which was 
added to the quarantine zone 
this spring. The goal is to inves-
tigate the bug’s invasion into 
new territory, and try to hold the 
line against its continued march 
southward, Sumpter said. At the 
end of the day, it can feel like an 
endless game of whack-a-mole.

Fiore said he still tries to squish 
the insects when he finds them in 
the vineyard, though it’s unlikely 
to stop their incursion. They can 
be a nuisance for customers, he 
said.

“We had a picnic table under 
a tree they were inhabiting,” 
Fiore said. “And the table was 
just covered in this black, moldy, 
sticky substance.” Known as 
“honeydew,” that substance is 
the lanternflies’ excrement, the 
byproduct of all the sugary sap 
they consume.

Aaron Garver, district manager 
for the Baltimore office of Ohio-
based Davey Tree, said that at its 
worst, the honeydew can feel like 
a heavy rain. Hoping to prevent 
that for his customers, Garver 
said his team is applying carefully 
targeted amounts of insecticide by 
injecting it into trees, drenching 
the soil or spraying bark.

“We’re not at a point where 
we can eradicate this insect,” he 
said. “So what we’re doing is we’re 
treating specific trees that have 
been identified by us or by the 
customer as something they want 
to protect.”

Often, that will be a tree over a 
driveway or a patio, Garver said, 
where honeydew residue is the 
most inconvenient.

The Maryland Department of 
Agriculture recommends that 
residents limit their use of pesti-
cides, because the chemicals 
impact native bugs. If needed, 
the agency recommends apply-
ing a contact insecticide directly 
to lanternflies only when they 
appear in large numbers, and 
only applying pesticides to trees of 
heaven, one of the bugs’ preferred 
hosts.

Garver, who frequently works 
in Roland Park, said he started 
seeing some lanternflies last year, 
but this year, they are far more 
apparent. His workers in places 
like Catonsville and Federal Hill 
are noticing large numbers, too, 
he said.

“The fact that we’re seeing at 
least one on every property, when 
we start going through the bushes 
and stuff — then we know there’s 
more up in the canopy that we 
can’t even see,” Garver said.

At Boordy, vineyard employees 
are seeing some young nymphs, 
though not an alarming amount, 
Deford said.

The vineyard on Long Green 
Pike saw its first round of adult 
lanternflies late last year, but 
it wasn’t until the year’s grape 
crop already had been harvested, 
Deford said.

Based on conversations with 
embattled vineyards in Pennsyl-
vania and Harford County, the 
vineyard plans to use the same 
pesticide it already uses to fight 
Japanese beetles and grape berry 
moths.

Deford said he’s also heard 
that the state is experimenting 
with a Ghostbusters-esque back-
pack vacuum, capable of sucking 
up the flies when they become 
more numerous. If the popula-
tion of adult lanternflies at Boordy 
becomes overwhelming, it could 
be a next step.

“That’s going to be our first 
call,” Deford said.

Lanternfly
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The GOP’s new push is taking 
place line by line in the sprawl-
ing legislation drafted each year 
to fund government agencies and 
programs.

Nearly a dozen anti-abortion 
measures have been included in 
budget bills. In the agricultural 
one, Republicans are looking to 
reverse a recent move by the Food 
and Drug Administration that 
would allow the contraception pill 
mifepristone to be dispensed in 
certified pharmacies, as opposed 
to only in hospitals and clinics.

Anti-abortion proposals have 
found their way into the defense 
bill, where GOP lawmakers are 
aiming to ban paid leave and travel 
for military service members and 
their family members who are 
seeking reproductive health care 
services. Rep. Mike Rogers, chair-
man of the House Armed Services 
Committee, said he warned 
Defense Secretary Llyod Austin 
about it.

“I told them that that was going 
to be a poison pill when it came to 
getting their legislation done over 
here,” Rogers, R-Ala., said this 
past week. “I told him, you know, 
you’re asking for trouble. And now 
they got trouble.”

There are riders, too, in the 
financial services bill, where 
Republicans want to prohibit local 
and federal money to be used to 
carry out a District of Columbia 
law that bans discrimination over 
employees’ reproductive deci-
sions.

“It seems like they can’t do 
anything without trying to put 
something in there to restrict abor-
tion rights,” Rep. Suzan DelBene 
of Washington state, chair of the 
House Democrats’ campaign arm, 
said. “I don’t think the public is 
fooled by that and absolutely, this 
will be a critical issue in the next 
election.”

She and the Democratic 
Congressional  Campaign 
Committee are working to target 
the vulnerable Republicans on the 
issue before the 2024 election.

The broad effort by Republicans 
to include what critics often deride 

as “poison pills” in the appropria-
tions process steps up the confron-
tation with Senate Democrats and 
the White House come Septem-
ber over spending bills, potentially 
heightening the odds of a govern-
ment shutdown with the Oct. 1 
start of the new budget year.

DeLauro, who headed the 
Appropriations Committee in 
the last Congress, said the deci-
sion by Republicans to include 

these measures is a betrayal of the 
agreement the parties made years 
ago to not include any provisions 
in spending bills that would block 
passage.

She said committee Democrats 
who spent the past week marking 
up these bills late into the night 
pleaded with their Republican 
colleagues to rethink the abortion 
language.

The Senate just last week passed 

the military and agriculture bills 
out of committee without any 
abortion measures attached.

Sen. Patty Murray, chair of the 
Senate Appropriation Commit-
tee, said she has made it clear that 
she would be a “firewall” against 
House Republicans’ efforts to 
further restrict reproductive 
rights.

“I have fought back Republican 
efforts to restrict access to repro-

ductive health care and abortion 
in every deal or negotiation I have 
been a part of since I got to the 
Senate — that’s not changing any 
time soon,” said Murray, D-Wash.

In a previous statement with 
the committee’s top Republican, 
Maine Sen. Susan Collins, the two 
pledged “to continue working 
together in a bipartisan manner to 
craft serious funding bills that can 
be signed into law.”

Anti-abortion activists await former VP Mike Pence’s speech Saturday at the Celebrate Life Rally in Washington. KEVIN WOLF/AP
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