Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting
June 21, 2023 at 6:30 PM
Meeting held via Zoom

Meeting convened at 6:32 pm.

Board Members Present: Gero (chair), Jeffrey, Shiobhan, Matt, Rick, Peter, Aaron, Beth,
Evelyn, Lydia, Roger

Guests Present: Katherine McConnell, David Sirkorski

1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes

- The minutes were approved unanimously.

2. Treasurer’'s Report Jeffrey Budnitz
Jun 20, 23
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings 102,141.06
Total Current Assets 102,141.06
Fixed Assets 580,261.91
TOTAL ASSETS 682,402.97

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity 682,402.97

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 682,402.97
3. Staff Report Matt Hand

- A new activity coordinator recently joined the team.

- Two new summer camp counselors started and the camp has gone well so far.
- A new position for a Ranger | was posted recently.

- A couple new program leaders will start soon.

- All programs have been well attended and successful.

4. Membership Committee Jeffrey Budnitz

- 134 Members currently.
- The membership committee met and are working on a “why join” statement as well as

looking at other nature center membership info and community associations
surrounding lake Roland, where we can encourage membership through blurbs in
newsletters etc.



5. Environmental Peter Lev

Gero and the Committee recently visited and the Serpentine Barrens and discussed
Roger Latham’s 9-page document on ways to improve the area over the next 18 months.
Jeffrey recently sprayed the miscanthus near the Orange Trail.

6. Historical Preservation Bill and Aaron

Aaron and Bill recently met with Howdy to discuss a number of historical objects at the
Nature Center that have been collected around the Park. Siobhan volunteered to help
identify the items.

7. Paw Point Siobhan and Beth

We currently have 873 members.

8. Trails Jeffrey and Gero

9. Recreation Steve and Matt

Upcoming activities include a Donut Run, Bird Club walks, a terrarium-building
workshop, a willow Island cleanup and Weed Warriors.

10. Old Business

Fish habitat project update and guest introduction:

Steve introduced David Sirkorski, the Executive Director of Coastal Conservation
Association (CCA) of Maryland (https://www.ccamd.org/), a policy and advocacy and
organization that aims to conserve, promote, and enhance aquatic habitats in Maryland,
primary around the Bay. David spoke about reef balls, which are structures that provide
habitats for fish and small organisms. They are often produced in conjunction with
schools for educational purposes (i.e., 7" graders at the Mt. Washington school). David
discussed ideas to potentially place reef balls and/or x-mas trees in Lake Roland to
support fish habitat, as well as to improve fishing access at the Lake. An example of a
recent project can be found here: https://www.ccamd.org/making-a-splash-at-janes-
island-reef/. Gero asked about the cost of constructing and deploying the reef balls;
David noted that CCA would do the fundraising and that there would be no cost to the
Nature Council.

While the recent DNR fish survey report is not yet finalized, DNR did note that there are
multi-year specifies in the Lake, meaning that there are healthy reproducing fish
populations.

David also discussed an initiative he is putting together with volunteers to map the
bottom of the lake using “bathymetry,” which provides a topographical picture of the lake
bottom and indicates hard and soft areas.

11. New Business



