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Baltimore Sun editorial board
The Baltimore Sun editorial board offers opinions and 
analysis on news and issues relevant to readers through 
staff-written editorials. It is separate from the newsroom. 
The  board consists of editor Tricia Bishop, writer Peter 
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Back in the 1970s, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
constructed an enormous functioning hydraulic model of the 
Chesapeake Bay. Although long ago replaced by much more 
accurate computer simulations, there was one extremely 
valuable lesson passed along to the busloads of schoolchil-
dren who would visit the 14.5-acre indoor facility on Kent 
Island: How shallow it all was. 

Sure, the deepest part of the bay (in real life, a 174-feet 
“hole” near Bloody Point not far from Annapolis; in the 
scale model, 21 inches deep) was impressive, but most of the 
display would hardly raise a splash if you stomped on it. And 
so youngsters could see firsthand how the nation’s largest 
estuary was all about the streams, creeks, marshes, wooded 
bogs and wetlands.

The miracle of the Chesapeake Bay lies not in its depths, 
but in the complexity of its natural construction, the inter-
action of fresh and saline waters moved by wind, tide and 
current; the mix of land and water where spots are some-
times dry, sometimes wet. The shallows provide homes for 
hundreds of species from birds and fish to mammals and 
worms while storing floodwaters, filtering pollutants from 
water, and protecting nearby communities from potentially 
destructive storm surges.

All this was put at great risk late last month, when the U.S. 
Supreme Court issued a ruling in an Idaho case that provides 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency far less author-
ity to regulate wetlands and waterways. Specifically, a 5-4 
conservative majority decided that wetlands protected by the 
EPA under its Clean Water Act authority must have a “contin-
uous surface connection” to bodies of water. This narrow-
ing of the regulatory scope (after more than a half-century of 
differing interpretation of “navigable waters” under Repub-
lican and Democratic administrations alike) was a victory 
for builders, mining operators and other commercial inter-
ests often at odds with environmental rules. And it carries 
“significant repercussions for water quality and flood control 
throughout the United States,” as even Trump-appointed 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh observed.

In Maryland, the good news is that there are many state 
laws in place that provide wetlands protections. But that’s 
a very shortsighted view, particularly when it comes to the 

Chesapeake Bay. The reality is that water, and the pollutants 
that so often come with it, don’t respect state boundaries. The 
Chesapeake draws from a 64,000-square-mile watershed that 
extends into Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, West Virginia, 
the District of Columbia and Delaware. Will those jurisdic-
tions extend the same protections now denied under Sackett 
v. EPA? Perhaps some, but all? That seems unlikely. And so 
we would call on President Joe Biden and Congress to restore 
this much-needed EPA authority under the Clean Water Act 
and protect the nation’s wetlands — and with them the safety 
of our water supply, aquatic species and recreational spaces 
as well as flood protections.

It is too easy, and misleading, to see such court rulings as 
merely standing up for the rights of land owners when the 
consequences can be so dire for their neighbors. And it’s a 
reminder that the EPA’s involvement in the Chesapeake Bay 
Program has long been crucial as the means to transcend the 
influence of deep-pocketed special interests in neighbor-
ing states. Pennsylvania farmers, to use one telling example, 
aren’t thinking about next year’s blue crab, oyster or rockfish 
harvest in Maryland when they decide whether to spread 
animal waste on their Lackawanna County fields, yet the 
runoff into nearby creeks can have enormous impact down-
stream.

And so we would also call on state lawmakers from Rich-
mond to Albany to consider reviewing their own wetlands 
protections and see for themselves the enormous stakes 
involved. We can’t offer them a trip to the Chesapeake Bay 
model. It’s been gone since the 1980s but perhaps a visit to 
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in Dorchester County 
where American bald eagles fly over tidal marshes so shal-
low you could not paddle a boat across them but teaming with 
aquatic life. It’s worth the scenic drive.

Protecting vital US wetlands 
must remain a federal priority
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Baltimore County’s 
inadequate sewer 
capacity merits greater 
development restrictions

On June 21, 2017, The Baltimore Sun 
published a photo of 18-month old Eva 
Prevas wading in Lake Roland, a day after 
0.91 inches of rain fell in the area. Unbe-
knownst to the toddler’s parents, water 
testing results that day showed E. coli 
amounts in the lake were over four times 
the safe limit for human contact.

How did this happen? Lia Russell’s 
recent article, “Baltimore County Council 
approves 2023 services map with amend-
ments after opponents say there’s not 
enough sewer capacity” (May 26), high-
lights why residents should be cautious in 
Lake Roland’s waters.

The Green Towson Alliance has been 
studying this problem since 2016. We 
estimate almost 2.5 million square feet 
of development have been proposed, 
approved, or constructed in the Jones Falls 
sewage service area since RK&K Civil 
Engineering recommended a Lake Roland 
relief interceptor line that was never built. 
The consultant’s 2012 capacity study 
shows that in a “20-year/24-hour storm,” 
31.5 million gallons per day of rainwater 
infiltrates into a sanitary sewer intercep-
tor pipe under Lake Roland. That pipe 
normally conveys 10.6 million gallons per 
day of sewage. 

This rainy weather flow volume is 
almost twice the capacity of some pipe 
segments. In addition to routine unhealthy 
levels of E. coli in the lake after storms, 
the Green Towson Alliance discovered a 
manhole overflow in Lake Roland Park 
in 2019. But last month, the Baltimore 
County Council failed to amend the maps 
to show an area of deficiency in the Lake 
Roland area — the bottleneck that impacts 
all capacity upstream — and the county 
will continue to approve new develop-
ment in the area.

Communities don’t want growth that 
isn’t supported by adequate public sani-
tary sewers. This is not NIMBY-ism. Qual-
ity of life, property values and health are at 
stake. It matters because sewage can back 
up into people’s basements when pipes 
are leaky and too small. It matters because 
sewage overflows pollute our streams and 
threaten the health of people like Eva. 
It matters because raw sewage in Lake 
Roland makes its way to the Chesapeake 
Bay, where it contributes to algae blooms 
and dead zones that kill aquatic life.

It is illegal to approve development 
when there is not enough capacity to 
safely convey the sewage to a treatment 
facility. We don’t need to wait for another 
study to know that new development in 
the Jones Falls area does not meet that 
standard. We aren’t anti-development. 
We are anti-pollution. Baltimore County 
should be, too.

— John Alexander, Ray Heil, Kirsten 
Hoffman, Elizabeth Miller, Carol Newill and 
Lauren Stranahan, Towson 
The writers are members of the executive 
committee of the Green Towson Alliance.

Church bad actors who 
change jobs still pose a risk

It doesn’t matter that alleged abuser 
Frank T. Cimino Jr. has resigned from 
the Maryland State Boychoir (“Maryland 
State Boychoir founder resigns after he 
is named among redacted abusers in AG 
report on the Catholic Church,” May 27). 
If Cimino is indeed a pedophile, he could 
continue to abuse.

It doesn’t matter that Monsignor Rich-
ard Woy resigned from the University of 
Maryland St. Joseph Medical Center’s 
board of directors (“Catholic Church 
leader resigns from Towson hospital board 
after Sun reveals role in abuse cover-ups,” 
May 8). If he was involved in deceit and 
obstruction of justice, he could continue to 
lie, regardless of a board dismissal.

It doesn’t matter that Archbishop 
William Lori reversed the transfer of 
Monsignor J. Bruce Jarboe to a large 
parish in Towson from a tiny one in Hager-
stown (“Catholic archbishop reverses 
Towson parish transfer of priest identified 
in AG’s investigation,” May 12). Integrity in 
a small parish is just as important as in an 
affluent one. Transferring to Towson was 
not going to make Jarboe an honest person 
if he was not already.

If a child steals a cookie from the cookie 
jar, it doesn’t matter if the cookie jar is 
moved to a different location. Have no 
doubt, the kid will find it.

Evaluations of mental stability, hiding, 
exposing, changing, counseling, confess-
ing, removing and transferring do not 
prevent or stop obstruction of justice. 
Those actions also do not prevent offend-
ers from reoffending. Law enforcement, 
indictments, arrests and convictions do. 
The rest? It doesn’t matter.

— Gemma Hoskins, Ocean City

DOONESBURY   BY GARRY TRUDEAU

The reality is that water, and the pollutants 
that so often come with it, don’t respect 
state boundaries. 
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