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A few years after the 
Civil War, a man named 
William Moody Chase 
created a stereograph, a 
three dimensional photo-
graph, of a place called 
Otter Rock, somewhere 
along the 18 miles of the 
Jones Falls as it flows 
through Baltimore County 
into the city. We can 
assume that Otter Rock was 
so named for good reason: 
Otters were once common 
in a river that, 150 years 
later, we associate more 
with pollution than with 
wildlife.

But last Friday afternoon, 
Baltimore artist Jordan 
Tierney spotted two otters, 
apparently juvenile, in a 
section of the Jones Falls 
on the north side of the 
city, near the Whole Foods 
store in Mount Washing-
ton. She managed to record 
the moment and supplied 
a video to The Baltimore 
Sun; two biologists who 
viewed it were delighted 
to see it. The existence 
of otters suggests decent 
water quality, at least in the 
section of the Jones Falls 
where Tierney found them, 
and probably an abundance 
of food.

It also suggests the 
potential for full resto-
ration of the Jones Falls — if 
we could just take far better 
care of it, all the way to the 
Baltimore harbor.

Tierney, the subject 
of this column in Febru-
ary, spends a lot of time 
hiking along or wading 
through the Jones Falls and 
other urban and subur-
ban streams. She creates 
remarkable art from objects 
she finds in waterways.

Last week marked the 
first time she found cavort-
ing otters.

“I always buy a kombu-
cha when I get groceries 
and drink it while watching 
the river go by,” she says. 
“I’ve seen a giant snapping 
turtle, blue herons, hawks, 
ducks, geese, kingfishers, 
snakes … But I don’t think 
[the otters] will be seen 
until the water rises again. 
It goes back down quickly 
after rain. I wondered if 
they’d been washed down-
stream by accident. It’s 
usually not deep enough 
for them to want to be 
there.”

Tierney’s sighting of the 
otters occurred down-
stream of Lake Roland, 
where a 19th-century dam 

impounds the waters of the 
Jones Falls. Matt Hand, a 
park ranger with the Balti-
more County Department 
of Recreation and Parks, 
says visitors to Lake Roland 
Park have reported seeing 
otters this year.

Stanley Kemp, an associ-
ate professor and direc-
tor of the environmental 
sustainability program at 
the University of Baltimore, 
discovered an otter a few 
years ago far downstream 
of Lake Roland — under the 
Howard Street bridge, just 
upstream of Penn Station. 
That otter, unfortunately, 
was dead. So far, no others 
have been seen that far into 
the city, says Kemp.

If it happened, he would 
probably hear about it. 

Kemp oversees an ongoing 
survey of the health and 
ecology of the Jones Falls, 
a river used and abused by 
the human inhabitants of 
Baltimore for more than 
two centuries.

“The Jones Falls as habi-
tat is heavily urbanized and 
impacted,” Kemp says. “It 
still is a unique greenway 
and plenty of wildlife find it 
useful.”

Indeed, yellow-crowned 
night-herons, cousins of 
the great blue heron, have 
built nests along the Jones 
Falls. The other day, when 
Sun photographer Jerry 
Jackson went to the river 
to scout for otters, he found 
whitetail deer wading 
along its vegetated banks.

Josh Tabora, a furbearer 

biologist with the Mary-
land Department of Natu-
ral Resources, was not 
shocked by news of otters 
in the Jones Falls. Another 
biologist received a report 
of otters in the same area 
last summer.

These semi aquatic 
mammals are sensitive to 
poor water quality, Tabora 
says, suggesting that they 
probably found to their 
liking the section of the 
Jones Falls between Lake 
Roland and Mount Wash-
ington. “There’s some tree 
canopy, and it’s not like 
it’s all concrete there, all 
impermeable surfaces,” he 
says. “It’s relatively green in 
that area.”

And there must be a food 
source, Tabora says, proba-

bly crawfish and hellgram-
mites, the large larvae of 
the dobsonfly.

When Kemp and some 
Baltimore charter school 
students conducted a 
stream survey in 2015, 
they found plenty of both. 
“While the Jones Falls is 
contaminated to be sure,” 
the professor wrote in a 
blog post, “it’s not prevent-
ing a large number of things 
from living in it, and thus 
represents a vibrant slice 
of wildlife in this deeply 
urban location.”

If otters were to become 
a regular sight in the Jones 
Falls again, says Tabora, 
they would need a healthy, 
functioning ecosystem, 
starting with the aquatic 
life on river bottoms — the 
freshwater crustaceans, 
nymphs and mollusks.

“And then from that you 
can build a community of 
rough fish like suckers or 
the sunfish and bluegill 
that otters feed on,” he says. 
“So in order to be able to 
support a predator like an 
otter that’s cycling through 
fish and biomass, you do 
need a healthy ecosystem.”

I receive reports 
frequently from readers 
about the wildlife they 
are shocked to find within 
the city limits — fox, owls, 
deer. The assumption is 
that urban areas, even in 
their postindustrial state, 
are way too humanized, 
too crowded and noisy, to 
attract the animals we asso-
ciate with what remains of 
woodlands and rural coun-
tryside.

“So many people want 
to compartmentalize their 
yard as just a place that they 
kind of have this dominion 
over,” says Tabora. “But, 
you know, as long as there’s 
connectivity to other corri-
dors of habitat, pretty much 
anything can be wildlife 
habitat.”

Even the Jones Falls.
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Video proof of otters in Jones Falls stream. How do you like that?

A yellow-crowned night heron couple tend to their nest in a sycamore tree over the Jones Falls.  JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN
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By Tony Roberts

Authorities announced 
indictments Thursday 
against two Baltimore 
Police officers, one accused 
of negligent driving and 
manslaughter and the other 
charged with misconduct 
and theft of payroll funds.

The Baltimore State’s 
Attorney’s Office made the 
announcement just over two 
weeks after it publicly stated 
that two other city officers 
had been indicted in sepa-
rate cases of assault and 
conspiracy to tamper with 
evidence.

On Thursday, the State’s 
Attorney’s Office said offi-
cers Alexis Acosta and Cejus 
Watson have been indicted 
for alleged offenses commit-
ted while on duty.

Acosta caused the death 
of Terry Harrell, 58, of Balti-
more by driving in a crim-
inally negligent manner, 
according to the indictment.

It could not be deter-
mined Thursday whether or 
not Acosta has an attorney.

On June 21, Acosta was 
driving with his lights and 
sirens on when he struck 
Harrell, who was riding 
a scooter, the police have 
said. At the time, police said 
Acosta was responding to 
a fight in the 2800 block of 
East Preston Street.

Video footage from Acos-
ta’s body camera shows him 
passing through at least two 
intersections with red lights 
and one with a stop sign at a 
fairly constant speed before 
striking Harrell, who was 
riding the scooter through 
an East Baltimore intersec-
tion and had a green light.

After the crash, Harrell 
was taken to the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead June 
23. Acosta was not injured, 
according to the depart-
ment.

The police department’s 
vehicle policy states that 
officers driving with their 
lights and sirens activated 
can “proceed through a red 
light or stop signal, a stop 
sign, or a yield sign, but only 
after slowing down as neces-
sary for safety.”

The indictment charges 
Acosta with manslaughter, 
reckless driving, negligent 
driving, failure to control 
speed to avoid a collision, 
death of a vulnerable indi-
vidual caused by a vehicle, 
and driving an emergency 
vehicle without regard for 
the safety of others. He faces 
a maximum penalty of three 
years in prison and $2,500 
in fines if found guilty of all 
charges.

Watson, meanwhile, 
was indicted last year by a 
Baltimore County grand 
jury for allegedly distribut-
ing “controlled dangerous 
substances,” authorities said. 
The Baltimore City grand 
jury has charged him now 
with misconduct in office 
and theft of payroll funds, 
alleging he left his post 
while he was supposed to 
be working and conducted 
a controlled substance trans-
action in the county, author-
ities said Thursday.

Baltimore State’s Attor-
ney Ivan Bates said at a press 
conference Thursday that 
the controlled substance 
was marijuana.

According to the indict-
ment, Watson was sched-
uled to work from 7 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Sept. 29 at police 
headquarters. He started 
his shift at 6:56 a.m. and left 
around midday to go to his 
Owings Mills home, then 
went to a Reisterstown Road 
tattoo parlor and sold the 
substances. He “punched 
out” from work at 3:31 p.m., 
ending his shift after being 
absent from his post for 2 
hours and 19 minutes.

Watson, who was under 
surveillance by city and 
county police officers, did 
not notify a supervisor that 
he had left.

Watson was paid for hours 
he did not work, which was 
valued at more than $100 but 
less than $1,500.

“When I hear there is 
evidence that an officer is 
allegedly selling drugs on 
the job, I can’t help but to 
think of the Gun Trace Task 
Force,” Bates said at the 
news conference, referring 
to Baltimore’s rogue task 
force that was disbanded 

amid federal indictments 
in 2017. “If you’re going to 
take the money and do this 
behavior whether it’s the 
Gun Trace Task force or 
whomever, we are going to 
hold you accountable.”

Bates said Watson faces 
up to six months in jail 
if convicted of the theft 
charge, and that he could 
face any punishment not 
deemed cruel or unusual 
for the misconduct charge, 
if convicted of that.

An attorney representing 
Watson could not be reached 
for comment Thursday.

“The cases we bring to 
court are strong because of 
the reliable and trustworthy 
police officers we partner 
with to secure convictions,” 
Bates said in a statement. 
“The allegations against 
these two officers damage 
this relationship by calling 
into question their integ-
rity and ability to protect 
and serve the residents of 
our great city. As State’s 
Attorney, I must hold them 
accountable like any other 
individual who breaks the 
law in Baltimore.”

A little over two weeks 
ago, authorities announced 
the indictments of offi-
cers Kevin Hilton, who is 
accused of assaulting a man 
in his custody, and Unique 
Sheppard, charged with 
conspiring to tamper with 
evidence with the help of a 
civilian.

Bates also announced the 
indictments of two other 
Baltimore Police officers in 
March in connection with 
unrelated assault and sexual 
harassment cases.

One of the officers, Sgt. 
Larry Worsley, is accused 
of drawing a gun at a bar 
when asked to pay his tab 
and of dragging a woman 
from inside the bar by her 
hair toward his car. The 
other one, Officer Walter A. 
Wilson, is accused of sexual 
harassment on the job.

“What I see is officers 
holding officers account-
able, and we are doing that 
with individuals who are 
breaking the law,” Bates said 
Thursday of the six officers 
indicted so far this year. 

Two more Baltimore officers indicted, 
accused of manslaughter and theft 
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Charming Cameron is still waiting for his
forever home! We can’t figure out why
he’s still with us. He’s the total package:
affectionate, intelligent, and playful.
Please call us or visit our shelter today!

PETS ARE WAITING FOR YOU!

FLORIDA RESIDENTS: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. FLORIDA REGISTRATION CH 961.
North Carolina Residents: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from
the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214. The license is not an endorsement by the state.

Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc.

410-527-1466 www.adopt-a-pet.org
14412 Old York Rd, Phoenix, MD 21131

Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to eliminating cruelty to all animals. Our
shelter is proud to help many animals, even those with extensive medical problems. There is no limit on the time we
hold animals for adoption. If a pet is not adopted right away, we hold the pet until a good home is found. Donations
for our work are tax deductible. We do not use a professional fundraiser or any fundraising organization. We do not
sell, give, or lease our donors’ names. Current financial info. is available upon request. Write Defenders of Animal
Rights: 14412 Old York Road; Phoenix, MD 21131; (410) 527-1466. Or, for cost of copying/postage, contact MD
Secretary of State; State House; Annapolis, MD 21401; or the Virginia Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs.

Hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-4pm, Sat: 10am-1pm, Sun: Closed
Directions: 695 Exit 26B, Go six miles on York Rd. One block north of Valley View
Farms, turn right onto Ashland/Paper Mill Road. 4 1/2 miles to Old York Road. Turn left.

Please take homeless pets to a shelter. Adopt a pound pet.
Spay/neuter pets. Report Cruelty to your local animal control.

Please remember Defenders of Animal Rights, Inc. in your will

Clip & Mail to: PO Box 25; Phoenix, MD 21131
Sorry, I can’t adopt a pet. Here is my donation of $ to help
feed and care for homeless animals.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
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