


PROGRAMS

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.
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Ages 6-7

Cost: $140 ($120 members)

e June 19th - 23rd
(excluding the 19th)
13 vacancies

e July 3rd - 7th
(excluding the 4th)
15 vacancies

Ages 8-9

Cost: $175 ($150 members)

e July 17th - 21st

11 vacancies
e August 7th - 11th
8 vacancies

Ages 10-12

Cost: $175 ($150 members)

e July 24th - 28th
19 vacancies

For more information visit:
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/
02/2023-Lake- Roland-Summer-Camp-Registration-
Information.pdf




Mantids in the Garden

Spring is here and so are the baby praying mantises! In Maryland there are several kinds of
mantises but not all of them are native. The three species that you might see are the Chinese
mantis, the European mantis, and the Carolina mantis. The Carolina mantis is the only type that
is native to this continent. Telling them apart when they are young can be tricky because they
are only about the size of an eyelash, but as they get older their size can help you identify if they
are invasive. Both the European and the Chinese mantis are substantially larger (4-5 inches) than
the Carolina mantis (3 inches). All types of mantises can vary in color, but the Carolina mantis is
the only species that can be gray. Another way to tell the three species apart is by their egg
cases; egg cases are also referred to as ootheca. Carolina mantis egg cases are smooth,
elongated, and striped in color. However, the Chinese and European egg cases are solid colored
with rough exteriors. The egg case of the Chinese mantis is especially puffy, resembling a toasted
marshmallow.

In North America, praying mantises typically live in shady areas. The shelter of tall grasses or
shrubs keeps them safe and hidden from avian predators such as large birds or bats. Praying
mantises are also carnivores, consuming many other types of insects and garden pests. This has
caused them to be a favorite among gardeners who want to keep their plants from being eaten.
These pest deterrents only eat live prey. The praying mantis is incredibly agile and flexible,
attacking with speed and precision. It often contorts itself in mid-air to land perfectly on its
target. In addition to their agility, praying mantises have excellent vision, and can turn their head
at a180-degree angle in one quick motion. The combination of flexibility and vision makes the
praying mantis a very adept hunter. Several species of mantis even have wings, but only the
males can fly.

Despite their name, praying mantises are not always so peaceful. These insects will sometimes
engage in cannibalism. If they are hungry and another praying mantis is nearby, they won’t have
any qualms about eating their peers. And during the reproductive season, around 25% of female
praying mantises will engage in sexual cannibalism by tearing the head off the male after they
have finished reproducing. However, in some instances, the male can continue to live even after
its head has been removed! It is thought that the female will eat the male to get as much protein
as possible for the process of laying her eggs.

It is important to stop the spread of invasive species because they can cause damage to our
ecosystem. The invasive mantises can eat organisms much larger than themselves, including
some reptiles and even hummingbirds! They also eat the native species of mantis and
pollinators. Mantises’ eggs hatch in the spring, so the time is here for these invasive baby
mantises to arrive. If you see a non-native egg case, you can help by crushing it or opening it up
and submerging it in water, but if you see the egg case of the native Carolina mantis, you can
simply marvel at the beauty of these little creatures.




LOST AND FOUND

TIME
-~ 4 IS ticking

If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other miscellaneous
items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A good samaritan may have
turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make note of what was lost and contact
you if it's found!

Support Our Wishlist

Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist
and donating an item.
ANYTHING HELPS!
The link to our Amazon Wish List can be accessed by selecting the Donate to
Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by clicking the link at the

bottom.

Amazon Wish List



http://lakeroland.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2C7XJI9JX4VCX?&sort=default

