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When the latest section of Baltimore’s
Jones Falls Trail was completed late in the
fall, trail boosters thought it best to hold off
on a dedication ceremony. Spring weather
would be better, they thought.

Not exactly.
“It was probably warmer then than it is

now,” said Molly Gallant of the city’s
Department of Recreation and Parks, who
was among a few dozen urban trail
supporters who gathered Saturday at the
Cylburn Arboretum to celebrate the new
section of trail.

Bundled up against the cold, the crowd
nursed cups of hot coffee and fidgeted to
staywarmastheywaitedfor theceremonial
cutting of a green ribbon stretchedbetween
twobicycles.

Saturday morning’s event was billed not
only as a celebration of the latest section of
the 10-mile Jones Falls Trail, but also as an
“opening day” to mark springtime and the
best weather for bike riding on trails in
Baltimore and beyond.

“We thought of Opening Day, as similar
to baseball season,” said Jim Brown of the
national Rails-to-Trails Conservancy.

Evenwith temperatures in the 30s, brisk
winds and swirling snow flurries, bike
riders were happy to head out on a
celebratory ride on the new section of trail,

which runs between Cylburn Arboretum
and theWoodberry neighborhood and cost
$3.1 million. With the help of Americorps
volunteers, the city brought out dozens of
bikes from its Ride Around bike loaner
program for those who didn’t have their
own.

SteveMoore brought his daughter, Nata-
lie, 2, for a ride on the trail. While Moore
was bundled in multiple layers and a face
mask,Nataliewas snug in her baby trailer.

“It’s not that cold. She has her little

greenhouse,” said Moore, who works in
marketing. He said he used to commute by
bike fromEldersburg toOwingsMills.Now
that he works from home in Towson, he
goes riding on local trails almost every
weekend.

Jeff La Noue is such a fan of the Jones
Falls Trail that he started a Facebook page
and website, jonesfallstrail.us to spread the
word. He uses the trail as part of his 3-mile
bike commute from Clipper Mill to his job
as a sustainability planner at the University

of Baltimore.
Thenewerportionof the trail hasunique

assets, he said, including views of the Jones
Falls and historic mill valley buildings, as
well as access to Druid Hill Park and its
often-overlooked Grove of Remembrance
honoringWorldWar I veterans.

With the newest extension complete, the
JonesFallsTrail nowruns fromCylburnoff
Northern Parkway south to the Inner
Harbor.

The next section will connect from
Cylburn north to the Mount Washington
light rail stop.That legwill cost$6.6million,
and will tap city, state and federal funds.
That sectionwill include a trail bridge over
Northern Parkway and two 40-foot-long
timber bridges over streams andwetlands.

Boosters hope the Jones Falls Trail can
eventually connect with the Torrey C.
Brown Trail — also known as the Northern
Central Railroad Trail — in Baltimore
County, which runs to the Pennsylvania
state line.

On the southern side of town, there are
hopesofconnecting thecity’s trailswith the
BWI Trail and the Baltimore-Annapolis
Trail inAnneArundel County.

The newest section represents progress
toward the goal of having that long,
contiguous stretch, said Nate Evans of the
advocacy group Bike Maryland. “It’s one
more piece of the puzzle for the entire
region,” he said.

Other groups attending Saturday’s event
included BikeMore, the Parks and People
Foundation and Blue Water Baltimore,
which focuses onwater quality.
pwood@baltsun.com
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Chilly ‘opening day’ for trail dedication
Newest section of Jones
Falls Trail runs between
Cylburn andWoodberry

By PamelaWood
The Baltimore Sun

Steve Moore takes a ride on the newest section of the Jones Falls Trail with his 2-year-old daugh-
ter, Natalie. The section runs between Cylburn Arboretum and the Woodberry neighborhood.
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They came together by the hundreds,
sharing a common faith, facing 30-degree
temperatures andoccasional snow flurries
as they walked 3 miles along Baltimore
streets behind a hoistedwooden cross.

Hundreds of area Catholic youngsters
took part in Saturday’s 21st annual Youth
Pilgrimage, asChristiansaround theworld
embarked upon Holy Week, the days
leading to Easter. Archdiocese of Balti-
more officials said 750 children participat-
ed in the procession from St. Mary’s Park
inWestBaltimore to St. CasimirChurch in
Canton.

The morning procession passed along
St. Mary Street, Druid Hill Avenue and
West Centre Street before a stop at the
Baltimore Basilica, where participants
packed the sanctuary for Eucharistic
Adoration. Other stops included War
Memorial Plaza in the afternoon.

“It’s a way of bearing public witness to
our faith,” said Archbishop William Lori,
who led the procession from St. Mary’s
Park. “It’s a way of encouraging one
another in our faith, and a way of
encountering Jesus right before Holy
Week.”

Organizers said thepilgrimagegrewout
of World Youth Day in Denver in 1993,
which featured a similar procession. On
Saturday, participants marched behind a
10-foot cross carried by youths and adults.
Officials said the same cross was used in
the archdiocese’s first procession in1994.

Many youngsters participated as part of
their preparation for the sacrament of
Confirmation. Some said they would
normally spend their Saturday mornings

sleeping late, watching television or
playing sports, but didn’t mind the trek
through the city — even if they did
occasionally draw stares fromonlookers.

Olivia Davis, 14, of Pylesville said that
while the weather was chilly, the pilgrim-
agewas “a very cool experience.”

“It’s a little cold, but it’s all right,” added
SeanDougherty, a 14-year-old fromOden-
ton.

“It’s a good time for the kids to come
togetherandget toknoweachotherbetter,
and to pray,” said Sean’s mother, Michele
Dougherty. A youth minster at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Odenton, Dougherty
has been taking part in the pilgrimage for

10 years. She said the parish brought 45
youths to Saturday’s pilgrimage.

In his address at the Basilica, Lori
implored youngsters to “not walk by
yourself in the journey of life.”

“One of the loneliest places in theworld
is a busy city street full of people who are
strangers, people who rush about to their
appointments,” he said. “Sometimes we
get indifferent, self-absorbed, we shove
out everybody else. We think only of
ourselves.

“When we do this, we also shut out the
world,” the archbishop said. “That’s when
we lose ourway.”
jburris@baltsun.com

Marchers carry a 10-foot wooden cross at the head of the 21st annual Youth Pilgrimage. More than 700 children, many of whom are
preparing for Confirmation, braved the chilly weather Saturday to participate in the 3-mile procession through Baltimore streets.
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Catholic youngsters
take faith to the streets
750 children welcome the arrival of Holy Week with Youth Pilgrimage
By Joe Burris
The Baltimore Sun

Pilgrimage participants reach the Baltimore Basilica, where they took part in Eucharistic
Adoration. The procession then continued on to Canton.

JeffreyWyatt sat down in a barber chair
in the hallway of Annapolis High School as
son Josh,10, got in the chair next to him.

The twowere getting identical buzz cuts
Saturday fromCrystalOhl, avolunteer from
Haircuttery.

“The last time [for Josh], other than me
cutting his hair, was two years ago,” Wyatt
said.

The two were among hundreds attend-
ing Homeless Resource Day, an event in
AnneArundelCountywhere thosewhoare
homeless — or at risk for becoming
homeless — can obtain information about
community and government services.

Homeless Resource Day began eight
years ago and is organized by Arundel’s
Department of Social Services.

As of January, Anne Arundel had 323
homeless people on the streets and in
shelters — a figure officials say doesn’t
include those who may be close to home-
lessness. Last year, 2,078 people sought
services from the county, according to
social service directorCarnitraWhite.

A2013 study fromBankrate.comsuggests
three-quarters of Americans live paycheck
to paycheck—meaning they could be just a
fewmissed paydays fromhomelessness.

On Saturday, those who came for assist-
ance were set up with volunteers who
helped them pursue needs. Some 90
agencies or serviceproviderswereonhand,
and 600people volunteered as guides.

Syreeta Stansbury, who has been staying
at Light House shelter in Annapolis since
January, stopped by to see the dentist after
meetingwith social serviceworkers.Dental
students from the University of Maryland
pitch in every year at the program.

Stansbury said she became homeless
after a fire displaced her family and has
been trying to get back on her feet. She
called the event “almost a one-stop shop,”
saying it saved her time compared to
visiting county agencies.

HousingwasDavidMoore’s goal, too.He
has been using Arundel House of Hope’s
winter relief program, which provides
housing in the Baltimore and Annapolis
areas.TheprogramendsApril6, andhe’son
awaiting list for amore permanent home.

Waiting is stressful, he said.He’smeeting
with his caseworker thisweek.

“We’re playing everything by ear, and it’s
in God’s hands,” Moore said. “It’s by God’s
hands I foundHouse ofHope.”

Reaching
out to the
homeless
in Arundel
Annual event aims to
provide help, information
By Kelcie Pegher
Baltimore SunMedia Group

Jeffrey Wyatt gets a haircut Saturday from
volunteer stylist Crystal Ohl during Home-
less Resource Day.
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