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By Dillon Mullan

George Yungmann, a real estate accoun-
tant and sailor, died of pancreatic cancer 
May 16 at home in Ellicott City. He was 80.

Mr. Yungmann was born July 5, 1942, 
in Baltimore to George Yungmann, a city 
firefighter, and Lillian Yungmann, a home-
maker.

He grew up in Northeast Baltimore’s 
Belair-Edison neighborhood and gradu-
ated from Baltimore Poly-
technic Institute in 1960, 
then from the University 
of Maryland in 1964.

Mr. Yungmann married 
Helen Krichten on June 
2, 1965, but they divorced 
in 1999. He married Julie 
Wolhar on Feb. 13, 2001.

Mr. Yungmann worked 
from 1970 to 1999 for 
The Rouse Company, a 
commercial real estate 
development firm that 
purchased 14,000 acres in 
Howard County to develop 
Columbia in the 1960s and 
was instrumental in build-
ing the Inner Harbor during the 1970s.

In 1978, he was a founding member of the 
National Association of Real Estate Compa-
nies, which successfully lobbied to change 
accounting standards, set by the Financial 
Accounting Standards Board, to allow more 
investment in commercial and residential 
developments. When Mr. Yungmann left 
the Rouse Company in 1999, he went on to 
work for the National Association of Real 
Estate Investment Trusts.

“George was a pioneer in the way he led 
changes to financial accounting standards at 
a time when accounting rules were hurting 
real estate companies,” Liz Watson, a retired 
accountant said.

Ms. Watson said Mr. Yungmann gave her 
a job at 15 and helped mentor her through 
the business.

“I was just a kid in the neighborhood. He 

mentored and helped a lot of kids like me,” 
Ms. Watson said.

At home in Ellicott City, Mr. Yungmann 
left his doors open to the neighborhood.

“The whole county would be there every 
weekend. Furrow Avenue was the Howard 
County capital of kids. It was our teenage 
safe house,” said Damian O’Doherty, a child-
hood family friend. “All those young people 
that gathered at the Yungmann house still 
get together today. You can see them teach-

ing in the public schools, 
constructing new build-
ings or leading our local 
fire department.”

Mr. Yungmann also 
enjoyed being on the 
water.

“Our childhood was 
going to Chesapeake Bay 
finding a cove and drop-
ping anchor,” Lisa Hile, a 
daughter, said.

Mr. Yungmann said 
goodbye to the bay this 
past fall.

“He took his last sail 
in the fall as the season 
was ending,” a son, David 

Yungmann, said. “My dad knew all my 
friends. ... He got to know them and then he 
wanted to talk about school and help them 
get jobs.”

Mr. Yungmann kept working until the end 
of 2022.

The Yungmann family is hosting a view-
ing from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. June 8 at Witzke 
Funeral Home in Columbia and a memorial 
service at 12:30 p.m. June 9 at Chapelgate 
Presbyterian Church.

In addition to his wife, Julie, Mr. Yung-
mann is survived by their two children, 
George Yungmann Jr. and Samantha Yung-
mann, both of Chicago; three children from 
his marriage with Helen Krichten, David 
Yungmann of Glenwood, a Howard County 
Council member, Kevin Yungmann of 
Boonsboro and Lisa Hile of Edwards, Colo-
rado; and seven grandchildren.

George Yungmann
Real estate accountant and sailor fostered community, welcoming 
the county into his home and creating a safe space for teenagers

George Yungmann, a real 
estate accountant, sails on the 
Chesapeake Bay.

By Lia Russell

The Baltimore County Council voted 
Thursday to accept the 2023 Basic Services 
Map, a technical map that designates where 
public utilities can be built, but amended 
it to designate a number of sewer pipes 
near Falls Road and West Joppa Road in 
Brooklandville as an area of deficiency, 
which could halt development in the area.

The amendment came after requests 
from an ad hoc group comprising members 
of the Green Towson Alliance, a neighbor-
hood advocacy group, and other retired 
engineers, planners and architects, who 
contend the administration has ignored 
warning signs about the sewer system’s 
inability to handle more wastewater gener-
ated by a growing population.

The group says it’s pleaded for years with 
the Baltimore County Department of Public 
Works and Transportation to fix overflow 
issues with the Jones Falls sewer shed, 
which serves 67,000 county residents and 
carries waste via a sewer pipe underneath 
Lake Roland to Baltimore City and even-
tually to the Back River treatment plant in 
Dundalk.

Last month, the group asked the Balti-
more County Council not to approve the 
map until it reflected the sewer shed as defi-
cient, citing years of sewage overflows and 
a judge’s agreement that the system was 
“woefully inadequate.”

Baltimore County, which has been under 
a federal mandate since 2005 to upgrade its 
aging sewer infrastructure, said it’s spent 
over $44 million improving that particular 
sewer shed and that the group is relying on 
old data for its assertions, which in turn the 
group said is true of the county.

“We’ve done multiple sewer rehabilita-
tion projects and sewer lining projects to 
reduce inflow and infiltration when it rains, 
and it’s actively being addressed,” Baltimore 
County Deputy Public Works Director 
Lauren Buckler said.

Baltimore County Councilman Wade 
Kach, a Timonium Republican who 
represents the area, said he supported 
amending the map to curb building until 
improvements were made, despite pres-
sure from Public Works and the county 
executive’s administration, according to 
two people who attended a meeting last 
week among Kach, members of the Green 
Towson Alliance and land-use nonprofit 
Valleys Planning Council.

Kach’s office confirmed the meeting and 
said via email “we [were] briefed by officials 
from both the administration and DPW” 
of their desire for the council to blanket 
approve the sewage services map.

County spokesperson Erica Palmisano 
said the administration “supports responsi-
ble land use and sustainable growth in Balti-
more County.”

“The county continues to support the 
2023 Basic Services Maps as drafted, which 
are the result of expert analysis, consider-
able public input, and prior approval by the 
Baltimore County Planning Board,” she said 
via email.

Developers plan to build 91 homes in the 
affected area, further stressing the sewer 
system, Kach said Thursday. The county 
also failed to ensure that the Johns Hopkins 
University made sewer repairs as a condi-

tion of being allowed to build its Green 
Spring Station campus, he said.

A Johns Hopkins spokesperson said in a 
statement that the hospital system submit-
ted sewer improvement plans in 2017 and 
agreed to pay part of the county’s costs for 
sewer improvements.

“We continue to be ready to make 
payment, even though the window on our 
obligation has closed. We will continue to 
collaborate with county officials.”

Hopkins and Baltimore County are 
working together to obtain “all necessary 
permits and easements required to allow 
the county to construct the sewer project” 
which is “ongoing,” county spokesperson 
Sean Naron said.

“Once all permits are acquired, the 
county, via DPWT, would then begin sewer 
improvement construction.”

In March 2021, David Bayer, Baltimore 
County Department of Public Works’ 
then-acting sewer design bureau chief, 
said the eight sewer pipes were inadequate 
to serve a nearby proposed 61-home Joppa 
Road development known as Greenspring 
Manor without causing a backup.

“‘Zero’ is the number of units that could 
be built without causing [the sewer to over-
flow],” he wrote in a memo obtained by The 
Baltimore Sun. “The Greenspring Manor 
development may not connect to public 
sewer ... until all sewer improvements are 
completed.”

The County Council voted unanimously 
to amend and then approve the map, but 
Green Towson Alliance member Beth 
Miller said the area the council took issue 
with was only a minor part of the area she 
was alarmed about.

“Any constriction in a pipe goes 
upstream,” Miller said. “If I had a clog in my 
basement, I wouldn’t add in a master bath-
room on top with a toilet and a soaking tub.”

A 2012 report from civil engineering firm 
RK&K found that several Lake Roland-
area pipes were severely overburdened, 
which was cited by a coalition of commu-
nity groups that successfully campaigned to 
block a 150-unit apartment complex, known 
as the Bluestem development, in 2019.

More recently, a February 2022 report 
from the Ramboll Group found the major-
ity of sewer interceptors within the sewer 
shed around Lake Roland showed structural 
issues and evidence that groundwater had 
seeped through them.

The county contracted with the engineer-
ing consultancy firm Hazen and Sawyer to 
build a model of and study its sewer system 
and predict how to prevent future sewer 
overflows. A report is expected in late 2023, 
Public Works spokesperson Lowell Melser 
said.

The Maryland Department of the Envi-
ronment sent a letter April 18 to Walker and 
Council Chair Julian Jones Jr. “reminding” 
them of Baltimore County’s obligation to 
provide triennial updates about its water 
and sewer plan, and that the county cannot 
issue building permits unless public utility 
systems are adequate to support proposed 
development.

“Baltimore County has been — and 
remains — in compliance with MDE and 
intends to meet all reporting requirements 
regarding the Triennial Review,” Melser 
said via email.

Baltimore County Council OKs 
amended 2023 services map 

A sewer relief structure on Falls Road, near the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. Millions of 
gallons of sewage mixed with water flowed from structures like these into Jones Falls in 
2020. MATT MCDONALD/CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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The Sun reported Cimino was fired in 
1987 from his job as minister of music at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church in Northeast 
Baltimore after a man reported that he had 
been sexually abused by him as a choirboy in 
the 1970s. Archdiocese officials confronted 
Cimino with the allegations, and he denied 
them, according to the attorney general’s 
report. The report said the man reported 
the sexual abuse again in 2020.

Cimino started the boychoir the same year 
he was fired from St. Thomas More.

The news of his inclusion in the report 
prompted the choir’s board to convene 
“to discuss the matter and organizational 
leadership,” and Cimino resigned effective 
immediately, according to the email.

“The Maryland State Boychoir will 
continue to monitor and evaluate this situa-
tion and pledges to update you as appropri-
ate,” the email said. “Lastly, there is nothing 
more important than the emotional and 
physical safety of our choristers, and every-
one in our community. We remain commit-
ted to our future and advancing our very 
important mission.”

Cimino began the choir with just 14 boys 
who would practice in his mother’s base-
ment. It grew from there, recording several 
CDs and performing everywhere from the 
White House to the Vatican.

The late Gov. William Donald Schaefer 
named the group an official goodwill ambas-
sador of the state, and it performed at his 
funeral.

The choir eventually came to be based 
at St. Matthew United Church of Christ in 
the Northeast Baltimore neighborhood of 
Mayfield, where Cimino serves as organist 
and music minister. The choir bought the 
church building in 2006.

On Sunday, Cimino led singers of a range 
of ages in a rehearsal before the morning 
service. When asked for comment, he said 
he didn’t have time.

The Sun briefly spoke with several congre-
gation members, who said they did not know 
about the allegations against Cimino. Those 
who were aware said they knew little and did 
not want to discuss it.

The Rev. Jill Snodgrass, who officiated, 
did not mention Cimino. She encouraged 
attendees to come forward and share their 
prayer requests, and one man said that when 
controversy “swirls around” that “we need 
to remember we are a family.”

Pastor Eugene P. Bartell, who has since 
retired, spoke late in the service and asked 
the congregation to pray for Cimino, whom 
he called “one of the brightest and stron-
gest” in the congregation. He said Cimino 
has nurtured the choir and its choristers and 
wished that the church would pour down 

love and peace on him.
“Frank’s spirit has been tested in these last 

couple days,” Bartell said. “We love him. ... 
Thank God for the precious life of Frank 
Cimino.”

With the revelation of Cimino as No. 147 
on the attorney general’s “List of Abusers” 
in its report, only one remains unidentified, 
a nun who served for two years in the 1940s.

Since the report was published nearly two 
months ago, The Sun has reviewed thou-
sands of pages of court records, decades 
of archdiocese directories, and dozens of 
contemporary newspaper articles to piece 
together details that helped reveal the iden-
tities of those whose names were redacted.

On Wednesday, The Sun identified the 
Rev. Thomas Hudson, an Episcopal minis-
ter, as No. 150 in the report. He was a public 
schoolteacher in Frederick in the mid-70s 
and was active at St. John Catholic Church 
there. The report said he gave a 15-year-old 
boy alcohol on a camping trip and tried to 
take the youth’s pants off.

Hudson has taken a leave of absence from 
his church, St. George in Allegany County.

In a letter late Thursday to Episcopa-
lians in the Diocese of Maryland, Episco-
pal Bishop Eugene Taylor Sutton reiterated 
what he told The Sun earlier in the day: that 
he directed Hudson to go on leave after 
learning of the details of his case from the 
newspaper’s coverage.

“The Bible tells us we are all created in the 
image of God. In Holy Baptism, we promise 
to serve Christ in all persons, and to strive 
for justice and peace. When we become 
aware of situations where we have failed to 
recognize the image of God in others, we are 
compelled to act on that awareness,” Sutton 
wrote.

He also said the Episcopal diocese and 
church “are committed to holding each other 
accountable through our Church canon law 
and ecclesiastical disciplinary process.”

The Sun has also revealed the names of 
five high-ranking Catholic archdiocese offi-
cials, referred to in the report as Officials A 
through E, who, according to the attorney 
general’s findings, helped cover up the abuse.

Among them is Msgr. Richard “Rick” Woy, 
Official B, currently pastor of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton in Crofton. The day after The 
Sun article named him, he resigned from the 
board of directors of the University of Mary-
land St. Joseph Medical Center. A previous 
effort to oust him from the Towson hospi-
tal’s board after he was featured in the 2017 
Netflix documentary, “The Keepers,” failed.

Another of the officials The Sun named, 
Msgr. J. Bruce Jarboe, Official A in the report, 
was slated to become pastor of a promi-
nent parish, the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Towson. But Archbishop 
William Lori canceled the transfer the week 
after The Sun identified Jarboe. He remains 
pastor of St. Ann in Hagerstown.
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When Alzheimer’s 
touches your life, 
turn to us.

24/7 Helpline
800.272.3900
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