
Anthone Bond, right, has been a teacher for 29 years. His son, Zaire, left, is participating in a program that 
helps prepare Black men for careers as teachers.  BARBARA HADDOCK TAYLOR/BALTIMORE SUN

By Sabrina LeBoeuf

Zaire Bond always knew he 
wanted to be a teacher, even 
though most of his educators 
didn’t look like him.

Back in kindergarten, most 
of the now-18-year-old’s peers 
said they wanted to be a teacher 
when they grew up. These days, 
the Western School of Technol-
ogy senior says he’s one of the 

only students he knows still 
planning to pursue a career in 
education.

Meanwhile, Zaire’s list of 
potential career mentors from 
his public school experience is 
thin. None of his high school 
teachers are Black like him. 
Only five of his teachers over the 
years have shared the same skin 
color as him — and the number 
gets even smaller when Zaire 
considers how many were men.

“I have to be prepared that I 
may be the only Black teacher 
there,” he said about his chosen 
career.

Research shows that Black 
students are more likely to grad-

uate and attend college when 
they are instructed by educa-
tors who look like them. Yet 
nationwide, Black men account 
for just a fraction of the teacher 
workforce at about 1.3% for the 
2020-21 school year, accord-
ing to data from the National 
Center for Education Statistics. 
This was the second-lowest 
demographic; Asian men made 
up 0.5% of the nation’s teacher 
workforce.

In Maryland, 4% of the 
public schoolteacher work-
force are Black men, though 
17% of students are Black and 

In Maryland, Black men  
make up 4% of teachers
Result is a shortage of 
mentors in education; 
pipeline programs 
seek to address issue

Baltimore County firefighters investigate a fire in a rowhome at 8502 Kavanagh Road in Dundalk on Tuesday morning 
where officials say two people and two dogs died. See story on Page 3 
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2 DIE IN DUNDALK FIRE
JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN

By Christine Condon

A General Assembly bill 
that could transform how the 
Baltimore area’s water and 
wastewater infrastructure is 
operated will get its first hear-
ing Wednesday.

A few local politicians and 
water advocates are raising 
questions about the proposal, 
which would set up a task 
force charged with determin-
ing the best governance for 
the systems, which are largely 
owned by Baltimore City but 
also serve Baltimore County 
and others in the region.

Some are questioning who 
would be on the task force, 
while others worry about what 
a more regionalized water and 
sewer system could mean for 
Baltimore, citing similar efforts 
elsewhere in the U.S. that took 
control from city leaders and 
disadvantaged urban water 
customers.

The proposed task force 
comes amid continued 
water-billing problems and 
in the wake of serious infra-
structure failures, including 
pollution overages at the city’s 
wastewater treatment plants 

Water 
proposal 
awash in 
questions 
Some worry that  
new task force may  
be too exclusive 

By Hannah Gaskill

More than a thousand anti-abor-
tion advocates flooded downtown 
Annapolis to rally against legisla-
tion poised to broaden access to 
and increase protections for abor-
tion care in Maryland.

“We have to speak for those 
who cannot,” said Gloria Purvis, 
an anti-abortion speaker and 
podcaster. “That includes the 
child in the womb; that includes 
the person at the end of their life; 
that includes the person in difficult 
circumstances right now that are 
not heard. We are their voices.”

Anti-abortion advocates stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder in a chilly 
February rain Monday evening, 
nearly spilling off the sidewalk 

onto College Avenue for the 44th 
annual Maryland March for Life 
rally. It was the first in Annapo-
lis since the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down the legal precedent 
set by the Roe v. Wade case, leav-
ing states to determine their own 
policies regarding abortion access.

The Rev. Patrick Mahoney is the 
chief strategy officer for Stanton 
Public Policy Center, which lobbies 

Activists rally against abortion law 
Maryland General 
Assembly to hold 
protection bill hearings

Anti-abortion protesters gather outside the State House ahead of hearings 
on bills that would expand protections. HANNAH GASKILL/BALTIMORE SUN

By Mark Sherman  
and Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Conserva-
tive justices holding the Supreme 
Court’s majority seem likely to 
sink President Joe Biden’s plan 
to wipe away or reduce student 
loans held by millions of Amer-
icans.

In arguments lasting more 
than three hours Tuesday, Chief 
Justice John Roberts led his 
conservative colleagues in ques-
tioning the administration’s 
authority to broadly cancel 
federal student loans because of 
the COVID-19 emergency.

Loan payments that have 
been on hold since the start of 
the coronavirus pandemic three 
years ago are supposed to resume 
no later than this summer. With-
out the loan relief promised by 
the Biden plan, the administra-
tion’s top Supreme Court lawyer 
said, “delinquencies and defaults 
will surge.” 

The plan has so far been 
blocked by Republican-ap-
pointed judges on lower courts.

It was not clear that any of the 
six justices appointed by Republi-
can presidents would approve of 
the debt relief program, although 
Justices Brett Kavanaugh and 
Amy Coney Barrett appeared 
most open to the administration’s 
arguments.

Biden’s only hope for being 
allowed to move forward with 
his plan appeared to be the slim 
possibility, based on the argu-
ments, that the court would find 
that Republican-led states and 
individuals challenging the plan 
lacked the legal right to sue.

That would allow the court to 
dismiss the lawsuits at a thresh-
old stage, without ruling on the 
basic idea of the loan forgiveness 
program that appeared to trouble 
the justices on the court’s right 
side.

Roberts was among the justices 
who grilled the Biden admin-
istration’s top Supreme Court 
lawyer, Elizabeth Prelogar, and 
suggested that the administra-
tion had exceeded its authority 
with the program.

Roberts pointed to the wide 
impact and expense of the 
program, three times saying 
it would cost “a half-trillion 
dollars.” The program is esti-
mated to cost $400 billion over 
30 years.

“If you’re talking about this 
in the abstract, I think most 
casual observers would say 
if you’re going to give up that 
much ... money. If you’re going 
to affect the obligations of that 
many Americans on a subject 
that’s of great controversy, they 
would think that’s something for 
Congress to act on,” Roberts said.

Kavanaugh suggested that the 

US SUPREME COURT

Justices 
cool to 
student 
loan plan
Court’s conservatives 
question authority of 
Biden to cancel debt
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By Jonathan M. Pitts

The idea of moving the 
date of Maryland’s 2024 
primary to avoid a conflict 
with Passover is gaining 
momentum.

Democratic Del. Dalya 
Attar submitted a bill that 
would change the primary 
from April 23, 2024, which is 
currently both its scheduled 
date and the first day of the 
eight-day Jewish holiday, to 

April 16, 2024.
Senate President Bill 

Ferguson, a Baltimore Demo-
crat, and House Speaker 
Adrienne A. Jones, a Balti-
more County Democrat, said 
in a joint statement Monday 
that they would work with 
those in charge of scheduling 
elections to have the primary 
shifted.

Attar and Democratic Del. 
Samuel I. “Sandy” Rosen-
berg, both representatives of 
the 41st District in Baltimore, 
noticed the overlap and noti-
fied State Administrator of 
Elections Linda Lamone 

last week. Baltimore Mayor 
Brandon Scott and Baltimore 
County Executive Johnny 
Olszewski Jr., both Demo-
crats, contacted Ferguson 
and Jones about the issue, as 
well.

All made the point that the 
holiday would make it more 
difficult for Jewish voters 
in general to cast ballots on 
the scheduled date and said 
it would make voting impos-
sible for Orthodox Jews. 
Jewish law prohibits most 
forms of work during Pass-
over, including participating 
in elections.

“It’s a significant burden 
on people in the Jewish 
community who observe 
the holiday,” Rosenberg said. 
“We do have other options 
[for voting], but there’s still a 
significant number of people 
who vote on Election Day, 
and clearly you would have 
a reduction in the turnout, 
all told, for the primary if the 
primary date remains on the 
first day of Passover.”

Ferguson and Jones 
echoed the concerns.

“We have been intentional 
in our effort to pass election 
laws and create policies that 

remove barriers to voting,” 
they said. “A primary elec-
tion date that unintentionally 
coincides with the Passover 
holiday would prevent thou-
sands of Marylanders from 
engaging in their funda-
mental right to vote. We will 
work with the State Board of 
Elections and local election 
officials to find a more appro-
priate date.”

Primary dates are speci-
fied in Maryland law, which 
calls for the event to fall on 
the last Tuesday of April in 
a presidential election year. 
It would take an act of the 

General Assembly to change 
the date.

The text of the bill Attar 
submitted says “the state-
wide primary election and 
the primary election for 
municipal offices in Balti-
more City shall be held on 
the third Tuesday in April” 
next year.

There is precedent for 
such an action in Mary-
land. The General Assembly 
moved the 1991 primary two 
days later than the scheduled 
date because it coincided 
with the Jewish holiday of 
Rosh Hashana.

Md. primary election conflicts with Passover 
Bill introduced to 
move election date

and the contamination of 
West Baltimore drinking 
water pipes with E. coli 
bacteria.

The bill is a culmina-
tion of decades of discus-
sions between the city and 
county, framed by a massive 
demographic shift, with 
Baltimore becoming less 
populous than its burgeon-
ing suburbs. And it over-
laps other conversations 
about regional cooperation, 
including a push for an area 
transit authority.

The water and sewer 
task force would consider 
a 2021 study commissioned 
by the city of Baltimore and 
Baltimore County, which 
recommended increased 
collaboration on water and 
sewer.

“The current governance 
structure was adopted 
when Baltimore City was 
the state’s primary center 
of industry and commerce 
and the most populous juris-
diction in Maryland,” the 
study read. “No one could 
have anticipated the demo-
graphic shifts that would 
occur over the following 75 
years. A new evaluation of 
city and county roles and 
responsibilities in the util-
ity is long overdue.”

If the General Assembly 
signs off on the task force 
(the bill has the support of 
House and Senate leaders), 
the panel’s recommenda-
tions will be due in January 
— in time for the 2024 legis-
lative session.

Enough seats  
at the table?

The proposed 13-member 
task force seems designed 
to give the city the biggest 
voice in the future of the 
system it built and owns.

Mayor Brandon Scott 
would appoint  f ive 
members. Baltimore County 
executive Johnny Olszewski 
Jr. would pick three and Gov. 
Wes Moore two. Senate 
President Bill Ferguson and 
House Speaker Adrienne A. 
Jones would each pick one 
member from their cham-
bers, and Howard County 
executive Calvin Ball would 
get one pick in his capacity 
as chair of the Baltimore 
Metropolitan Council. 

All are Democrats.
In theory, Ball’s pick 

would represent his county 
as well as Anne Arundel, 
Carroll and Harford coun-
ties. But the Republican 
leaders of the latter two 
— both of which purchase 
untreated water from the 
city — are concerned they 
wouldn’t have designated 
seats on the task force.

“Carroll County believes 
all four counties [in addi-
tion to Baltimore County] 
should have the opportu-
nity to sit on the referenced 
task force,” Carroll County 
Commissioners’ Presi-
dent Ed Rothstein said in a 
statement. “Each should be 
included due to the diverse 
water needs and uses of each 
jurisdiction.”

The list of people inter-
ested in joining the task 
force goes on: the City 
Union of Baltimore, which 
represents certain public 
works employees; advocacy 
groups focused on envi-
ronmental protection and 
drinking-water access; and 
the Maryland Department 
of the Environment, which 
is listed only as an adviser.

“If they were to ask, 
‘MDE, would you like to be 
a voting member?’ I would 
raise my hand and say, ‘Yes,’ 
because it’s that import-
ant,” environment secretary 
Serena McIlwain said in a 
recent interview.

Angela Haren is a senior 
attorney for the Chesa-
peake Legal Alliance. She 
has been involved in the 
legal proceedings against 
Baltimore over its waste-
water treatment failures, 
representing plaintiff Blue 
Water Baltimore. Haren said 
she was disappointed to see 
the bill doesn’t specifically 
include advocacy groups, 
subject matter experts or 
key government agencies.

“One of the whole points 
of a task force is to get inter-
ested stakeholders — and all 
interested stakeholders — in 
the room,” she said.

Democratic Sen. Charles 
Sydnor, of Baltimore County, 

who sponsors the bill on the 
Senate side alongside Demo-
cratic Sen. Jill Carter, of 
Baltimore, said he is open to 
considering other composi-
tions for the task force.

“With most of these task 
forces and work groups and 
things, you’ll find out at the 
hearing who else wants to be 
a part of it,” he said. “That’s 
just a part of the process.”

Advocates  
urge caution

No matter who ends up on 
the task force, some worry 
that regionalizing the water 
supply raises other ques-

tions and risks.
Mary Grant, of Baltimore, 

who is the Public Water 
for All campaign director 
at Food and Water Watch, 
rattled off issues she said 
need to be considered. 

She wants to discuss who 
a regional water authority 
would be accountable to, 
how a transfer of owner-
ship or management could 
impact the city’s finances 
and what effect it would 
have on the city’s water 
affordability efforts — not to 
mention the city’s consent 
decree with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency that compels it to 
minimize sanitary sewer 

overflows from its aging 
network of pipes.

The task force also must 
provide ample opportunities 
for public input, she said, 
something the legislation 
doesn’t address.

Grant is concerned the 
idea of regionalizing Balti-
more’s systems is viewed 
as a cure-all for the region’s 
recent infrastructure strug-
gles but that it won’t address 
chronic underfunding and 
understaffing that contrib-
uted to the wastewater 
treatment plant problems 
over the past few years.

“It sounds like people are 
thinking that this might be 
a silver bullet,” Grant said. 
“But how we’ve seen it play 
out in other places — it raises 
a lot of concerns.”

In Detroit, for instance, 
it happened under duress. 
Under pressure from an 
outside emergency manager 
and a bankruptcy judge, the 
city and its surrounding 
counties formed the Great 
Lakes Water Authority, 
which leased the water and 
sewer system from Detroit.

Some argue it wasn’t a 
fair deal, including Monica 
Lewis-Patrick, who helped 
found We The People 
Detroit, an advocacy group 
fighting state overreach.

A 2019 study from the 
Haas Institute for a Fair 
and Inclusive Society at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, found the infra-
structure was not properly 
appraised and said Detroit 
should be receiving $215 
million a year instead of 
$50 million. What’s more, 
Detroit residents pay $13.6 
million of the $50 million, 
since the lease payment is 
covered by all ratepayers.

Furthermore, Lewis-Pat-
rick said, no discussion of 
regionalization is complete 
without considering that 
the suburbs of cities such as 
Baltimore and Detroit grew 
by way of white flight. 

The cities built out the 
infrastructure for the coun-
ties but had dwindling tax 
bases of their own to pay for 
maintenance and repairs. 
That should be taken into 
account when costs are allo-
cated as part of a regional 
authority, she said.

“Communities that live 
in the outer circle — that 
usually are more predom-
inantly white, middle- and 
upper-class — then they 
cannot assume that they 
know what’s best for Balti-

more, and they also must 
take some ownership that 
they have divested from 
Baltimore, probably similar 
to Detroit, for over 50 or 60 
years,” she said.

The 2021 study of the 
Baltimore area’s water 
system points to a few 
examples for consideration, 
including D.C. Water and the 
Washington Suburban Sani-
tary Commission (recently 
renamed WSSC Water).

D.C. Water is legally inde-
pendent from Washington, 
D.C., and provides water 
services to city residents 
while operating the Blue 
Plains Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant that serves the 
District of Columbia and its 
suburbs. WSSC Water serves 
Montgomery and Prince 
George’s counties and is run 
by a board of commission-
ers selected by county exec-
utives and approved by the 
county councils.

Doug Celmer, a Baltimore 
County resident who said he 
signed up to testify Wednes-
day in Annapolis, plans to 
advocate for a “Baltimore 
Suburban Sanitary Commis-
sion” modeled after WSSC.

“If it’s good enough for 
Prince George’s and Mont-
gomery County, it’s good 
enough for the Baltimore 
area,” Celmer said. “We 
don’t need to reinvent the 
wheel.”

Celmer, who said his 
family has lived along 
the Back River for about 
a century, said he and 
his neighbors have been 
affected personally by the 
pollution from Baltimore 
City’s Back River Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant, moti-
vating them to get involved.

Celmer’s Back River 
Neck Peninsula Commu-
nity Association, along 
with two others from Balti-
more County, the Rockaway 
Beach Improvement Asso-
ciation and Sussex Commu-
nity Association, sent a letter 
to House and Senate leader-
ship stating they “no longer 
have trust or faith in the 
ability of the city of Balti-
more to operate the plant 
effectively,” and voicing 
their support of a regional 
authority.

Simply renegotiating the 
old agreements between 
the city and county would 
be akin to “rearranging the 
deck chairs on the Titanic,” 
Celmer said.

“We need a different 
ship,” he said.
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Crews work to cover two water storage tanks that will hold more than 50 million gallons of drinking water underground at the west end of the lake in Druid Hill 
Park. JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN PHOTOS

James Edwards walks home after picking up three gallons of water from a Baltimore 
Department of Public Works distribution location during a problem with bacteria in part of the 
city water system.

The city-run Back River Wastewater Treatment Plant in Dundalk is the state’s largest. 
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