
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
January 18 at 6:30 PM 
Meeting held via Zoom 

 
 
Meeting convened at 6:32 pm. 

 

Board Members Present: Gero (chair), Kurt, Jeffrey, Rob, Peter, Bill, Lissa, Evelyn, Aaron, 
Roger 
 
Guests Present: Kathryn McConnell 
 
 
1. Approval of previous month’s BOD meeting minutes 
 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

Jan 11, 23 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings    176,353.78 
Total Current Assets    176,353.78 
Fixed Assets     502,737.83 
TOTAL ASSETS    679,091.61 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity      679,091.61 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  679,091.61 

 
3. Staff Report        Rob Hart  
 

- Personnel:  
o Admin. aid position announcement is still open.  
o Activity coordinator/Ranger candidate recommendation has been made by Rob. 

- Facilities: 
o The truck should return from Meadowood tomorrow. 
o The Nature Center floors will be cleaned by the end of the month. 

- Programming: 
o Summer camp planning has begun and inquiries have been coming in. 
o The County has developed a program fee structure to make fees consistent 

across programs. 
o A fleet of mountain bikes has been delivered to the County ag. center. They are 

available for use by the parks for programs. A trailer is included. Gero asked if 
helmets would be available and Rob agreed to inquire. Gero raised the issue of 
sizing and said it may be a good idea for people to bring their own to ensure 
proper fitting. 



 
4. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

- We have a total to date of 63 members for this membership year. 
 
5. Environmental         Peter Lev  
 

- Miscanthus cleanup scheduled for Feb. 18.  
- Peter would like to get the area cut in Dec cleaned up, as well as the Orange trail cut 

and cleaned up.  
- All activities are weather dependent. 

 
6. Historical Preservation        Howdy Knipp 
 

Last week, I met Jess Bender to show her the Lake Roland historic sites 
(focusing on the foundations). She was recommended by Kat Sterner as 
someone to talk to about how best to preserve our historic foundations. She 
is the Training Administrator for the Maryland Preservation Training Center 
in Frederick, MD. Joining us last Tuesday (Jan. 10 th ) were Joe Costello, Bill 
Hokemeyer and Gail Stetten. 
 
We showed her the two clusters of sites (purple trail and green trail) and she 
will be writing up a report for us on the best plan of action. 
 
At 2 PM on Sunday, Feb. 12 th , Carlton Sexton will be leading a walking tour 
of the history of drinking water in the Park. 
 
Bill was complimentary of Jessica’s work and said she was very helpful. He reported that the 
group identified a wall that needs to be stabilized, among other areas needing maintenance. 
Jeffrey noted that we could get equipment into that area.  
 

7. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  
 

- Jeffrey reported that we currently have 480 members. 
 
8. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
 

- Gero indicated that a trail update would be circulated. No updates from the County on 
the Red Trail access at this time.  

 
9. Recreation         Steve and Rob  
 

- Rob indicated that the team is planning summer activities.  
 
10. Old Business 
 

- Roger stated that Carlton was planning a Feb 12 tour of the Water Works. Peter asked if 
this would be an official Park activity; Rob indicated that it will. 

 
11. New Business 
 



- Gero stated that he’s recently seen a Park members cleaning up trash near the Roland Run area, 
but that they didn’t have a place to leave the trash (bags were left near the trail entrance. He 
also asked if there could be a way to sanction trash collection efforts and publicize the 
opportunities.  Rob indicated that we would need to set up a system that would allow for 
spontaneous clean ups, as well as organized efforts supported by the staff.  

- Lissa asked if a marker post could be provided for the Blue Trail. This needs to be inspected to 
ensure that the existing marker at the Red Trail Intersection is still there, but we may also need 
one at the other end of the trail. 


