
NEWSLETTER

COVID-19 Updates & Recommendations

1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD  21210

Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and
restroom use. Baltimore County is not mandating that masks be worn in
government buildings. We are now accepting pavilion rental requests for
2023. Lake Roland will continue to host programs throughout winter and
spring. Space is limited, and pre-registration is required. For more
information, please visit our website at www.lakeroland.org
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Programs
Upcoming

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.

 
 

New Moon Hike
and Campfire

Sunday, January 15th  5:30pm - 7:00pm
Ages 8+, FREE

A new moon is just around the corner!
Join us on a night hike in the park, then
end the night with some stories around
the fire. Flashlights are welcome, but we                                  
will only use them for emergencies                                                    
during the hike.

Lost in the
Clouds

Saturday,  January 21st   
1:00pm—2:00pm  Ages 5+, 

$3 per person ($2 member)

Practice cloud watching and learn
how human understanding of clouds
has changed from lore to science            
   throughout the ages. Bring a warm 
         blanket for laying on the 
           ground.

Signing about
Nature

 Sunday, January 29th 
2:00pm—3:30pm  All Ages, FREE

Sign language is not only useful for
communicating with the hearing impaired; it
can also be used to communicate silently
and at a distance. Native Americans used
sign language to communicate with
members of other tribes on cooperative
hunts. Join us for a silent hike and learn a
few signs about nature. 

Trees are
 Amazing

Saturday, February  4th
10:00am-11:00am
All Ages, FREE

Trees are some of the biggest and
longest living things on Earth. How do they
grow so big? How do we know how old
they are? How do we identify them? And

what's the best way to hug a tree?
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By Beth Ashton
Lake Roland Land Acknowledgements 

ABOUT LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

-This land was not “discovered” by colonists. It was inhabited for many years before the arrival of European
settlers, by Indigenous tribes that still exist today (despite historical efforts to eradicate their people and
culture).

PISCATAWAY CONOY TRIBE 
Official website: http://www.piscatawayconoytribe.com/

               -History: Per the tribal website, the Piscataway Conoy were “historically a Confederacy of Tribes”
extending “between the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay to the watershed of the Potomac River in the
area now known as Virginia.” There, they practiced agriculture, maintaining large tracts of land while also
becoming avid hunters and fishers. 

  First encountering Europeans in the early 1600s, the Piscataway’s
tribal land was colonized by Leonard Calvert, and converted to
Catholicism by a Jesuit priest. To survive and remain in their homeland,
the tribe entered several treaties with the colonists, which were
eventually broken by said colonists. In 1666, the first reservation for the
tribe was formed, known as “Piscataway Manor.” Due to continued
betrayal of the terms of the treaties and increased loss of their
ancestral lands, many Piscataway decided to migrate to Northern VA
and Pennsylvania. In PA, the Piscataway became known as the “Conoy,”
a name given by the Iroquois tribe. The Piscataway who remained in
Maryland established communities in Charles, Prince George’s, and
Calvert counties, “maintaining separation from the settlers and
internally retaining the cultural values, traditions, and legacy” of their
tribe. 

     It was this resistance to colonization that has preserved the rich cultural practices and cohesion of the
Piscataway Conoy confederacy, and by the 1800s “the Piscataway people began exerting their identity as
Native Americans again and demanded separate schools for Piscataway children.” This resulted in the
formation of the Swann School in Charles Co. (which operated until 1928) and another in Prince George’s
County (operated until 1920): “It was through those experiences and the segregation policies within the
Catholic church that strengthened our people to unite and maintain our distinct heritage.” The Piscataway
people incorporated as a non-profit, “the Piscataway Conoy Indians Inc.,” in 1974, and in 1976 Piscataway
elders lobbied for the MD government to form the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs. This legislation
passed and “led to the initiation of the process to assist native communities in (petitioning for) State
Recognition status.” In 1995, the Piscataway Conoy “Tribal leadership submitted a petition for formal State
Recognition status to the MD Commission on Indian Affairs.” In 2012, Governor Martin O’Malley signed an
executive order granting this status, “thus reestablishing the government-to-government relationship that
had been dormant in Maryland since the 1700s.”



By Beth Ashton
Lake Roland Land Acknowledgements 

CONESTOGA-SUSQUEHANNOCK TRIBE
Official website: https://www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com/
 
                   -History: Per the Tribe’s website, “Conestoga-Susquehannock, are the indigenous people of the
Susquehanna River, a 444-mile long river that flows from what is now New York to Maryland, emptying into
the Chesapeake bay. Our tribe was once a powerful coalition of palisaded villages and farms along the
Susquehanna, where we practiced agriculture, foraged for oysters, and created our signature pottery and
trade beads.” Prior to European contact, the tribe lived alongside other Indigenous tribes inhabiting the area,
which was rich in resources for survival. Susquehannock “ancestors built fortified towns, lived in longhouses,
and practiced agriculture to support what would have been the largest tribal society by population in the
area.” The Tribe’s website explains that “while we periodically waged war with many of our neighbors,
archaeological evidence suggests that we cohabitated with and absorbed defeated nations, a practice in the
region which would later preserve our own tribe from extinction.”

     1608 marked the Tribe’s first contact with European settlers, and
they were positioned to take advantage of the fur trade, establishing
trade relationships with the major colonizing forces by 1630. However,
this initially beneficial position held by the Tribe would not last: “The
fur trade would prove catastrophic to many tribes and their relations.
Greed and demand for fur caused the beaver to be hunted nearly to
extinction, and fueled conflict between Native American nations that
left them destabilized and unable to hold their ground against the
seemingly endless encroachment of colonizers.” Susquehannock
leadership retreated to Conestoga, an area in modern day Lancaster
County, PA, which had been “set aside for our ancestors by treaty.” 
 Massive population decline impacted the Conestoga-Susquehannock
tribe, resulting from “disease, warfare, colonial raids, and the diaspora 

of tribal members leaving to more insulated indigenous nations.” In 1763, they suffered a horrific massacre
by settlers, and became known as a “vanquished tribe,” a description which was “all too convenient for the
emerging colonies.” The colonial government exploited the narrative that the tribe were extinct[KMB2] ,
suppressing tribal efforts to maintain their cultural identity and ancestral lands. In 1941, a bill to establish
the Susquehannock Indian Reservation was “unanimously approved,” but Governor Arthur James vetoed it,
insisting that the Susquehannock were extinct. 
     
     The Conestoga-Susquehannock Tribe’s website explains the importance of acknowledging history and
dispelling myths that have proliferated. As a result of the systemic oppression faced by the Conestoga-
Susquehannock since the 1630s, cultural sites, artifacts and traditions have been lost to time—a painful
reality for many Indigenous tribes: “innumerable cultural sites, carvings, artifacts, petroglyphs, and sacred
items pertaining to our ancestors… are unable to be properly protected due to the lack of a modern
Conestoga-Susquehannock descendants community. That lack of a modern descendants community also
prevents us from dispelling misinformation and misrepresentations of our history and culture.” Instead of
submitting to this erasure, however, “the looting of artifacts and destruction of historic sites with pipelines
and development projects have motivated descendants to assert themselves and remind the world that we
are not a vanquished tribe. The people of the Susquehanna are still here.”



Support Our Wishlist
  

is ticking
away!

  
If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other miscellaneous
items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A good samaritan may have
turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make note of what was lost and contact
you if it's found!

Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist
and donating an item. 

ANYTHING HELPS!
 

Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by
clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon
that will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland
Nature Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to
you.

 AmazonSmile Account Amazon Wish List

TIME 

LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

http://lakeroland.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=45-1462130&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_cl
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2C7XJI9JX4VCX?&sort=default

