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Construction is under way on a second large 
stormwater pond, and preparations are being 
made to begin work on the tunnel. Overall, $167 
million in local, state and federal funds have been 
secured to complete the plan, which will reduce 
but not prevent future catastrophic flooding from 
the cloudbursts that experts say are increasing in 
intensity and frequency.                      — T. Wheeler

New tech ‘incubator’ aims  
to control algal blooms
The University of Maryland Center for 

Environmental Science is partnering with the Mote 
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium in Florida to create a 
center that will seek, fund and assist projects using 
technology to reduce harmful algal blooms.
The UMCES Institute of Marine and Environmental 

Technology in Baltimore and Mote’s Red Tide 
Mitigation & Technology Development in Sarasota 
will manage the initiative, dubbed the U.S. Harmful 
Algal Bloom Control Technology Incubator. 
The partnership recently received a $7.5 million 

grant from the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration to provide projects with 
funding, testing resources and guidance on the 

licensing and permitting processes. 
Harmful algal blooms cause a variety of 

environmental, economic and human health 
problems. They occur when algae grow out of 
control and produce toxic or harmful effects on 
people, fish, shellfish, marine mammals, and birds. 
Blooms are growing in size and frequency. 
IMET has the capability to perform lab-based 

experiments with freshwater blooms, and Mote has 
extensive field experience with “red tide” blooms in 
the Gulf of Mexico.
“Field demonstration of harmful algal bloom 

control techniques is needed to fill the gap 
between laboratory research and larger scale 
implementation,” said UMCES President Peter 
Goodwin. “This is an ideal partnership to address a 
concerning global issue.”
Annual solicitations for projects will be 

announced beginning in spring 2023.     – L. Lutz

PA, MD add state-owned tracts 
to Old-Growth Forest Network
Maryland and Pennsylvania have added forested 

tracts containing some of the oldest trees in their 
states to the Old-Growth Forest Network.
Started in 2011 by Joan Maloof, a retired professor 

from Maryland’s Salisbury University, the nonprofit 
Old-Growth Forest Network seeks to preserve at 
least one forest in every U.S. county where the trees 
haven’t been timbered in at least 150 years —  

From page 5

or where they can be protected to eventually 
sustain old-growth woods.
In September, a 14-acre tract known as the 

Schoolhouse Woods in Queen Anne’s County, MD, 
was added to the network. Some of the oak trees 
are estimated to be more than 200 years old. A holly 
tree is an estimated to be 290–400 years old.
Schoolhouse Woods is part of the state-owned 

Wye Island Natural Resources Management Area. 
There are 6 miles of trails. The 1.2-mile Schoolhouse 
Woods Trail winds through the heart of the old-
growth forest. The Holly Tree Trail leads to the 
centuries-old holly tree.
On Oct. 25, the Pennsylvania Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources added the 
120-acre Hemlocks Natural Area in southcentral 
Pennsylvania to the network.
Part of the Tuscarora State Forest, the Hemlocks 

Natural Area contains a virgin hemlock forest in 
a narrow ravine. Many of the trees are believed 
to be more than 225 years old, with the largest 
reaching more than 120 feet in height and 50 inches 
in diameter. Earlier this year, DCNR added Sweet 
Root Natural Area in Bedford County and Beartown 
Woods in Franklin County to the network. 
Pennsylvania has 26 designated old-growth 

sites, the most of any state in the network. 
Maryland has 11 sites. 
For information or to volunteer with the Old-

Growth Forest Network, visit oldgrowthforest.net.  
– A. Crable
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Constellation donates land  
for parks near Conowingo Dam
Constellation Energy Corp. has pledged to donate 

about 300 acres of land near the Conowingo Dam to 
the state of Maryland for inclusion in nearby parks, 
Gov. Larry Hogan announced on Oct. 17.
Hogan’s announcement described Constellation’s 

commitment as a collaborative effort involving 
state and local government agencies and nonprofit 
conservation groups. 
Details about the lands being donated were not 

provided because the boundaries of the parcels in 
question are still being worked out, according to 
Constellation spokesperson Brandy Donaldson. But 
Joel Dunn, CEO of the Chesapeake Conservancy, one 
of the groups involved in the transaction, said the 
land will expand Susquehanna State Park and local 
parks in Havre de Grace and Port Deposit.
The donation is unrelated to the deal the 

company struck with the state in 2020 to settle a 
lawsuit over the dam, Donaldson said. In return 
for Maryland dropping the conditions it placed 
on the renewal of Constellation’s federal license 
to generate power at Conowingo, the company 
pledged to spend more than $200 million over 
the next five decades to improve fish and eel 
passage over the dam and reduce sediment and 
nutrient pollution flowing downriver into the Upper 
Chesapeake Bay.	                          — T. Wheeler 
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