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Update: Board approves zoning 
for data centers in Northern VA
At the end of a 15-hour meeting, the Board of 

Supervisors in Prince William County, VA, approved 
a plan on Nov. 2 that paves the way for data center 
development on land that drains to a regional 
water supply. The 5–2 vote came just before 10 a.m. 
following a meeting that started at 7 p.m. on Nov. 1.
One of the two Republican supervisors who 

voted against the project, Jeanine Lawson, 
called the board’s approval a “bold pillage of 
environmental land” and “dismissal of public 
concern.” Board Chair Ann Wheeler, a Democrat, 
meanwhile, questioned whether the more than  
30 environmental groups who came out against  
the project “have all the information.”
Nearly 400 people signed up to make public 

comments on the Prince William Digital Gateway 
project, many staying up all night to do so.  
The zoning change sets the stage for the dev- 

elopment of data centers on 2,100 acres next to  
Manassas National Battlefield Park, on land form- 
erly designated for agricultural and environmental 
uses with limited residential development. 
The five Democrats who voted for the project 

cited the need for additional tax revenue. Language 
encouraging the protection of historical resources 
and assessing environmental impacts was added to 
the resolution before approval. 
Prince William County already has set aside 

other land for data centers in its comprehensive 
plan and offers the industry a lower tax rate than 
neighboring Loudoun County. But officials say there 
is still more demand than available land.
Opponents of the development, including 

the environmental groups and 50 homeowners’ 
associations, say they will continue to fight the 
project as it seeks future approvals.        – W. Pipkin

Ellicott City sees first outcome 
of flood protection plan
Ellicott City, MD, finally has some protection 

against flash floods like the ones that devastated 
this historic mill town in 2016 and 2018, killing three 
people and damaging businesses and homes. 
A stormwater retention pond has been carved 

out of a highway interchange about 2 miles up the 
Tiber-Hudson River from the community’s Main 
Street. Built at a cost of $5.3 million, the pond is 

designed to hold up to 4.24 million gallons of runoff, 
enough to cover a football field with 10 feet of water. 
It is the first major public works project finished 

as part of the flood mitigation plan adopted by 
Howard County in 2019. The plan calls for building 

or expanding several stormwater ponds and boring 
a tunnel through bedrock to divert floodwaters. It 
also calls for demolishing four historic buildings at 
the bottom of Main Street and removing all but the 
facades of six others. 

See See BRIEFSBRIEFS, page 6, page 6

This stormwater retention pond is the first of several projects intended to help lessen flash flooding in 
Ellicott City, MD, which was hard hit by extreme rainfall in 2016 and 2018. (Howard County, MD)
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Construction is under way on a second large 
stormwater pond, and preparations are being 
made to begin work on the tunnel. Overall, $167 
million in local, state and federal funds have been 
secured to complete the plan, which will reduce 
but not prevent future catastrophic flooding from 
the cloudbursts that experts say are increasing in 
intensity and frequency.                      — T. Wheeler

New tech ‘incubator’ aims  
to control algal blooms
The University of Maryland Center for 

Environmental Science is partnering with the Mote 
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium in Florida to create a 
center that will seek, fund and assist projects using 
technology to reduce harmful algal blooms.
The UMCES Institute of Marine and Environmental 

Technology in Baltimore and Mote’s Red Tide 
Mitigation & Technology Development in Sarasota 
will manage the initiative, dubbed the U.S. Harmful 
Algal Bloom Control Technology Incubator. 
The partnership recently received a $7.5 million 

grant from the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration to provide projects with 
funding, testing resources and guidance on the 

licensing and permitting processes. 
Harmful algal blooms cause a variety of 

environmental, economic and human health 
problems. They occur when algae grow out of 
control and produce toxic or harmful effects on 
people, fish, shellfish, marine mammals, and birds. 
Blooms are growing in size and frequency. 
IMET has the capability to perform lab-based 

experiments with freshwater blooms, and Mote has 
extensive field experience with “red tide” blooms in 
the Gulf of Mexico.
“Field demonstration of harmful algal bloom 

control techniques is needed to fill the gap 
between laboratory research and larger scale 
implementation,” said UMCES President Peter 
Goodwin. “This is an ideal partnership to address a 
concerning global issue.”
Annual solicitations for projects will be 

announced beginning in spring 2023.     – L. Lutz

PA, MD add state-owned tracts 
to Old-Growth Forest Network
Maryland and Pennsylvania have added forested 

tracts containing some of the oldest trees in their 
states to the Old-Growth Forest Network.
Started in 2011 by Joan Maloof, a retired professor 

from Maryland’s Salisbury University, the nonprofit 
Old-Growth Forest Network seeks to preserve at 
least one forest in every U.S. county where the trees 
haven’t been timbered in at least 150 years —  
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or where they can be protected to eventually 
sustain old-growth woods.
In September, a 14-acre tract known as the 

Schoolhouse Woods in Queen Anne’s County, MD, 
was added to the network. Some of the oak trees 
are estimated to be more than 200 years old. A holly 
tree is an estimated to be 290–400 years old.
Schoolhouse Woods is part of the state-owned 

Wye Island Natural Resources Management Area. 
There are 6 miles of trails. The 1.2-mile Schoolhouse 
Woods Trail winds through the heart of the old-
growth forest. The Holly Tree Trail leads to the 
centuries-old holly tree.
On Oct. 25, the Pennsylvania Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources added the 
120-acre Hemlocks Natural Area in southcentral 
Pennsylvania to the network.
Part of the Tuscarora State Forest, the Hemlocks 

Natural Area contains a virgin hemlock forest in 
a narrow ravine. Many of the trees are believed 
to be more than 225 years old, with the largest 
reaching more than 120 feet in height and 50 inches 
in diameter. Earlier this year, DCNR added Sweet 
Root Natural Area in Bedford County and Beartown 
Woods in Franklin County to the network. 
Pennsylvania has 26 designated old-growth 

sites, the most of any state in the network. 
Maryland has 11 sites. 
For information or to volunteer with the Old-

Growth Forest Network, visit oldgrowthforest.net.  
– A. Crable

400 Fourth St Annapolis, MD  boatyardbarandgrill.com  410-216-6206

Long-time Supporter of the Environment
•  Over 90% of our non-consumable  

items are recycled
•  Our straws are compostable
•  All food waste is composted
•  All oysters shells recycled  

(over 900 bushels in 2021!)

Weekend brunch • Gift certificates • Happy Hour Mon–Thurs 3–6 pm

OUR CRAB CAKES SHIP: 
www.goldbelly.com/ 

boatyard-bar-and-grill

Fresh Seafood Specials & 
Oyster Selections Daily

Weekend Brunch • Gift certificates
Happy Hour Mon–Thurs 3–6 pm

Crab Cake  
Family Friendly 

Raw Bar
Boaters/Sailors Bar
Weekend Brunch

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY RESOURCES

Stream & Wetland 
Restoration

Living Shoreline 
Construction

A REAL FORCE FOR NATURE  
SINCE 1991

www.eqrllc.com

Constellation donates land  
for parks near Conowingo Dam
Constellation Energy Corp. has pledged to donate 

about 300 acres of land near the Conowingo Dam to 
the state of Maryland for inclusion in nearby parks, 
Gov. Larry Hogan announced on Oct. 17.
Hogan’s announcement described Constellation’s 

commitment as a collaborative effort involving 
state and local government agencies and nonprofit 
conservation groups. 
Details about the lands being donated were not 

provided because the boundaries of the parcels in 
question are still being worked out, according to 
Constellation spokesperson Brandy Donaldson. But 
Joel Dunn, CEO of the Chesapeake Conservancy, one 
of the groups involved in the transaction, said the 
land will expand Susquehanna State Park and local 
parks in Havre de Grace and Port Deposit.
The donation is unrelated to the deal the 

company struck with the state in 2020 to settle a 
lawsuit over the dam, Donaldson said. In return 
for Maryland dropping the conditions it placed 
on the renewal of Constellation’s federal license 
to generate power at Conowingo, the company 
pledged to spend more than $200 million over 
the next five decades to improve fish and eel 
passage over the dam and reduce sediment and 
nutrient pollution flowing downriver into the Upper 
Chesapeake Bay.                          — T. Wheeler 
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