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COVID-19 Updates & Recommendations
Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and
restroom use. Baltimore County is no longer mandating that masks be
worn in government buildings. However, all visitors are encouraged to
wear a mask and practice social distancing. We are now accepting
pavilion rental requests for 2022. The Dog Park and Playground are open.
Lake Roland will continue to host programs throughout fall and winter.
Space is limited, and pre-registration is required. For more information,
please visit our website at www.lakeroland.org

Lost and Found

1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD 21210

Upcoming

Programs

Now That's a Big Tree!

Sunday, October 9th 10:00am—12:00pm
Ages 14+, FREE
Some of our trees are so large that they
receive state-recognition! Join a
representative from the Maryland Big Tree
program as they explain what it takes to
qualify as an official Big Tree. We’ll visit five
of the winners, and will give participants
a chance to use a tool that answers
the question: How big is that tree?

Lore of Archery

Rock Painting
Saturday, October 15th 2:00pm—4:00pm
All Ages, $3 per person ($2 members)
Throughout history, Rock Painting has
been done to tell stories, bring good
fortune, and to display artistic abilities.
Join us in painting your very own
rock right out of the Jones
Falls. Rocks and paint supplies
will be provided.

L
R

Sunday, October 16th 11:00am—1:00pm
Ages 7+ with an adult, $5 per person ($3 members)
The bow and arrow have been one of
humankind’s greatest tools for thousands
of years. Learn the history behind this
ancient skill, proper shooting technique
and see if you can hit your mark.
Children must be registered with an
adult.

Halloween
Scavenger Hunt

Sunday, October 30th 10:00am—4:00pm
All Ages, $3 per person ($2 members)
Come enjoy our reinvented way of
Trick-or-Treating. Begin at the nature
center to start the hunt. Find clues,
snap a photo and return back to the
nature center for a sweet surprise.
Don’t forget your costume!

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.

Lake Roland Gets a Little Free Library
By Anna Beall
Little Free Libraries have been popping up all
over Maryland, resulting in a fun community
activity that is encourages reading and expands
book access. Thanks to the work of our Master
Naturalists and Lake Roland Nature Council
volunteers we are now the proud owners of a Little
Free Library! This cute book cubby is conveniently
located next to the bench at our Acorn Hill
playground, so you can read a book in the park or
take a book home for yourself.
Lake Roland is excited to showcase a Little Free
Library because studies have shown that books in
the hands of children have a meaningful impact on
improving literacy. The more books in or near the
home, the more likely a child will learn and love to
read. Studies have shown that two out of three
children living in poverty have no books to call
their own. Little Free Library book-sharing boxes
can play an essential role by providing 24/7 access
to books (and encouraging a love of reading). Through Little Free Library book exchanges,
millions of books are exchanged around the country each year, profoundly increasing access
to books for readers of all ages and backgrounds.
Some children’s books currently in Lake Roland’s Free Library have fun nature and
science themes, such as “How To Burp in Space” and Scholastic’s “How it Works”. We hope
to empower readers with our nature and science themed books to share the joys that this
education brings, give readers the opportunity to discover a personally relevant book, and
hopefully inspire new nature leaders.
Please stop by to check out the Little Free Library while you enjoy the outdoors at Acorn
Hill. If you want to learn about more Little Free Libraries, check out littlefreelibrary.org for
more information and to see a map of Little Free Library locations. If you or someone you
know have any nature or science themed books you would like to donate to the library,
please drop them off at the Lake Roland Nature Center so that we might let other families
enjoy them.

Samhain, sometimes called Halloween
By Elizabeth Crampton

Samhain (pronounced SAW-in) is a Wiccan holiday that is observed from sunset on
October 31st to sunset on November 1st. It is one of the Wiccans eight major holidays, or
Sabbats (seasonal celebrations). There are many different types of Wicca, but all Wiccans
share some common beliefs. One of their strongest beliefs is “Harm None”; they love and
respect all nature including animals and humans and do their best to live in harmony with
the Earth.
Samhain is the original celebration of Halloween. It was first declared by Celtic Pagans and
was created to mark the Celtic New Year. It also discerned the end of summer, marked the
end of the harvest season, and indicated the beginning of winter which they connected to
death. The Celts believed this day was for the spirits of the dead to visit the living. They say
this because they believed the veil between the living and the dead was at its thinnest point
in the year.
The meaning of Samhain
reigns true to this day. There
are many rituals that still are
practiced today related to
Samhain such as feasting,
dancing, building altars to
honor their loved ones, and
taking a nature walk. There are
many parts to the altars that
the Wiccans built. To signify the
end of the harvest, they would
incorporate apples, pumpkins,
and other fall crops. To portray
the spirits of the dead, skulls or
skeletons would be placed on
the altar. Also included on the
altar were photographs of the deceased family member. Some Wiccans would bake a
buttermilk soda bread, called Samhain bread. This was made just for the occasion, and was
placed on the altar to feed visiting spirits.
Enjoy your Samhain this year in whatever way you decide to celebrate it. Create a grazing
table full of delicious food as a feast with your friends and family. Partake in festive dances
while you enjoy spooky season. Take a reflective nature walk through Lake Roland or in your
neighborhood to enjoy the crisp fall air. Maybe even create a new tradition for yourselves
this year with some Samhain activities.

LOST AND FOUND
TIME
is ticking

away!

If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other miscellaneous
items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A good samaritan may have
turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make note of what was lost and contact
you if it's found!

Support Our Wishlist
Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist
and donating an item.
ANYTHING HELPS!
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by
clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon
that will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland
Nature Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to
you.
AmazonSmile Account

Amazon Wish List

