
We Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
October 19 at 6:30 PM 
Meeting held via Zoom 

 
 
Meeting convened at 6:33 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Gero Verheyen (Chair), Lydia Redding, Jeffrey Budnitz, Dwight 
Johnson, Rob Hart, Bill Hokemeyer, Peter Lev, Kurt Davis, Beth Hoker, Carlton Sexton, Lissa 
Rotundo, Dotothea Lankford, Rick North 
 
Guests Present: Kate McConnell  
 
 
1. The previous month’s BOD meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

Oct 19, 22 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 
1 L.R.N.C.-Operating    156,715.23 
2 L.R.N.C.-Donations    30,542.59 
Total Checking/Savings    187,257.82 
Total Current Assets    187,257.82 
 
Fixed Assets 
15000 ꞏ Furniture and Equipment  480,412.83 
Total Fixed Assets 480,412.83 
TOTAL ASSETS 667,670.65 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity 
32000 ꞏ Unrestricted Net Assets   658,786.86 
Net Income     8,883.79 
Total Equity     667,670.65 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   667,670.65 

 
3. Staff Report        Rob Hart  

- The part time naturalist position was offered to the top candidate. 
- A new activity coordinator/Park Ranger candidate is expected to start once all of the 

relevant paperwork is completed. 
- Red trail stabilization has begun and the team is working to communicate with patrons 

about the project. 



- Learning Day with Blue Water Baltimore was a success. The programs were appropriate 
for the audience. One lesson learned is that more marketing would be useful for future 
events. 

- Nature Quest Fest will take place this Sunday at 4pm.  
- Transition to Civic Recs system: The Park & Recs Dept. would like the activities 

schedule for the winter (for all sites). 
- Update on the historical artifact display case: Johnathan Wood received a quote for a 

display case from KC Store Fixtures back in April. The display case dimensions were 70” 
long X 38” high X 20” deep. 

 
4. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

- We have a total to date of 173 members for this membership year.  
 
5. Environmental         Peter Lev  
 

- Roger Latham reported that Will Ryan is cleared to start work in January. 
- Miscanthus removal is taking place. The bigger job is to clear dead plant material from 

the Orange Trail. 
- Peter and Jeffrey noted that Cromwell Valley Park and Wyman Park are using goats to 

removed unwanted vegetation. Lissa noted that there is a farm on the Eastern Shore 
that rents the goats and provides an electric fence.  

 
6. Historical Preservation        Howdy Knipp 
 

- Notes provided via email. 
 
7. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  
 

- We currently have 1,089 members.  
- A cleanup with a reception was conducted recently. 

 
8. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
 

- The Red Trail steps were dug out in preparation to be filled with aggregate in November. 
Two railings were replaced due to damage that occurred during the work.  

 
9. Recreation         Steve Bruno and Rob 
 

- Park Ranger and Naturalist recreation planning meeting was conducted today. Rob 
anticipates a more uniform county-wide approach to recreation planning. 

- Rob confirmed that Recreation and Nature councils would be treated individually, but 
there will be more coordination and clarification on objectives and goals. Jeffrey stated 
that it was important to continue at least part of the way we measure successful 
programs (i.e., level of participation). 

 
10. Old Business 
 

- Jeffrey spoke with the County rep. yesterday about the Red Trail road access and 
parking issues. 

 



11. New Business 
 

- Annual Meeting: Gero explained that we would have a regular board meeting on November 16 
and the Annual Meeting on November 22. Next year will revert to a single combined meeting.  

- Gero thanked the participants who helped dig the red trail steps out on Saturday and indicated 
that it was ready for the Boy Scouts to finish the project in November. 


