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Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association <rrlraia@comcast.net>
Friday, January 12, 2018 3:28 PM
Ruxton-Riderwood-Lake Roland Area Improvement Association
Letter from member
filename-1.pdf

Members of the Board,
Attached is a letter Dr. Broido, a Rockland Ridge resident, sent along with his dues check.
By way of background, following is a copy of an email message Dr. Broido sent to us a couple of years ago:

7/8/15
Gentlemen,
Allow me to introduce myself. My wife and I purchased the home at the below address May 20. We have even
paid dues - in the mail to rrlraia.
I have recently moved from Chicago IL to the north Baltimore County.. As a jogger of 60 + years, I was
delighted to discover the Robert E. Lee Park and jogging trails, just off Falls Road; however, I have rarely seen
trails in such disrepair. What starts off quite nice heading south from Falls Road to the large bridge, turns into a
morass of mud south of there. It is obvious the county has not spent any money in years doing essential repairs.
The mud can be both sticky and / or slippery and can result in injury to those who use the trail. As a retired
general surgeon, one who headed the trauma unit of my hospital in suburban Chicago for many years,
preventable injury is the goal of all of us.
As I am sure you are aware, both the State of Illinois and Chicago are deeply in debt. Illinois has avlow income
tax, the city has no income tax and yet both manage to keep the Lake Front Trail in Chicago and the Illinois
Prairie Path as well as all the park trails in very good condition, while Maryland which has some of the highest
tiered state and county income taxes in the US, can't manage this rather simple task. Doesn't the State and
County realize such paths are tourist attractions and bring in revenue?
Can't your organization put some heat on what appears to be a very poorly run and inefficient county park
department?
-Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead Lane
Baltimore, M.D. 21209
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Lake Roland Park
deserves aid

Several weeks ago, The Baltimore Sun
published an article about a reclamation
project for brown trout to the cost of
$600,000 in the Jones Falls (“Jones Falls
restoration project seeks to restore trout
habitat, reduce runoff,”http://www.baltimoresun.com/features/green/blog/bs-mdjones-falls-restoration-20160513-story.html
May 25). Languishing directly across Falls
Road is the Lake Roland Park and the woeful
red trail.
Baltimore City owns the park and leases it
to Baltimore County. A group of concerned
citizens has done a yeoman’s job reclaiming
the park, which I dare say is used by many
more people than trout will ever use Jones
Falls. The trails in the park are in horrible
shape. Railroad ties remain across the trail
while areas of the path are a quagmire of
mud and have remained wet all spring. The
park is maintained by a volunteer group,
using volunteer funds and volunteer labor.
Last year, it took the entire summer to put
down trap rock and gravel on a stretch just
north of the trestle bridge — a length of trail
considerably less than 100 yards. So far this
year, aside from repairing a 20-foot section
of significant erosion with trap rock and
cutting down dead trees which have fallen
across the main trail, little has been done —
and a great deal needs to be done: from
removing the railroad ties, filling in low
spots and developing good drainage, cutting
down dead trees, which have the potential
to fall on the trails, and finally a professional
resurfacing of the red trail as well as several
of the other trails as well.
If Maryland has funds to take care of
trout, aren’t there funds to take care of this
park and trails, which are used by many
people? The park, formerly known as
Robert E. Lee Park, could well be an
extraordinary resource for all of Baltimore
and Baltimore County.
Peter W. Broido, M.D., Baltimore

Renaissance Academy
an oasis for students

Congratulations to journalists Erica L.
Green, Diana Sugg, Christopher T. Assaf and
The Sun for their epic story, photos and
video about the Renaissance Academy and
its graduates (“Mantra for graduates of
troubled Baltimore high school: ’You can
make it,’ ” June 5).
As one reader wrote, “the students’
stories and comments just grabbed my
heart, as did those of the mentors.”
The work of Principal Nikkia Rowe and
her faculty and administrative team at
Renaissance Academy was clearly exceptional and a major reason for the successes
recounted. Would that there were more
Principal Rowes.
Another factor at this majority male
school, which has a 2-1 ratio of boys to girls,
is more readily replicable than a great
principal. To meet the needs of the young
men at RA, the University of Maryland
School of Social Work obtained a three-year,
$720,000 grant through the Maryland State
Department of Education to create the
Seeds of Promise program with Ms. Rowe.
This program expands her mentor/
student cohort model to after-school hours
and summers and provides data monitoring
and evaluation to assess its effectiveness. Of
68 boys who were enrolled for the past two
academic years, 63 percent showed an
increase in GPA from the first semester last
year (with no mentor) to the first semester
this year (with mentor). The average
increase was 48 percent.
The school also drew on strength mobilized because of its location in Promise
Heights, a place-based cradle-to-college-to
career initiative providing wrap-around
services in Upton/Druid Heights. Promise
Heights is the only U.S. Department of
Education Promise Neighborhood grantee
in Baltimore and works with children and
families in one of the poorest neighborhoods in the city.
With continued support, these components can become a permanent part of the
academy’s culture and help foster the
success of current and entering students.
West Baltimore needs a small, highperforming high school that reaches out to
youth who are at significant risk of running
outside the path to graduation. Let’s keep
this going.
Richard P. Barth and Bronwyn Mayden,
Baltimore
The writers are, respectively, dean of the
University of Maryland School of Social Work
and UMSSW associate dean and executive
director of Promise Heights Baltimore.

That Libertarian
named Bernie

The Baltimore Sun has done an excellent
job of publishing many articles on Libertarians in this election cycle (“Stop ignoring
Libertarians,” June 6). Sen. Bernie Sanders
has most assuredly received his fair share of
articles in the newspaper. Oh, wait. The
75-year-old Mr. Sanders suddenly had a
change of heart last year and became a
born-again Democrat. It seems a rather
sneaky way to get one’s lifelong Libertarian
views more exposure but you have to say,
“Well played, Senator Sanders.”
So I hold that the Libertarians have been
receiving plenty of press coverage this year.
It is just that the best-known Libertarian is
currently masquerading as a Democrat.
Nancy Spies, Jarrettsville
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The shattered ceiling

Our view: Hillary Clinton has just vanquished the penultimate political barrier to

women — and that’s important regardless of what happens next

T

he glass ceiling metaphor is going to be invoked a lot this
week and rightly so. With her double-digit victory in
California and her overwhelming lead in both the
popular vote and the delegate tally, Hillary Rodham Clinton has
broken a 240-year-old barrier to become the first woman to hold
the title of presumptive nominee of a major U.S. political party.
No matter what one may think of the former first lady (and
there is clearly no shortage of haters out there), this was a major
barrier to be shattered. She acknowledged as much in her rousing
speech Tuesday night in Brooklyn that invoked the women’s
rights movement from the Seneca Falls Convention to present.
As much as this was anticipated — and with all due respect to
Sen. Bernie Sanders and his supporters, she’s been on a glide path
to this moment since the Mid-Atlantic primaries in April because
yes, the ballots cast by superdelegates do count — it’s not clear
that the historic nature of this achievement has sunk in with the
electorate. At least not in the way that Barack Obama’s similar
barrier-breaking performance did eight years ago.
But make no mistake, this is big. As of today, the whole
parent-daughter chat about “you can grow up to be anything you
want to be including president of the United States” sounds a bit
more credible than it did the day before. And few candidates
better embody the struggles women have faced in the last
half-century — from balancing motherhood to career to being
accepted in the various male-dominated professions — than the
presumptive Democratic nominee.
There are plenty of issues on which we’ve parted company
with Ms. Clinton over the years, from the use of military force in
Iraq to a persistent lack of transparency, but no one can make the
case that she’s had an easy road to victory. If anything, the
68-year-old has consistently been treated more harshly by her
opponents and the press than her peers — whether that’s because
she’s a woman or a Clinton may depend on one’s point of view.
And given the nature of this campaign, one suspects the most vile
and misogynistic attacks are still to come.
How overdue is a female head of state? While Republicans and
Democrats may brag that they’ve collectively elected more
women to Congress than ever (about 20 percent of the House and
Senate is female), other countries have done much better. As a
Pew Research Center study released earlier this year points out,
the U.S. ranks 33rd among 49 high-income countries in electing
women to its national legislature. But wait, it’s really worse than
that: Compared to 137 countries where data is available, the U.S.
ranked 83rd, according to Pew.
Margaret Thatcher is often remembered as a trailblazer, but
she was elected British Prime Minister nearly 40 years ago.
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Hillary Clinton hailed a historical "milestone" for women as she
claimed victory over rival Bernie Sanders in the Democratic
White House nomination race.

Indira Gandhi and Golda Meir came well before her. Australia,
Germany, Finland, South Korea, Peru, Thailand, Denmark,
Norway, Poland, Greece, all have elected female heads of
government in more recent years and there are many more.
Pollsters have asked Americans: What is holding women back
from high political office? Among the most popular answers are
that women are held to higher standards, that voters aren’t ready
to elect them and that women lack political connections. Yet
when voters are asked about these qualities they want in a leader
— honesty, willingness to compromise and a desire to improve
the U.S. quality of life — they believe women are more likely to
possess them than men.
This dichotomy, the public’s faith and distrust in a gender, will
no doubt get a full airing in the months to come. And the former
secretary of state faces many obstacles ahead from convincing
supporters of Senator Sanders to rally to her side, to choosing a
running mate and to responding to an attack-minded opponent
in Donald Trump who has a gift for finding the soft spot in his
opponents and then needling it mercilessly.
Women have made considerable progress in the U.S. since the
days of suffrage but not without a struggle. Even with Ms.
Clinton’s achievement, the ultimate glass ceiling barring women
from the Oval Office, has not been shattered quite yet. That it took
nearly full nine decades after the passage of the19th Amendment
to come this far perhaps demonstrates how the U.S. came to rank
so miserably in electing women to political office.

Kicked out of preschool?

Our view: Suspending or expelling very young children for disciplinary reasons is

often unnecessary, usually counterproductive and frequently discriminatory

T

he national conversation about racial disparities in school
suspension and expulsion rates was amplified this week by
the release of a U.S. Department of Education report
showing that not only are minority students more likely to be kicked
out of school for disciplinary reasons but that the discrimination
starts at the very outset of their academic careers — in preschool.
A suspension or expulsion can have far-reaching consequences
for students of any age, but it’s particularly devastating for very
young students because, in addition to depriving them of the chance
to learn the basic social skills needed for success later on, it labels
them “problem children” from the start, affecting their self-esteem
and others’ perceptions of them.
The Civil Rights Data Collection, a national survey of every
school in the country conducted by the Department of Education,
found that while suspensions and expulsions decreased overall by
nearly 20 percent between the 2011-2012 and 2013-2014 school years,
African-American public preschool children were suspended or
expelled at roughly triple the rate of their white counterparts. Black
children represent 19 percent of preschool enrollment nationally,
but they made up 47 percent of all preschoolers receiving one or
more out-of-school suspensions. By contrast, white children
represented 41percent of preschool enrollment, but only 28 percent
of those receiving one or more out-of-school suspensions.
Broken down by gender, African-American boys represented 19
percent of male preschool enrollment, but 45 percent of those
receiving suspensions. And while black girls represented just 20
percent of all female preschoolers, they received 54 percent of all
out-of-school suspensions.
These data add to what has long been known about older
children. African-American and minority students as young as 3 or
4 years old are punished more harshly than their white
counterparts for similar offenses, and they are far more likely to be
suspended or expelled as a result. The department’s report stops
short of attributing such disparate outcomes to intentional
discrimination, saying that other factors, including less experienced
teachers and socio-economic disparities among families, may
account for some of the differences. But it’s clear their effect
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disproportionately falls on the most vulnerable youngsters who can
least afford to have their educations interrupted.
Under former Baltimore City schools CEO Andres Alonso,
principals and teachers were encouraged to develop alternatives to
suspensions and expulsions to deal with disruptive children. Those
interventions included in-school, after-school and weekend
detention. The school system even set aside a room at its North
Avenue headquarters where officials could send students with
disciplinary problems in order to keep them out of trouble during
school hours. But that system didn’t specifically target the youngest
students.
In 2013, Baltimore schools suspended more 4- and 5-year-olds
than any other jurisdiction in the state, leading Mr. Alonso’s
successor, Gregory Thornton, to require that principals consult
with the central office before suspending pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten students.
That is something we hope incoming schools CEO Sonja
Santelises, who served as the system’s chief academic officer under
Mr. Alonso, continues, with the goal of eliminating all suspensions
for the youngest children, when she takes the helm next month. An
unruly or disruptive child may be a teacher’s worst nightmare in
terms of keeping his or her classroom instruction schedule on track,
but in fact there’s very little serious harm a 4- or 5-year-old can
actually do that might truly endanger fellow students and staff.
Suspending or expelling an annoying preschooler essentially
defeats the whole purpose of schooling at that age, which
essentially is to teach children to work well with others and take
direction from their instructor.
Kids who don’t learn that in pre-K or earlier are apt to have a
much harder time later on, in school and in life. Giving very young
students the best start possible is particularly crucial for city
families because they too often face so many other disadvantages
that can interfere with education. The one thing they shouldn’t have
to fear is a racially biased disciplinary process that threatens to
derail their academic careers before they’ve fairly begun. There’s
simply no good reason for kicking kids out of preschool. It’s often
unnecessary, usually counterproductive and, as the department of
education report clearly show, almost always discriminatory.
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Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead Lane
Baltimore, MD 21209
March 24, 2016
Lake Roland Nature Council
1000 Lakeside Drive
Baltimore, MD 21210
Gentlemen,
Yesterday I had a telephone conversation with Jeffrey Budnitz and learned thaf your organization is
responsible for maintenance of the trails in Roland Park - formerly Robert E lee Park. As a recent
transplant from Chicago, where running paths are well maintained, I was shocked to see the deplorable
condition of the Red Trail, south of the large bridge.
Chicago and Cook County are in dire financial straits and yet the government has realized that
maintaining parks and trails brings lots of dollars into the City and County. In essence money is not being
diverted from more needy and humanitarian purposes; the returns on the dollar are a huge asset for
Chicago.
Baltimore County is a rich county with very high taxes. I believe the County has really pulled a fast one
and abrogated its responsibility by giving the job to volunteers and I believe your organization should
insist the county maintain and improve the park trails as that will enhance county revenues;
nevertheless, I am contributing $100.00 to your organization in the hopes that you can in fact get what
appears to me to be a major undertaking: removal of railroad ties, resurfacing the trail and improving
drainage to get rid of the mud every time it rains.
I would also add that your organization has taken on huge liabilities as the maintenance of the paths is
now your responsibility and not the county's. While I am sure you have some insurance, should a person
be injured or worse paralyzed because of the poor condit ion of the path, your organization and you as
individuals could be subjected to a multimillion dollar suit and your individual personal 'assets could well
be at risk. Chicago has an organization Friends of the Park which oversees the parks but is not
responsible for their maintenance - it is a watchdog group and effectively keeps a cattle prod on the
Park officials. I think this is a much better model to follow as it removes all liability from your
organization and has enough clout to get the job done.

Sincerely,
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Peter W. Broido, M.D
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LAKE ROLAND
NATURE COUNCIL

1000 Lakeside Drive
Baltimore, MD 21210
www.lakeroland.org

March 28, 2016

Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead Lane
Baltimore, Maryland 21209

Dear Peter,

The Lake Roland Nature Council cannot thank you enough for the
generous donation of $100.00. This donation will go a long way in making
programs and projects the council has planned for the park a reality.
To that end, we understand your concerns outlined in your letter, but as
an organization, we have an extremely successful partnership with Baltimore
County as it relates to this particular park. To that end, we are the 46 th nature
and recreation council in Baltimore County, the very public private
partnership model that makes Baltimore County so successful as it relates to
the 210 park and recreation assets that Baltimore County manages.
Lake Roland was the 210 th asset added to the inventory when
Baltimore county leased the park from Baltimore City and reopened the park
under new management in October of 2011. The very act of leasing the park
was a byproduct of the efforts taken by concerned citizens that comprise
several of our current board members of our nature council.
I regret that you were not in the area to witness firsthand the
deplorable condition the park had declined into under Baltimore City's
management and the significant progress that has been made with the park in
just a few years under Baltimore County's leadership. Unlike Chicago,
Baltimore County has exhibited exemplary fiscal stewardship as reflected in
it's bond rating and fiscal balance sheet. As it relates to liability as you
outlined, we have address those matters as well regarding our board and
volunteers.

LAKE ROLAND
NATURE COUNCIL

1000 Lakeside Drive
Baltimore, MD 21210
www.lakeroland.org

As it relates to the "cattle prod" approach you outlined in your letter, I
have always found long term success is a byproduct of people wanting to do
something versus being "shocked" into it.
If you have a chance, feel free to e-mail me and I can give you a tour of
the park and the projects we have planned for this year including removing
the railroad ties from the red trail. We have a standing monthly trails outing
so feel free to join us as well.

In addition, the nature council has standing monthly meetings and
standing committee meetings that might be in areas of interest to you, so
consider joining the nature council as a member.

Thank you again and best regards,

Jeffrey Budnitz
Treasurer

Federal l0#45-1462130
501c3 (Status Approved)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Chris McCollum
Jeffrey Budnitz
The guy can"t stop
Thursday, June 23, 2016 7:40:22 AM

From: Peter Broido <peterbroido@gmail.com>
Date: June 22, 2016 at 11:39:12 AM EDT
To: lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov
Subject: the trails in Robert E. Lee Park
Hi Shannon,
Last year I moved from Chicago to Baltimore County and live almost across Falls
Road from the the entrance to the Red Trail. I am a jogger and find the condition
of the Red Trail and the Yellow Trail deplorable. I understand and have spoken
to and contributed to the Roland Park volunteer group which has been tasked
with management of the trails.
Last summer this group did a magnificent job resurfacing a 50 yard area north of
the trestle bridge. The job took all summer. Assuming the trail is 2 miles long and
the group resurfaces 50 yards per year it will take 70.4 years for them to
accomplish this task.
Currently there is a tree down across the trail at the north end - it has been down
for more than a week. The heavy rain of Tues and Tues night has washed out
some of the trap rock that was put in place this winter to fix the erosion very close
to the north end of the trail. If this was to be a permanent fix, it was poorly
engineered.
Currently in the two mile stretch of the red trail, there are approximately 126
railroad ties and 6 significant mud / quagmire areas and 3 less so. The six take
more than a week to dry.
Since the county has decided to spend significant amounts of money on Jones
Falls to improve the environment for trout, perhaps it can do so for people. Please
note that people are both voters and tax payers.
Respectfully,
-Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead Lane
Baltimore, M.D. 21209
tel 443.808-0405
cell 630.440.2101
Sent from my iPad
CONNECT WITH BALTIMORE COUNTY

From: Peter Broido [mailto:peterbroido@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2017 12:30 PM
To: County Council District 2 <council2@baltimorecountymd.gov>
Subject: Roland Park
Dear Ms. Almond,
I am writing to you because I believe the Lake Roland Nature Council had done and currently is doing a poor job of
managing the park. I believe the management of the trails should be done by the County as the scope of the work
now needed is of a greater magnitude than a group of well intentioned volunteers can accomplish. The entire red
trail needs to be resurfaced.
I lived in Illinois until 2015 when my wife and I decided to move to the Baltimore Washington area as we have
children and grandchildren in both Arlington VA and Baltimore MD.
I was particularly attracted to Baltimore County because of its lovely parks and move here in spite of taxes being
significantly lower in Virginia. Since moving here I have watched the trails of Lake Roland Park deteriorate. In the
spring of 2016 it was announced that Jones Falls was going to be improved to allow trout to be reestablished. I
sent a letter to the Baltimore Sun, pointing out that trout don’t vote, people do, and a lot more people use the
trails than trout will ever use Jones Falls.
This letter aroused the ire of Jeffrey Budnitz who is both the treasurer of the Lake Roland Nature Council as well as
their chief enforcer. Mr. Budnitz called me and asked if I was willing to meet with him. He explained the history of
the park, who actually owned the land, the work his group had done to improve the park and the work they were
going to do that year, 2016. I pointed out that the small railroad tie bride at the north end of the red trail had
deteriorated to the point that it was dangerous. Mr. Budnitz assured me that was a priority as was the entire path
and significant work including repair of the bridge would take place in 2016.
Needless to say, aside from clearing the trails of trees that have periodically blocked the trails, no work was done
in 2016 and minimal work has been done to improve the trails until this last month, when the two small bridges at
the north end of the Red Trail have been replaced. This is much more than the year since Mr. Budnitz told me that
work was to be done to repair the trails.
The biggest issue that I see today is the amount of mud on the trails. I am enclosing a number of photos taken
August 11, 2017, several days after a rain. When I first arrived in Baltimore, it seemed to me that the trails drained
better than they do today and now the mud remains constant. If you look closely at photo 090927, you will see the
“Rube Goldberg” bridge, the only work done until the two bridges previously mentioned were replaced. This
bridge is a very poor excuse at fixing a problem. It does not address the issue of grading the trail to improve
drainage so that there will be no mud! I would appreciate your comments and ask you if you think this is an
acceptable condition and further what your plans or the County’s plans are to rectify a deplorable situation? Each
of these photos is of a different place on the red trail.
Should you wish, I would be happy to walk the red trail with you.
Sincerely,
-Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead Lane
Baltimore, M.D. 21209
tel 443.808-0405 cell 630.440.2101

Peter W. Broido, M .D., Eileen H Broido
6710 Newstead La
Baltimore, MD 211209
January 8, 2018
RRLRAIA
P. 0. Box 204
Riderwood, MD 21139
Gentlemen:
Your initial handling of the Hollins/ Weinberg property was less than stellar. It was so bad that I have
serious doubts about your ability. It is with considerable reservation that I am enclosing my dues for this
year in the hopes that you understand the necessity to preserve park land and understand that no
project should go forward until the underlying infrastructure, sewer and water issues have been
remedied.

Jeffrey Budnitz
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Candice Wortham <cwortham@baltimorecountymd.gov>
Monday, August 27, 2018 3:12 PM
jbudnitz@comcast.net
Ms. Epstein- Lake Roland

Just so your aware...
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Esther Epstein [mailto:estherwasser@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, August 25, 2018 9:13 AM
To: Candice Wortham <cwortham@baltimorecountymd.gov>
Cc: besmith01@verizon.net; markdbehrens@aol.com; Peter and Eileen Broido <peterbroido@gmail.com>; Caroline
McClure <caroline@scoutrock.com>; chooper@wpmllc.com; bka216@gmail.com; dr.colleen.quinn@gmail.com;
watersworks@gmail.com; Jane Isaacson <Jane@rubinicreative.com>; scstupelo@gmail.com; How
<hepstein88@aol.com>; pfradkin@gmail.com; Jen And Michael Ruane <jen.ruane@icloud.com>
Subject: Re: Lake Rolandk
Dear Candice,
Thank you for your efforts. The reason for showing you these pictures was to underline the fact that there is little work
being done on the trail.
What the thrust of all this is that the gravel and rocks sitting on the shoulder of Falls for a year is an eyesore for the
community.
THE ROAD SHOULD NOT BE A DUMPING GROUND AND IT IS NOT APPPROPRIATE OR SAFE TO HAVE WEEDS, GRAVEL,
ROCKS AND NUMEROUS ORANGE TRASH CANS lining a heavily trafficked and dangerous curve of Falls Road.
It may have been convenient for someone to place it there but it should have been stored somewhere in the park. A
public road is not a storage facility.

It is not fair to subject the nearby communities to this. The decision to dump the gravel and rocks and place at least 6 or
7 orange trash cans there, then to leave the mess there for over a year is wrong and my fellow residents are upset about
this. Please address this ASAP before the rains and snow come and cause an even worse eyesore.
Esther Epstein
HOA Board Member of Rockland Ridge

Sent from my iPhone
> On Aug 24, 2018, at 1:51 PM, Candice Wortham <cwortham@baltimorecountymd.gov> wrote:
>
> Thank you for the pictures Ms. Epstein. I forwarded them to the Nature Council. Their response was that this is a
"Nature Park." They maintain the trails by removing any potential hazards but, by law, they cannot remove the downed
1

Peter W. Broido, M.D.
6710 Newstead La
Baltimore MD 21209
Feb 28, 2019

Gentlemen:
Enclosed are my dues. I regret to say that you do not represent Rockland Ridge and seem not to value
our opinions. As you are unfortunately the only game in town, l am stuck using you.
You have not represented our opinions re Blue Stem because of course it is not in your backyard. Were
it placed say where Graul Market is, the hew and cry would be deafening.
You have done nothing, zero zilch about improving the trails in Roland Park.
I would also point out that we, Rockland Ridge got the gravel and barriers removed from the north trail
head of the Red Trail at Falls Road. Those rocks, pebbles etc have languished there approaching three
years.
In s�ort I am incredibly di?P.POil}_ted _!r::iJ1Q_� you represent us.
Sincerely,

Peter W. Broido, MD
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Johns Hopkins wise to
move forward with police
hiring
Kudos to Johns Hopkins University for
restarting its effort to professionalize its
police force by hiring Branville Bard Jr. as
vice president for public safety (“Hopkins
police force: Let’s have an honest conversation,” July 28).
The city’s few but vocal anti-police
activists will surely renew their misguided
campaign against this effort, but as a resident of Charles Village and affiliate of
Johns Hopkins University, I can attest that
most of my neighbors and colleagues well
understand that our city is under-policed
and that our stratospheric violent crime
rate disproportionately harms its minority
residents.
Perhaps we Baltimoreans have simply
become numb to the problem. Our homicide rate last year was 56.5 murders per
100,000 population — fully 67 times higher
than in Cambridge, Massachusetts, (0.84
per 100,000) where Mr. Bard is police
commissioner. In a city that is understaffed
to the tune of 300-to-400 cops, the university’s effort will not only enhance the safety
of those at its hospital and on the Homewood campus, but will benefit the entire
city by enabling some of its too-limited
resources to focus efforts elsewhere.
The praise for Mr. Bard from Cambridge
elected officials also make clear that he is
the right person for this job. Baltimoreans
should welcome him with open arms and
recruit more people like him.
Stephen Walters, Baltimore

Retired life in Maryland
is actually pretty good
I fully agreed with your recent editorial,
“Maryland retirement: Is it really the worst
in the nation?” (July 23), and would add
the following regarding the weather. While
it is true that the dog days of summer and
the coldest winter days can be tough to
deal with, how great are fall and spring in
Maryland? How great is a spring baseball
game at Camden Yards or an October football game at M&T?
I grew up in New Jersey and still have
plenty of friends and family there. Maryland temperatures are most always 5
degrees or more warmer than New Jersey.
How great is that? While we do occasionally get the threat of tornadoes, derechos,
hurricanes or winter snowstorms, when
was the last time Marylanders received
evacuation orders? Pretty sure it’s not as
often as some regions in Florida do. Maryland weather is relatively stable when
compared to the West with its droughts
and wildfires or the Midwest or the Southeast with its hurricanes, tornadoes and
oppressive summer humidity.
With regard to state income taxes, as a
retiree I am grateful for the partial pension
exclusion and knowing that Gov. Larry
Hogan is doing what he can to lessen the
tax burden on retirees.
Ken Barczak, Havre de Grace

Competitive elections for
circuit court judges: a relic
of history

Attorney Stephen Awalt describes the
investiture of new District Court Judge
Susan Zellweger as “ the culmination of
an orderly civic process” (“On new judges,
civic duty and the fragility of democracy,”
July 28). He is absolutely correct in that
assessment. However, what should be
noted is that if Judge Zellweger had been
appointed to the circuit court rather than
the district court, that orderly process
description would not apply. Why? If she
were appointed to the Circuit Court she
would have to run in a competitive election
in 2022 against any lawyer in the county
who could raise enough money for the
filing fee. Because of politics, not policy,
retaining a seat as a circuit court judge
in Maryland is subject not to an orderly
process, but to all the challenges involved
in our election process.
Circuit Court judges must campaign
in the same fashion as council persons,
delegates and senators, even though we
hold as one of our highest values that our
judges are above politics. These judges
are forced to solicit campaign contribution, the bulk of which come from lawyers,
many of whom will appear before those
judges in judicial proceedings. How do you
think a client feels when he or she learns
that opposing counsel made a substantial
contribution to the judge’s election but his
or her counsel chose not to do so?
We have four levels of judges in Maryland: district court, circuit court, the
Maryland Court of Special Appeals and
the Court of Appeals of Maryland. With
respect to three of the four levels, citizens
have a say regarding the continuance of
service of the judges by voting in non-competitive elections, that is, elections in
which the judges run on their record not
against competing lawyers. Only at the
Circuit Court level are judges required to
run against competitors. That process is a
relic of history and the time to change that
process is long overdue.
If we are to achieve what Mr. Awalt’s
commentary suggests — protect judiciary
to protect democracy — we should end
the competitive election of Circuit Court
judges.
Kurt L. Schmoke, Baltimore
The writer is president of the University of
Baltimore.
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County must fix Lake Roland’s
muddy, hazardous Red Trail
I moved to Baltimore six years ago and discovered Lake
Roland. As a jogger, I found the old railroad ties a bit of a
hindrance and the trails in need of repair. An article was
published in The Sun about how Jones Falls was undergoing
a refurbishment to better allow fish to live in it. I wrote a letter
to the editor, which was published, about how fish were being
treated better than people. Subsequently I received a phone
call from the head of the Lake Roland Nature Council, who
explained the history of the park.
The park is actually owned by Baltimore City. It was
purchased at a time the city thought it might need another
reservoir, which never proved to be the case. At one time train
tracks ran through the park, and they have morphed into the
Red Trail, the main path through the Park. After the tracks
were pulled, the park became a dumping ground for bodies,
cars, tires etc. Concerned citizens banded together, petitioned
Baltimore County to lease the park and pledged to maintain it.
The Nature Council was born.
In my years here, I have watched the Red Trail deteriorate
at a time when its usage has increased. On the weekends, the
park is packed. Drive by yourself, and see cars parked from the
entrance along Falls Road all the way to the intersection of Falls
and Old Court roads. We seem to be experiencing more very
heavy rains, and the Red Trail cannot handle that. It has turned
in places to a morass of mud.
I have complained to Baltimore County Councilman Izzy
Patoka and to Baltimore County Executive John A. Olszewski Jr. at a County breakfast several months ago and have
also reached out to the Nature Council. In addition to the mud,
there is a deep dangerous hole which needs attention.
The condition of this path, in my opinion, requires more than

After heavy rain, Lake Roland’s Red Trail becomes a mud pit. PETER
W BROIDO/COURTESY

a group of volunteers patching it up. I believe it requires an
engineer to study the drainage, recommend a solution and then
the county to follow through, take ownership of the problem,
make the necessary repairs and continue to maintain the park
and its trails.
Peter W Broido, Baltimore County

Public urination: a Baltimore
public health problem
Readers take on the touchy topic of people relieving themselves in the streets

The public health threat is to
bystanders, not perpetrators

I had no choice, but to respond to Katharine W. Rylaarsdam’s
letter, “Arresting people for public urination solves nothing”
(July 28). To equate public urination with breathing is the most
ludicrous thing I’ve ever heard. Talk about a stretch. In a civilized society, people do not urinate in public. Period. There is
no excuse for it, and anyone who does this is no better than an
animal. Even animals keep their dens and nests clean.
It has nothing to do with being rich or poor. It has to do with
respecting oneself and one’s neighbors and fellow citizens.
And yes, it is a public health problem, but not for the reasons
Ms. Rylaarsdam implies. It’s a public health problem because
people walk on sidewalks that are stained and smelly from
grown people urinating on them, and then track that filth into
their homes and to their families. I dare say Ms. Rylaarsdam
would be horrified to come out of her house every morning
to find that someone had urinated on her front steps. Yet, this
is what many Baltimore business owners have to deal with
every single day. Bar patrons — who are beyond intoxicated —
urinate, and in some cases even defecate, in the doorways and
on the sidewalks in front of many of these businesses. No one
should have to clean up after another human being in this way
in the year 2021.
This isn’t the early 20th century. There are no longer public
restrooms and baths available in our cities. I grew up in Baltimore, and yes, there used to be large public restroom facilities available. But like most other things in the city, they were
ruined, and used for any number of purposes other than those
for which they were intended. So they were removed. And
I shudder to think what would happen if Spot-a-Pots were
placed in the city. They would be tipped over within 15 minutes
of being installed. If people need to use a restroom, there are
fast food restaurants, bars and other places that have restrooms
that could be used in an emergency. Don’t make excuses for
this behavior. It cannot be justified under any circumstance.
If this becomes acceptable behavior, then we are in a world of
trouble and we will have sunk even lower than I ever thought
possible.
Theresa Toni; Street

This is a problem caused solely by men

In a recent letter to the editor, the writer stated that “physiological processes are going to occur. If people do not have
access to toilets, they will do what they have to do because they
have no alternative. This is not a criminal problem, but a public
health problem.” (“Arresting people for public urination solves
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nothing,” July 28).
This is a public health problem caused solely by men. You
never see women urinating in public (barring late-night social
activities, perhaps). Women always find a place to urinate
that is out of the public eye and indoors. Just because men can
easily do it is absolutely no justification for public urination. It
is disgusting, unhealthy, arrogant and, yes, criminal.
N.L. Bruggman, Jarrettsville

Pay businesses to make their restrooms
available
Dan Rodricks’ article on State’s Attorney Mosby and the
likely knock-on effects we’re seeing in Fells Point got me thinking about progressive policies (“Marilyn Mosby’s experiment
in ‘progressive prosecution’ calls for patience, something in
short supply in crime-and-grime-weary Baltimore,” June 11).
While I agree that progressives have been pushing for decriminalization of victimless crimes (such as public urination, open
containers, drug use and prostitution), that isn’t the whole
solution to any of those problems.
Merely decriminalizing (or not enforcing, or not having a
law) seems more like libertarianism to me — with less government regulation or interference altogether. Progressive
solutions often go a step further, by implementing a better
alternative to the old, usually more punitive, laws. For example:
the new law in Oregon that decriminalizes small amounts of all
drugs, but where offenders face either rehab or a small fine.
I, personally, would be OK with fines for public urination,
but only if people have access to restrooms. So then the question becomes: How do we make sure that everyone has access
to restrooms, within the constraints of Baltimore’s budget? I
doubt we can afford nice, permanent public toilets like in Paris.
More Porta Potties sounds cheap and easy (though I don’t
know how much is required for setup and maintenance), but I
imagine some people would consider them eyesores in tourist
areas. My favorite solution is to offer businesses some amount
of money to allow people to use their restrooms and have a
sticker on their window that announces this to the public, as
some German cities have done. I’m open to other creative solutions too.
I don’t put any blame on Mosby for any of this. Not enforcing
bad laws is a step in the right direction, but she doesn’t have the
authority to change the law altogether. The legislature needs
to step up and finish the job by implementing good laws that
promote better, more responsible behavior
Stephen Lauer, Baltimore
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Lake Roland Park trail
continues to be neglected
Following a budget release by Baltimore County in which $45 million was to
be spent on parks and recreation, I queried
county officials to find out how much was
to go to the restoration of the Red Trail in
Lake Roland Park. This beau-tiful trail has
significantly deteriorated under the
management of the Lake Roland Nature
Council which is an ad hoc group of
amateurs. To be fair to them, they have put
in place a small bridge, replaced a large
culvert and removed trees that have fallen
and blocked the trail. If could grade them, I
would give them a C+ as they have failed to
maintain the integrity of the trail and not
remedied large sections of mud nor
corrected erosion which is becoming
dangerous.
My inquiry elicited an unsigned email
which stated that the council had been
unable to work on the trail. “For servicing,”
the email stated, “the trail is accessed from
the Falls Road parking area. On weekends
when the trail volunteers typically work,
visitors often park in front of and block the
access gate for servicing the trail. As such,
trail work on the Red Trail by the Lake
Roland Nature Council has been put on
hold pending the State addressing this
issue. The State is working on addressing
and controlling parking at the Falls Road
entrance.”
This is simply a misstatement, as the
council, prior to COVID, had placed bollards
in front of this entrance and dumped a pile of
pebbles. These were present for approximately two years, long enough for weeds to
grow in the pebble patch.
More than a year ago, I sent a letter
to The Baltimore Sun that described a
dangerous hole that had developed (“Lake
Roland hazard: muddy trails. Baltimore
County must act,” July 30, 2021). The next
day, in response to my letter, two cones
were placed in front and behind the hole
and the hole, it remains unrepaired.
Further degradation due to extremely
heavy rains has eroded the culvert, initially
completely covered by trail and now more
than 50% uncovered.
Baltimore County needs to get involved.
The trail is both dangerous and poorly
maintained. It needs a professional engineering study and then a resurfacing in
places as well as improved drainage so that
mud pockets are eliminated.
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— Peter W. Broido, Baltimore

A lot of Trump voters
were ‘bamboozled’
Columnist Bret Stephens wants to have
his cake and eat it too (“Bret Stephens:
Biden’s speech delivered with malice
toward quite a few,” Sept. 12).
On the one hand, he criticizes President
Joe Biden for conflating MAGA Republicans, whom he deplores, with ordinary
Americans who may be misguided but
are sincere in their doubts about the last
presidential election. On the other, he
acknowledges that many of those ordinary
Americans, despite their sincerity, have
been “bamboozled” into harboring their
misguided beliefs.
Sadly, millions of ordinary Americans
were bamboozled into electing Donald
Trump president in 2016, and the nation
has been in turmoil ever since.
Stephens was eloquent in elaborating
Trump’s abject failings as both president
and ex-president, but he failed to acknowledge that Biden’s critique was directed at
the many non-Make America Great Again
Republicans who have been bamboozled
and whose votes could well return Trump
to the Oval Office.
— Howard Bluth, Baltimore
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READERS RESPOND

Park volunteers need
help, not criticism

Why does letter writer Peter W.
Broido have to grade the volunteers
working on Lake Roland Park (“Lake
Roland Park trail continues to be
neglected,” Sept. 16)? It’s sufficient to
say that these people, giving of their
own time, do what they can with the
resources they have. Why doesn’t he
come out and join in?

MARYLAND
VOICES

— G.R. Hersperger, Baltimore

y’s Atlantic sturgeon
the governors
of Florida and Texas

Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis of
Florida and Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas
should be charged with human trafficking (“Two busloads of migrants dropped
off near Vice President Kamala Harris’
residence,” Sept. 15).
— N.L. Bruggman, Jarrettsville

Long Reach Village
Center needs an upgrade
I had lived in the Long Reach community for 24 years before I moved to Hickory Ridge, and I have recently moved
back to Long Reach. I love this community having been on the village board
during the later development phases.
Everybody is so welcoming and nice, but
one of the biggest disappointments I see
is how little has been done to revitalize
the Long Reach Village Center, once a
viable village center.
Howard County Executive Calvin
Ball has represented our community for
almost 16 years, including his time on
the County Council, and yet the Long
Reach Village Center has fallen into
disrepair. I don’t feel safe visiting the
area and there is barely anything there
to visit. Not only that, but currently the
county is losing $800,000 a year simply
maintaining it, which could be better
spent on our schools and other infrastructure.
It is time to consider revamping this
area to attract more visitors and restore
it to a profitable and viable welcoming center. We need better. We deserve
better.
Allan Kittleman, the former county
executive and current Republican
nominee for the post, has proven that
he can take the steps necessary working with the community to truly deliver
the vibrant, community hub that Long
Reach has so long deserved. He has
done it before, and he can do it again
(“Allan H. Kittleman: Creating a ‘vibrant
community’ for Long Reach Village
Center,” May 11, 2017). In fact, he has
already committed to do it in his Day
One Plan as one of the first things he will
work to address. We need stronger leadership willing to take action to make our
community better. We deserve more.
While I may not agree with Allan on
everything, he is the best chance we
have at saving Long Reach. That’s why
I’ll be supporting him to lead Howard
County, and I hope you will, too.

Most Marylanders probably
aren’t aware of the Chesapeake
Bay’s Atlantic sturgeon. They are
a subset of an ancient species with
roots hundreds of millions of year
ago in the Early Jurassic period.
With smooth skin and bony plates,
sturgeon look a bit like sharks and
live in the ocean, growing up to 16
feet long, but spawn in fresh water
each spring. They have long been
prized by fishermen for their eggs
(beluga caviar comes from a variety
of sturgeon found in Europe) and
smoked sturgeon is a delicacy also
prized by gourmets. In the late 19th
century, Chesapeake Bay watermen
harvested hundreds of thousands
of pounds of sturgeon annually, but
overfishing, pollution and dams
that cut off their spawning runs left
the population in a dire state. For
the past decade, the Atlantic sturgeon has been officially declared an
University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science student Nicholas Coleman, left, and
endangered species, and it is illegal
to catch or possess one in Maryland. Department of Natural Resources scientist Matt Baldwin release a tagged Atlantic sturgeon
into the Marshyhope Creek in 2021. MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
State biologists have for decades
now been rearing dozens of Atlantic
sturgeon in captivity in hopes of producing offspring that can
land in total or more than 1 million square feet or the equivahelp restore the Chesapeake’s dwindling wild stock.
lent of 23 football fields placed side by side.
Yet a new threat to their recovery has recently emerged.
While the average Marylander probably enjoys a salmon filet
A Norwegian company, AquaCon, has plans to build a $300
as much as the next person, and providing jobs to a part of the
million indoor aquaculture facility to raise salmon in the
Eastern Shore that is far from the more prosperous waterfront
small Eastern Shore town of Federalsburg in southern Carocommunities like Oxford or St. Michaels is appealing as well,
line County. The goal is to produce 15,000 tons of salmon each
this is absolutely the wrong place to make this investment. So
year, the equivalent of nearly 5 pounds for every man, woman
we join with the biologists and others who fear that state offior child living in Maryland. The community of roughly 2,600
cials have not fully considered the adverse damage this facility
people could surely use the investment given that more than
might do to a unique but vulnerable tributary. Those who bear
one-quarter of its residents live in poverty. But here’s the catch: responsibility for cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay ought to
The facility would recirculate water from nearby Marshyhope
pledge something similar to the Hippocratic oath: First, do no
Creek meaning that it would discharge back into the creek
harm. Theoretically, it’s better to build a fish farm than somewastewater that, in both temperature and chemistry, might
thing that might pollute worse but that’s still not good enough.
be significantly different from what was taken out. And what
Just because sturgeon aren’t harvested today (and thus don’t
species might be harmed by this? None other than the Atlanhave vocal advocates like watermen or recreational fishermen
tic sturgeon that still spawn in this tributary of the Nanticoke
pleading the case for them) doesn’t mean they deserve to be
River.
made extinct.
Company officials insist they will be good stewards and
Fortunately, there is time to correct course. The public
not adversely impact the Marshyhope but the risk seems too
has a chance to comment on the facility’s wastewater permit
great. Opponents including Nick Carter, a retired Maryland
through Oct. 17, and we would urge others who have concerns
Department of Natural Resources fisheries biologist, have
about the environmental impact to submit written objections.
pleaded with the Maryland Department of the Environment
Observers say it’s unlikely that the discharge permit would be
to withdraw a recently-approved tentative discharge permit.
withdrawn altogether. We say never underestimate the power
They believe MDE’s analysis has not been sufficient and fails to of average Marylanders who are standing up for the nation’s
consider the sensitive nature of the spawning waters. The critlargest estuary and state’s most precious natural resources. At
ics note, for example, that similar facilities in Maine discharge
the very least, Maryland ought to set standards on the permit
into much larger bodies of water that can handle the intrusion
that absolutely protect the endangered species. The Chesmuch better. Marshyhope is relatively tiny compared and the
apeake Bay’s Atlantic sturgeon should not be denied future
scale of the facility is massive — expected to cover 25 acres of
generations.
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— David Zeitzer, Columbia

Bike lanes don’t cause
cars to crash
A self-described “automotive journalist” recently wrote a letter expressing
his opinion that bike lanes and speed
cameras caused a rise in traffic fatalities
(“Blame bike lanes and speed cameras
for recent rise in traffic fatalities,” Sept.
16). I couldn’t find any logical connection supporting either of these propositions. I couldn’t find any reference to
any journalistic or automotive expertise
either. I do ride the bike lanes in Baltimore several times a week and commute
on the Jones Falls Expressway where
there are speed cameras. I haven’t even
seen an accident caused by a bike lane
much less a fatality. And to my untrained
eye, the speed cameras on the JFX have
exceeded expectations in restraining
wanton and reckless speeding drivers.
A comparison to Interstate 695 where
there are no speed cameras has made
this clear where you are taking your life
in your hands. A friend of mine has panic
attacks while driving on the Baltimore
Beltway when these reckless morons
turn up in her rear view mirror. Our
automotive journalist may not realize
any of this far from the madding crowd
in Fallston where I doubt there are few,
if any, bike lanes.
In my humble opinion, the pandemic
resulted in nil enforcement of speed
violations. Once this became common
knowledge, maniacs took advantage of
this driving as fast as they could. The
pandemic also resulted in much less
road congestion, which freed up ample
lane space to perform these terrifying
automotive gyrations with impunity.
A wise clergyman told me in my
youth that any political theory could
be reduced to the question of whether
the nature of mankind is evil or good.
Our automotive journalist clearly opts
for the latter, thinking the illusion of
untrammeled “freedom” — in the form
of single car ownership with gargantuan
demands for lane space and interminable highway construction — is the chief
end of man.
— Paul R. Schlitz Jr., Baltimore
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The photo shows the improved condition of the Red Trail after
the Lake Roland Nature Council placed 850,000 pounds of
restorative trail materials on the trail until maintenance access
was interrupted.

