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By Cassidy Jensen

A dead rat carcass that 
languished untouched for 
two years, an electrical 
panel room full of cardboard 
and visible rodent droppings 
were just a few of the prob-
lems the Baltimore City 
inspector general found at 
a city-run sexual health 
clinic, according to a report 
released Tuesday.

The Baltimore Office 
of the Inspector General 
previously made a site visit 
in December 2020 to the 
Druid Heights clinic, which 
provides testing and treat-
ment for sexually transmit-
ted infections.

During the previous visit, 
inspectors found rodents in 
the basement, water leaks, a 

dumpster outside overflow-
ing with trash, and problems 
with the building’s HVAC 
system that interfered with 
temperature-sensitive 
medical tests for HIV and 
hepatitis C, according to the 
September 2021 report.

The Baltimore City 
watchdog also raised 
concerns about the clin-
ic’s compliance with Occu-
pational Health and Safety 
Administration regula-
tions and memorandums 
of understanding with city 
employees’ labor unions.

An anonymous complaint 
from May alleged that 
those conditions hadn’t 
been fixed. In a report 
Tuesday, Baltimore City 
Inspector General Isabel 
Mercedes Cumming wrote 

that despite some improve-
ments, sanitary, security and 
general maintenance prob-
lems persisted at the clinic 
this summer.

One of the most glaring 
issues during a July site 
visit was the dead rat spot-
ted in a staff break room that 
doubles as a supply closet.

“The OIG found a rodent 
in the basement that appears 
to be the same deceased 
rodent observed in the same 
spot during the December 
2020 visit,” the report said.

Inspectors observed 
rodent droppings in one 
hallway and dead insects 
throughout the health facil-
ity.

B a l t i m o r e  He a l t h 
Commissioner  Leti-
tia Dzirasa said in a Sept. 

13 response letter that 
the health department’s 
contracted janitorial vendor 
had refused to remove dead 
rodents.

“The scope of services for 
the janitorial contract has 
been revised to help resolve 
this issue,” Dzirasa wrote. 
“We are waiting for this new 
contract to begin.”

In her response to last 
year’s report, Dzirasa 
also mentioned the jani-
torial company’s refusal 
to remove the dead rats. 
The health department 
contracted a separate pest 
control company to set up 
and remove traps.

“Regrettably, due to 
delays in payments to the 
contracted pest control 
vendor, lapses in pest 

control services at the site 
continue,” Dzirasa said in 
her 2021 statement.

The inspector gener-
al’s recent report identi-
fied unsecured doors and 
a lack of working security 
cameras as security vulner-
abilities and called an elec-
trical panel room filled with 
cardboard boxes a “poten-
tial violation of the city’s fire 
code.”

During a June visit, 
federal inspectors from 
OSHA raised concerns 
about how sharps were 
stored, a plan for exposures 
and access to needles with 
safety covers, the report said. 
OSHA opened an inspection 
into a Baltimore City Health 
Department facility July 6, 
according to the agency’s 

public database.
In her response letter, 

Dzirasa referred to a site 
visit from Maryland Occu-
pational Health and Safety, a 
division of the state Depart-
ment of Labor. She said 
steps had been taken to 
abate safety issues and said 
the health department had 
made “significant progress 
with all citations.”

Not all the news was bad. 
The clinic’s temperature 
control system was func-
tioning and a fence installed 
around the dumpster 
appeared to prevent it from 
being overfilled, the inspec-
tor general’s report said.

Baltimore Sun reporter 
Ngan Ho contributed  
to this article.

Baltimore IG finds dead rat, more at city-run sexual health clinic

Over this past summer 
I learned about some-
thing that surrounded me 
throughout my years in 
Baltimore: the Jones Falls 
Trail.

It all began when Janet 
Felsten handed me a fold-
out map one Saturday 
at the Waverly Farmers 
Market off Greenmount 
Avenue. She told me I 
needed to see it, and she 
was correct. Maps are 
fascinating documents, 
and this one piqued my 
interest. She also created 
the document.

She explained that a 
series of walkways and 
pedestrian bridges had 
been constructed that 
allows a Baltimore-cu-
rious walker/hiker to 
explore the watersheds of 
Jones Falls and Herring 
Run, which are compo-
nents of the greater Chesa-
peake Bay watershed.

The map Felsten 
produced, and got local 
philanthropic organiza-
tions (Abell, Roswell and 
Cape foundations and 
Rails-to-Trails Conser-
vancy) to financially 
underwrite, is a welcome 
and helpful guide to 
exploring Baltimore.

I do not pretend to have 
traversed all the paths 
listed here. If nothing 
else, this combined map/
guide is worth a good read. 
It’s a marvelous guide to 
wandering all the lesser 
known parts of Druid Hill 
Park and other destina-
tions.

“This 12-mile walking/
running/biking trail joins 
on-street bike routes ... 
[and] gives access to varied 
neighborhoods with 
homegrown assets. Think 
of the trail as the spine 
from which to discover 
recreation, culture, 
commerce and commu-
nity features,” the guide 
suggests.

The map boils down 
Baltimore history 
concisely: “The Jones Falls 
helped power Baltimore’s 
industrial revolution. ... 
By the 1800s, the falls 
was home to 12 merchant 
mills. By the late 1820s, 
Baltimore had become the 
largest flour market in the 
world.”

If you wander through 
the Jones Falls Valley in 
Baltimore, say under the 
Cedar Avenue Bridge, you 
might spot a few remnants 
of these old mills that 

helped put bread on the 
table for so many people.

More evident are the 
later mills, the textile mills 
that wove the cotton for 
the canvas sails used on 
ships and so many other 
industrial uses.

I wonder how much 
military-grade canvas 
made along the Jones 
Falls during World War 
II made it across the 
Atlantic Ocean and the 
Allied D-Day landing on 
the coast of Normandy in 
1944?

So what are some of 
the recommendations? 
Don’t look for any national 
grocery chains to be listed 
on this map. It’s all about 
places like Motzi Bread at 
Guilford and 28th (a bit off 
the leafy trails, but not so 
far) and the Open Works 
maker space at Green-
mount and Oliver.

This map tells the 
reader where to find the 
Enoch Pratt Free Librar-
ies from downtown to 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
and Roland Park. As you 
might expect, there are 
four bicycle shops listed. 
The map details that while 
the Jones Falls is lush, 
luxuriantly overgrown 
and downright bucolic for 
much of its run, not all of it 
is a romantic stream wind-
ing through a busy city.

“Beginning in 1915, the 
stream was buried [under] 
a 29-foot wide concrete 
tunnel so that the Fallsway 
Boulevard could be built 
on top,” the map states. “In 
1956, Baltimore captured 
federal highway funds 
to build I-83, the tunnel 
was extended to Charles 
Street [and] sections of 
I-83 were elevated above 
stream, hiding it from 
easy view and from public 
consciousness.”

Indeed, the elevated 
highway subjugated the 
Jones Falls to the status of 
a semi-hidden stream.

Over the past decades, 
walkers, runners and 
cyclists have become aware 
of the Jones Falls presence, 
even if so much of it down-
town is now encased in 
concrete and masonry.

I’ve been told that 
intrepid kayakers have 
dared to sail down the 
tunneled portions of the 
Falls all the way from 
Pennsylvania Station to 
the Inner Harbor. This 
would be a trip along a 
dark cavity straight out of 
the final scenes of the film 
“Phantom of the Opera” 
or the sewers of Vienna in 
“The Third Man.”

It’s also likely to be ille-
gal and dangerous. But 
something makes me want 
to try it. Maybe.

COMMENTARY

Map guides way on 
the Jones Falls Trail

Jacques KellyJacques Kelly

A boardwalk extension of the Jones Falls Trail. JERRY 
JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN
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Michael Trimble, from left, Lowe’s asset protection and safety manager, Chalonda Arrington, Americorps project 
coordinator and Crystal Burnett, Lowe’s regional administrator, paint the living room in Phoenix Harlee’s home in 
Poppleton on Friday. The nonprofit Rebuilding Together Baltimore and Lowe’s are making repairs for Harlee, who has 
owned the home for 23 years and uses a power wheelchair. Repairs to her home include an elevator repair, ramp and 
roof repairs, painting and many other improvements. The work is free to her through Nonprofit Rebuilding Together 
Baltimore, Lowe’s, Southwest Partnership, City of Baltimore and the Housing Authority of Baltimore City. Harlee  
says “I didn’t have a sanctuary space. This whole thing is helping to make it a home.” 

By Cassidy Jensen

A South Baltimore rapper 
known as LonnieDaGoat 
was shot to death this week, 
his family said.

B a l t i m o r e  Po l i c e 
responded Tuesday to 
the 2800 block of Book-
ert Drive in Cherry Hill, 
where medics already had 
pronounced a man with a 
gunshot wound dead.

His parents, Delon 
Bushrod Sr. and Kia 
Fenner-Bushrod, said the 
shooting victim was their 
24-year-old son, Delon 
Bushrod Jr., who went by 
LonnieDaGoat in his music 
career.

Police confirmed Bush-
rod’s identity Friday morn-
ing.

Bushrod’s mother, Kia 
Fenner-Bushrod, said she 
was worried when her son, 
who called her nightly, 
stopped answering his 
phone. A Facebook post 
about a dead body in Cherry 
Hill brought her to the 
scene, where she showed 
a detective a picture of 
her son that included his 
tattoos.

“That’s how they identi-
fied him,” she said.

Fa m i l y  m e m b e r s 
described Bushrod as goofy 
but ambitious, blessed with 
a big smile and powerful 
charisma.

“His talent? It was out of 
this world,” Fenner-Bush-
rod said.

The Da Goat YouTube 
channel has more than a 
million views and nearly 
4,000 subscribers. His 
songs, including one of his 
mother’s favorites, “YIP,” 
reference Cherry Hill.

After spending most of 
their lives in Cherry Hill, 
Bushrod and his girlfriend 
recently moved to Anne 
Arundel County, his mother 
said.

“It’s just been a void in my 
heart right now,” his mother 
said. “I just want people 
to remember my son as a 
talented young man whose 
life was cut short over 
somebody’s stupidity.”

Bushrod played football 
for the Cherry Hill Eagles 

and was later a quarter-
back and a wide receiver on 
Edmondson-Westside High 
School’s team, his mother 
said.

Bushrod’s family last 
saw him when they gath-
ered at his parents’ house 
Sunday night to watch the 
Ravens game and eat a feast 
prepared by Fenner-Bush-
rod that included ham, 
baked macaroni and cheese, 
sweet potatoes with marsh-
mallows, sauerkraut and pig 
tails.

Deairra Bushrod, 22, 
described her brother as 
deeply original and humble.

“My brother was just 
destined for greatness. He 
loved writing music,” she 

said.
During Sunday’s foot-

ball game, he joked that he 
could have helped Ravens 
quarterback Lamar Jackson 
on the field, she said.

When the two siblings 
said goodbye Sunday, they 
both said, “I love you,” and 
hugged, not knowing it 
would be the last time they 
saw each other.

“I’ve never been heart-
broken, but I feel like this 
is a heartbreak,” his sister 
said. “I really can’t fathom 
this.”

His family said they hope 
whoever is responsible 
for Bushrod’s death faces 
consequences.

“They will reap what they 
sow. God does not like ugly. 
God sees everything and 
karma is real,” his mother 
said.

She said people in posi-
tions of power in Balti-
more should exercise their 
authority to curb violence 
or get out of the way for 
those who will.

“Nowadays, there’s a kill-
ing in Baltimore City every 
time you turn around. It’s 
becoming a new norm and 
it shouldn’t be like that,” she 
said.

 “This is just ridiculous 
for us to be a little city like 
this and all these murders.”

A candlelight vigil will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Saturday 
in the 2800 block of Book-
ert Drive in Cherry Hill. In 
a Facebook post, his mother 
told mourners to bring 
black and gold balloons 
and candles to honor “Lil 
Delon.”

Rapper’s talent ‘was out of this world’ 
LonnieDaGoat, 24, 
slain in Cherry Hill

Delon Bushrod Jr. was raised in the South Baltimore 
neighborhood of Cherry Hill and rapped under the name 
LonnieDaGoat. He was shot and killed Tuesday. COURTESY
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