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COVID-19 Updates & Recommendations
Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and
restroom use. Baltimore County is no longer mandating that masks
be worn in government buildings. However, all visitors are
encouraged to wear a mask and practice social distancing. We are
still accepting pavilion rental requests for 2022. The Dog Park and
Playground are open. Lake Roland will continue to host programs
throughout fall. Space is limited, and pre-registration is required. For
more information, please visit our website at www.lakeroland.org

1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD 21210

Upcoming

Programs

SATURDAY'S YOGA
Lake Roland's Rodents
Join us for all levels of Yoga. Relax both
your body and mind with meditation and
stretching. Please bring a mat if you have
one. Mats will be provided on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Every 1st and 4th Saturday
8:30 am - 9:30 am
$2 per person

Pawpaw: The
Wild Banana
Join us to learn about the largest fruit native
to north America! The pawpaw tree is a
member of the custard apple family and
produces fruit enjoyed by humans,
opossums, and everything in between.
Sunday, September 11th
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Ages 5 and up
$2 per person

Did you know that there are over 1,500 species
of rodent worldwide!? From the littlest field
mouse, to the biggest beaver, rodents can
come in all shapes and sizes. Join us on a hike
as we learn about a few of the rodents that call
Lake Roland home.
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Sunday, September 4th
2:00 pm—3:30 pm
All Ages
$FREE$

School's Out Day!

Explore Lake Roland with a naturalist and
experience all that our park has to offer. Enjoy
games, crafts, and plenty of time outside. Dress
for the weather and bring a snack, lunch, and a
refillable bottle for water.
Monday, September 5th
Friday, October 21st
Tuesday, November 8th
9:00 am—3:00 pm
Ages 6-12
$40 per child, per day ($35 for members)

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.

Taxidermy
Lexi Roloson
Everyone loves coming into the Nature
Center to see and learn about our wide
variety of animals. It would be rather
unreasonable to keep a live representative
of all the animals you might see at Lake
Roland, but there's a way around that;
Taxidermy. Taxidermy is a way of
preparing, stuffing, and mounting an
animal for display or study. One of our
most common visitor questions about the
animals on display is “Are they real?” and
the answer is “Yes.” Taxidermy involves
taking the skin from a deceased animal
and placing it either in a sculpted model or
a stuffed model. Chemicals such as

This beaver died of natural causes in the park. By having it taxidermized, we are
able to show guests what this normally secretive creature looks like up close!

formaldehyde are used to preserve the skin, so that the animal looks as though it is alive!
Taxidermy has been around for thousands of years and is considered by many to be both a form of art and
a form of scientific study. The earliest form of taxidermy took place in ancient Egypt, where it was used to
preserve beloved pets or animals instead of putting them on display. They were preserved so that they
could be buried alongside the Pharoah or other nobility. One Pharoah even requested that he should be
buried alongside a Hippopotamus!

Not all taxidermy is accurate. We appreciate having this
taxidermied red fox, but rarely would you find one in such an
aggressive pose. They're skittish little guys, and are far more
likely to run away and hide than stand and fight.

Taxidermy started becoming an educational tool
during the Scientific Revolution in the 1400s. After a
sudden increase of interest in taxidermy within the
general population, museums started creating displays
showing a variety of different animals for people to see
up close. The first large-scale animal mounted and
displayed was a rhinoceros, featured at the Royal
Museum in Florence, Italy, as well as a crocodile taken
from Egypt at the St. Gall Museum.
Modern taxidermy offers a variety of different benefits.
Taxidermy has been used in order to advance different
techniques used to identify viruses in animals.
Taxidermy has also been used to develop a variety of
vaccines. Taxidermy has been a useful tool for art,
education, and scientific research for generations, and
the benefits can be viewed right here in Lake Roland’s
Nature Center!

Now That's
a Big Tree!
By Marta Mills
As the tallest, longest-living plant on earth, trees
have captured our imaginations for millennia. They
are the subject of literature, art, and popular
culture. These days, we often look to trees to save
our planet from the climate crisis, cool our cities,
and provide a place to relieve our modern
stresses. Regionally, trees are also among the
most efficient ways to remove pollutants from the
air and nitrogen and phosphorus pollution from
the ground before they enter the Chesapeake Bay.

One of our larger magnolia trees located by Pavilion #1,
atop the peninsula.

One program that advocates for the protection of trees is Maryland’s Big Tree Program, which
originated in 1925, went national in 1940, and is run by American Forests. Each state collects data,
measures trees, and biannually lists data about certain trees to American Forests as potential National
Champions. To be listed in the program, the tree must be at least 70% the size of the current state
champion of its species.
About 90% of the program’s registered trees are backyard trees rather than forest-grown trees. Trees
grown in back yards tend to have less competition and receive more nutrients and water from the
owners. Each big tree steward receives a certificate, a thank you letter, and a list of the big trees of that
species registered in Maryland. Also, the program provides a reference for scientific studies through its
database of each tree’s location and species. The data shows us changes to species distribution. For
example, 30 years ago Southern magnolias and crape myrtles were rare in northern Maryland while
today they are common.
At Lake Roland, we are fortunate to have hundreds of acres of wooded parkland, which includes many
large trees of various species. Some of those trees are large enough they meet the criteria of the
Maryland Big Tree Program standards to be considered Champion Trees.
In October, join Joli McCathran, Vice-Chair; Linda Barker,
Baltimore County Big Tree Coordinator; and Marc Lipnick,
Baltimore County Tree Measurer, from the Maryland Big
Tree Program who will lead this program and explain what it
takes to qualify as a Big Tree Champion (Mdbigtrees.org).
We will also go on a short walk to visit five of the Champions
and will give participants a chance to use equipment which
answers the question: How big is that tree?

"Now That's a Big Tree!" program
will be on Sunday, October 9th,
from 10am-12pm
Ages 14+ FREE

LOST AND FOUND
TIMEis ticking

away!

If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other miscellaneous
items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A good samaritan may have
turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make note of what was lost and contact
you if it's found!

Support Our Wishlist
Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist
and donating an item.
ANYTHING HELPS!
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by
clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon
that will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland
Nature Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to
you.
AmazonSmile Account

Amazon Wish List

