2
0 June
2 July
2

LakeROLAND

NEWSLETTER

Featured
Articles

COVID-19 Updates & Recommendations
Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and restroom
use. Baltimore County is no longer mandating that masks be worn in
government buildings. However, all visitors are encouraged to wear a mask and
practice social distancing. We are now accepting pavilion rental requests for
2022. The Dog Park and Playground are open. Lake Roland will
continue to host programs throughout summer. Space is limited, and preregistration is required. For more information, please visit our website at
www.lakeroland.org

1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD 21210

Upcoming

Programs
Tulip Poplar Bark
Baskets

SATURDAY'S YOGA
Join us for all levels of Yoga. Relaxing both
your body and mind with meditation and
stretching. Please bring a mat if you have
one. Mats will be provided on a 1st come,
1st served basis.
Every 1st and 4th Saturday
starting June 25th - August 27th
8:30 am - 9:30 am
$2 per person

Pinch Pottery
Clay has been used for millennia to make
pottery, jewelry, and all manner of objects. Learn
basic techniques to turn local wild clay into
works of art. All materials will be provided.
Saturday, July 30th
6:00pm—7:00pm
All Ages
$5 per person ($3 members)

The new moon of June is when the “sap is
running,” for the Tulip trees. Come learn the rich
history and art of making handy bark baskets in
this hour long workshop. All materials will be
provided.
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Sunday, July 24th
11:00am—12:00pm
Ages 12 and up
$5 per persons ($3 members)

Mud Day

Explore the world of mud! We’ll have
plenty of mud activities, including the muddy
obstacle course (wear water shoes or Crocs).
Clean off by running through our sprinklers or
get hosed off by the Rangers. Wear clothes that
can get wet and muddy. Bring towels and spare
clothes to change. Times will be assigned by the
half hour.
Sunday, August 7th
2:00pm - 4:00pm
All Ages
$5 per person ($3 members)

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.

Save Our Crabs
By Lena Sawyers
When most people think of iconic Maryland cuisine they think of our favorite crustacean: blue crabs.
Our Chesapeake Bay is home to millions of these blue crabs. You may think this is a lot, but it in fact is not.
In 1990, ‘91, and ’93, we were seeing populations in the 800 million and over. According to a survey done in
2022, we are seeing numbers closer to the 200 million range. The majority of surveys completed over the
past two decades show that the total number of crabs in the Bay has dropped below long-term average
numbers. Maryland and Virginia each depend on these animals for the both region’s economy and
ecosystem, so they closely monitor the crab population through an annual Winter Dredge Survey. There
are three geographic tiers of surveying in the Bay, with 1,500 sampling sites in total. Crabs are sexed,
measured, weighed, and aged. This data is used for an estimation of sexually mature female crabs, young
crabs entering the population, and the total number of harvestable crabs in our Bay. From the 2022 Winter
Dredge Survey, there was an estimated 282 million blue crabs living in the Bay in 2021. In 2020 we
surveyed a total 405 million crabs, this was a noticeable 30% decrease.
As of updated regulations in July 2022,
for the first time ever, Maryland has set
limits on how many male crabs can be
harvested daily. Our state has been
managing females for decades to help
increase or stabilize population numbers.
All restrictions effect both commercial and
recreation boats. Starting July 1st,
recreational licensed boats are now
limited to one bushel of male crabs per
day (a bushel usually contains about 5.5
dozen large crabs, or between 6-7 dozen
medium or small crabs).Commercial
however, are limited to 15 bushels of male
crabs a day through August and September, and the harvest season now ends Nov. 30th. Since 2008,
recreational fishermen are not allowed to harvest or sell female blue crabs. Only commercial fishermen are
allowed to and this is within a limit. Virginia Marine Resources Commission has also announced that it will
be imposing restrictions on daily harvests and would be shortening crab harvest seasons.
How can you help protect blue crabs? Find resources to help protect underwater grasses; these aid in
protecting young and molting crabs from predators. If you are a boater, or no someone who boats, follow
posted speed limits and no wake laws, and steer clear of these grasses that are found growing in shallow
waters. Also, consider eating less crabs or purchasing your own bushels to eat at home, rather than “all you
can eat” style enjoyment. Let’s all help Maryland stay crabby!

LOST AND FOUND
TIME
is ticking

away!

If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other miscellaneous
items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A good samaritan may have
turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make note of what was lost and contact
you if it's found!

Support Our Wishlist
Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist
and donating an item.
ANYTHING HELPS!
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by
clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon
that will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland
Nature Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to
you.
AmazonSmile Account

Amazon Wish List

