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MARYLAND
Defense concedes
‘Wheelie Queen’ lied
to cops as trial begins
By Alex Mann
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3 hurt in triple shooting

Baltimore Police navigate broken glass after three men were taken to the hospital for gunshot injuries following a shooting Wednesday morning at the Parkside Shopping Center in Frankford. Police found two 21-year-old men and a 36-yearold man suffering from apparent gunshot wounds, they said. They were taken to the hospital by ambulance. Investigators
believe an unidentified shooter pulled up in a minivan and shot the three victims before fleeing the scene, police said.
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50 years later, Agnes still impacts bay
By Ashley Barrientos
Fifty years ago, Tropical Storm Agnes engulfed
Maryland and the rest
of the Eastern Shore in a
relentless fury of torrential rain and mass flooding,
killing 21 people and causing $62 million in damages.
The storm, downgraded from a hurricane
to a tropical storm by the
time it reached Maryland,
flooded streets and left cars
submerged in high waters.
The debris has long been
cleared, but experts say
the storm imposed lasting
damage on the Chesapeake
Bay, the largest estuary in
the United States and the
third-largest in the world.
The June 1972 storm,
which experts called a
“100-year flood,” altered
the bay’s ecosystem and
decimated the oyster
population — problems
that the bay still suffers
from today.
Considered one of the
most productive and vital
ecosystems on the planet,
estuaries are bodies of
water usually found where
rivers meet the sea. They
filter out sediments and
pollutants from rivers and
streams before flowing into
the ocean.
Affected areas received
roughly between 8 and 18
inches of rainfall in the
span of just 10 days during
the storm, according to Ted
Evgeniadis, who serves as
riverkeeper for the Lower
Susquehanna River.
The region had already
experienced a particularly
wet winter and spring
prior to the tropical storm,
generating conditions that
severely exacerbated the
force of its environmental
impact.
The massive amounts
of rainfall brought on by
Agnes led to an increase
in sedimentary pollution,
resulting in “an unseason-

Tropical storm Agnes left Ellicott City’s Main Street mudcovered and deserted after lying under 10 feet of water.
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ably high concentration of
nitrates and nitrites two to
three times greater than
normal in the northern
half of the bay,” Evgeniadis
explained.
This was a massive blow
to the bay’s ecosystem,
causing abnormally extensive algae blooms to suffocate the water and make it
difficult for aquatic species
to thrive.
Salinity levels in the bay
also sustained significant
damage as a result of the
storm, severely damaging marine life. Among
the most impacted were
oysters, a keystone species
that is crucial to the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem; they
filter out excess nutrients
from the water and provide
habitats for marine life.
Evgeniadis said oysters
in the upper bay region
suffered 100% mortality rates as a result of the
prolonged low salinity
levels from Agnes.
“Oysters had a very difficult time reproducing. And
still, to this day, there are
organizations out there
trying to replenish oyster
beds and replenish our

oyster population,” said
Evgeniadis. “We still see
very low salinities in the
upper bay.”
Many experts fear that
another Agnes-sized storm
could further prolong and
exacerbate these ecological impacts, devastating the bay for decades to
come.
The Conowingo Dam
plays an important role
in preserving the bay’s
ecological integrity, and
it serves as one of four
hydraulic dams on the
Susquehanna River.
But reported instances
of poor maintenance and
inadequate upkeep of the
dam and its surrounding
environment have frustrated local environmental organizations.
The dam — which is
responsible for capturing
2 million tons of sediment
per year and protecting the bay from harmful
pollutants — has reached a
point of dynamic equilibrium, meaning that it has
reached capacity and is
currently unable to sufficiently trap sediment.
“Anytime we get a rain
event, it’s going to cause
Conowingo Dam to open
up its floodgates, which
then releases sediments
and nutrients that are
delivered downstream at
an unnatural rate. That
causes negative water

quality impacts to the
Chesapeake Bay,” Evgeniadis said. “Grasses are
gonna be decimated, oyster
beds are gonna be covered
up, spawning grounds are
gonna go away, and places
where fish go to reproduce
are going to be gone.”
An estimated 31 million
metric tons of sediment
and other nutrients were
trapped behind the dam
after Agnes — these levels
were deemed “abnormally
large” even 50 years ago,
according to Evgeniadis.
He cautioned that there is
a lot more sitting behind
the dam today.
“Who knows what that
amount would be if we get
another Agnes tomorrow?”
he said. “We’re looking at
levels of sediments and
nutrients coming down
into the bay at a multiple that I can’t even give
you, just because there’s
so much more there today
than there was 50 years
ago.”
Global climate change
has led to more frequent
extreme weather events
like hurricanes that match
the magnitude of Hurricane Agnes, posing a direct
threat to the Chesapeake
Bay.
“When we get another
large storm event like
Agnes, the devastation to
the Chesapeake Bay will
be even greater than it was
in 1972,” said Evgeniadis.
“And it’s not if — it’s when
we get another storm.”
Hurricanes will be
able to hold more water
vapor as the earth continues to warm, producing
more intense rainfall rates
during storms.
“The probability of us
seeing another storm like
Agnes is gonna only get
higher as climate change
progresses,” Evgeniadis
said. “We will see another
storm like this in our lifetime, I’m sure about it.”

Between 3 a.m. and 4
a.m. on New Year’s Day of
2021, Baltimore 911 operators received a frantic call
pleading for an ambulance
to be sent to the 1200 block of
North Stricker Street.
“C’mon, stay with me Tiff,”
Lakeyria Doughty said to her
girlfriend, Tiffany Wilson.
Doughty told the operator
she was conducting CPR.
“She got a stab wound.”
The 911 operator explained
chest compressions would
do little for somebody who
was still breathing. He told
Doughty to remain calm,
and pressed for more information. He asked which
part of Wilson’s body had
been stabbed, according to a
recording of the call played
during Doughty’s murder
trial Wednesday.
Doughty said she didn’t
know, and that she had
come into the West Baltimore apartment and found
Wilson on the ground with
a knife in hand. The operator asked whether Wilson
stabbed herself, and Doughty
responded with more information.
“I don’t know. She was
drunk. We had an argument,”
she said, becoming hysterical.
Assistant State’s Attorney
Shaundria Hanna said that
explanation wasn’t totally
true, highlighting it in opening arguments for the state’s
case against Doughty, better
known as the “Wheelie
Queen.”
The 28-year-old actress
and dirt biker earned that
nickname as a female pioneer
in Baltimore’s male-dominated 12 O’Clock Boys crew.
Her motorbike skills led her
to be featured in the HBO
movie “Charm City Kings.”
She is charged with first-degree murder and carrying
a deadly weapon with the
intent to injure in the death
of Wilson, a 33-year-old chef.
A jury was selected late
Tuesday afternoon to decide
her case. Her attorney and
the prosecutor gave opening statements Wednesday
morning before the testimony
of several state witnesses,
including the police officer
first on the scene, a medical examiner and Wilson’s
mother, who was with her
the morning she was killed.
Defense attorney Andrea
Jaskulsky conceded her
client lied to police, but she
said police and prosecutors
were determined to blame
Doughty for Wilson’s killing
and neglected to see another
possibility: Wilson attacked
Doughty during a heated
argument about their relationship and accidentally
stabbed herself during a
violent scuffle.
Wilson had been at her
mother’s house for a New
Year’s Eve party and Tonya
Douglass testified that her
daughter seemed happy
but was on her phone a lot
and grew angry as the night
went on. Wilson left around 3
a.m. Douglass said she sent a
nephew to follow her daughter because she was intoxicated.
Text messages between
Wilson and Doughty are
expected to be presented
through the testimony of
Baltimore homicide detective Frank Miller.
Jaskulsky said in her open-

ing statement that Doughty
was out with friends for
New Year’s Eve, including an
ex-girlfriend, which enraged
Wilson. She told the jury
text messages would show
Wilson demanded Doughty’s key to her apartment
back, and that Doughty went
to Wilson’s apartment to pick
up her belongings, not knowing Wilson was there.
“Ms. Wilson was so
upset — she was going into
a rage,” Jaskulsky told the
jury. “You’re going to see Ms.
Wilson attacked Lakeyria.”
Police and prosecutors
previously said Wilson
had been breaking up with
Doughty, and that Doughty
stabbed her during a dispute.
In her opening statement,
Hanna told the jury to focus
on Doughty’s changing story.
She previewed an interaction that would play out on
the first responding officer’s
body-worn camera, where
Doughty told the officer she
found Wilson on the kitchen
floor holding a butcher’s
knife.
“She just found Tiffany
that way, lying on the kitchen
floor, blood everywhere,
knife in hand,” said Hanna,
telling jurors to be skeptical
about the emotions Doughty
displayed. “Is this really an
emotional response, or is she
putting on or fabricating a
story for detectives?”
Dr. Richard Morris, of the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Baltimore,
conducted an autopsy. He
found that Wilson died from
a stab wound to the left side of
her chest, and that her death
was a homicide. Morris testified Wilson died quickly
because of the more than
4-inch-deep stab wound,
which damaged her heart
and left lung and filled her
chest cavity with blood.
He noted a wound on
Wilson’s left hand and a
blunt-force trauma injury
to her mouth. Furthermore,
tissues in her face showed
signs they were depleted of
oxygen.
During questioning from
Hanna and Jaskulsky, Morris
said the hand injury could’ve
been a defensive wound or
accidentally cutting herself.
He said the injury to her
lip could have been caused
by a blow to the face or by
face-planting on the floor.
The oxygen-depleted tissues
might have been a sign of
strangulation, he said, or
possibly the result of CPR.
Morris said he came to
his conclusions based on his
autopsy, photos of the crime
scene and information he got
from police.
Detective Avraham
Shugarman, then a patrol
officer in the department’s
Western District, was the first
officer to arrive at the scene.
His body camera captured
a chaotic scene inside the
Sandtown-Winchester apartment. Doughty let Shugarman in when he knocked,
and then sprinted up the
stairs. Wilson’s body was on
the kitchen floor covered by a
blanket. Shugarman testified
there was a lot of blood and
furniture was moved around.
In charging documents,
detectives cited the furniture
as evidence of a struggle.
Shugarman ran for his
medical kit.
“No! No! Noooo,” Doughty
yelled. “Tiffany is gone.”

Scammers steal more than $317K from city’s workers’ comp fund
By Lilly Price
Out-of-state scammers
stole more than $317,200 from
a Baltimore bank account
used to pay city employees’ workers’ compensation
insurance, the Baltimore
inspector general announced
Tuesday.
The city recovered most of
the funds but ultimately lost
more than $26,000.
Isabel
Mercedes
Cumming, Baltimore’s
inspector general, published
an investigative report Tuesday detailing how multiple
external bank accounts withdrew $317,241 over more than

a year from an account used
by the city’s law department.
The bank account was
a zero balance account,
meaning a law department
employee transferred an
exact amount of money
into the city’s account and a
third-party vendor automatically used it to pay employees
who were receiving workers’ compensation benefits — pushing the account’s
balance to $0 each day and
making the withdrawals hard
to track.
It wasn’t until the unnamed
third-party vendor noticed
in January that it could not
account for 358 separate

transactions that occurred
from November 2020 to
January.
Among the transactions
were individual credit card
bills paid using the city’s bank
account number. In total,
investigators found that 22
names were associated with
the 358 fraudulent charges,
but it is unclear whether up
to 22 people were involved
in the theft or one person
created multiple accounts.
A federal law enforcement
agency is criminally investigating the theft and how the
scammers obtained the city’s
bank account number.
The inspector general’s

investigation also revealed
the bank used for the workers’ compensation program
did not send detailed deposit
statements, which would
have included the unauthorized transactions, to the
law department. One law
department employee was
tasked with overseeing both
the bank account and the
third-party vendor the city
hired to manage its insurance
payments.
The employee told
Cumming she would
have noticed the fraudulent charges sooner if she
had been receiving deposit
account statements.

“Oversight mechanisms
were not in place to identify and stop the fraudulent
charges on the accounts
quickly,” according to the
inspector general report.
After learning about
the fraudulent transactions, the bank and city officially quickly disputed the
unauthorized transactions,
according to the report.
The city reclaimed more
than $290,000 by May but
lost $26,000 because some
charges occurred outside
a 60-day window to report
fraudulent activity.
The inspector general’s
investigation also identi-

fied that the city was paying
a monthly service fee to
the bank that added up to
$34,000 over more than two
years.
In response to the report,
Jim Shea, the city solicitor,
said the law department
will close the compromised
checking account. Instead,
the city’s workers’ compensation program will be
managed entirely by a thirdparty vendor, which will use
its own bank account and bill
the city for the money it needs
to pay claims on Baltimore’s
behalf. The move will eliminate the service fee the city
was paying to the bank.

