
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
May 18, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Meeting held via Zoom 

 
 
Meeting convened at 6:33 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Kurt (acting chair), Lissa, Bill, Jeffrey, Beth, Rick, Dorothea, Rob Hart 
 
Guests Present: Kathryn McConnel 
 
 
1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes 
 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

May 17, 22 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 177,982.26 
Total Current Assets 177,982.26 
Fixed Assets 477,030.26 
TOTAL ASSETS 655,012.52 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity 655,012.52 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 655,012.52 

 
• Paperwork submitted to recertify as a Nature Council 

 
3. Staff Report        Rob Hart  

• Staff trained on new software 
• Summer camp director hired 
• Rob met with the officer for the area to see how they can better work together 
• County truck received today for use by the rangers to travel to remote areas of the Park. 

 
 
4. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  

• We have a total to date of 164 members for this membership year.  
 
5. Environmental         Peter Lev  

• LRNC volunteers cut hundreds of Miscanthus plants to the ground in late February. By 
late April they were already 12 to 20 inches high. Carlton Sexton and Peter spent 4 
hours each cutting them again.  Spraying for these plants is scheduled for June 4. 

• The Kingfisher Trail is an excellent spot to observe Spring bird migration. Thanks to Kurt, 
Jeffrey, Gero and everyone who worked on this trail. 



• Dwight Johnson and I will co-lead a walk for the Horticultural Society of Maryland in the 
Serpentine area in late June. The focus will be on plants, and LRNC restoration efforts. 

 
 
6. Historical Preservation        Howdy Knipp 

• On Sunday, April 24th, Dr. Kat Sterner, Dr. Dana Kollman, two other archeologists, six 
TSU students and a handful of observant park volunteers visited the historic gravesite. 
Kat had her students survey/map the gravesites and Dana instructed the students on 
how to use the GPR (ground penetrating radar - looked like a small lawnmower). It took 
about 5 hours to do all the surveying/mapping and GPR work. It will take them several 
weeks to interpret the data. It will not show skeletons or human remains but will just 
show soil disturbances. The two other archeologists were there just to observe.   

 
• They will be doing some artifact analysis over the summer so Kat will be stopping by the 

Nature Center to pick up the box of artifacts collected near the gravesite and adjacent 
foundations. She doesn't anticipate doing any more field work for a couple of months. 
She also plans on doing some archival work over the summer so that she will have 
something to present to the Maryland Historical Trust (and Lake Roland) later this fall. 

 
7. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  

• Dog park cleanup will take place Saturday from 11-1pm. 
• Annual mud-scraping of the concrete by the fence will take place this weekend. 

 
8. Trails          Jeffrey  

• Update distributed via email. 
• Pickup truck request submitted. 
• Lumber being calculated for steps and handrails.  

 
9. Recreation         Howdy Knipp  

• Last Friday, Howdy Knipp led the Friday morning hikers to see the historic gravesite and 
two adjacent foundations. 

• Howdy Knipp will be leading a "turtle tour" on Sunday, May 22nd.  
 
10. Old Business 
 
 
11. New Business 

• Elections of Howdy Knipp as historical preservation chair and Steve Bruno as 
recreation chair. 

• The board did not have a quorum so a vote was not taken. 
• Marc Klein needs to step down from the board.  

 


