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Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and restroom
use. Baltimore County is no longer mandating that masks be worn in
government buildings. However, all visitors are encouraged to wear a mask and
practice social distancing. The exhibit hall of the Lake Roland Nature Center
will be closed on Wednesdays to facilitate Maryland Master Naturalist training
now through May 4th. Restrooms at the Nature Center will still be open to the
public.We are now accepting pavilion rental requests for 2022. The Dog Park
and Playground are open. Lake Roland will continue to host programs
throughout spring and summer. Space is limited, and pre-registration is
required. For more information, please visit our website at www.lakeroland.org

Sakura Spotlight:
Cherry Trees in

Bloom!

Summer Camp



Programs

Timberdoodle, bog sucker, Labrador twister, and
mud snipe; all of these are nicknames for the
American Woodcock. Join us for a night hike
through the fields to call and listen for these
peculiar birds as they begin their breeding
season. Meet at L’Hirondelle Club Road field loop
path entrance.

The Serpentine
Barrens: A Fight
Against Forest

Succession

Upcoming

Welcome Judy!

On the Up and Up:
Good news for the

Environment

In Search of the Timberdoodle 

Friday, March 11 
6:30pm-7:30pm 

Ages 5+, 
$3 per person
($2 members)

The Emerging Scales of Spring
Sunday, March 20 

1:00pm-2:30pm 
Ages 5+, 
FREE!

Temperatures are warming, and the ground is
squirming. Snakes are ready to emerge from
their winter torpor and explore the world
again. Learn about these often misunderstood
creatures and gain a new appreciation for these
legless critters. 

Please email us at LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov to register.

Nature Scouts
Children will have fun learning important
outdoor Know-How. A naturalist will lead
children in discovering nature and
environmental survival skills.

Tuesdays, April 19-May 24
4:30PM-5:30PM

Ages 6-12
$25 for 6 sessions



 
 

Sakura Spotlight: Cherry Trees in Bloom!

     The more we go out into nature, the more we come to appreciate the ephemeral beauty that marks each
season and reminds us to “slow down and smell the roses”. Colorful mushrooms grow big as dinner plates
overnight then collapse the next day, decomposing back into the forest floor. Thousands of frogs sing
together, making the woods hum with life for only a handful of nights every spring. Brief flashes of color
scatter across meadows as each season’s flowers bloom and fade in wild succession. In all of nature’s dynamic
artistry, perhaps no phenomenon is as widely appreciated as those two vibrant weeks in early spring when
cherry trees burst into bloom and shower pink and white petals on the ground below. While Japan is famous
for its displays of cherry blossoms, or “sakura,” Marylanders have a unique opportunity to view this natural
wonder through the National Cherry Blossom Festival held each March in Washington, D.C.

Kiana Shurkin

     Many factors affect when the trees bloom. Warmer
temperatures in autumn may delay flowering, whereas warmer
temperatures toward the beginning of spring may encourage early
blooming.  In fact, the timing is so dependent on environmental
factors that it can be used by scientists as a data point to track
climate change.  Due to global patterns of warming, 2021 was a
record year for cherry blossoms; trees in Japan bloomed earlier
than had been recorded in over a millennium.  Each year, scores
of people flock to witness the incredible beauty of the many
varieties represented there.  

     The Festival in DC represents a chance for us to glimpse the beauty that effloresces across Japan each year
without traveling overseas. If we allow it to be, it is also a reminder to slow down and appreciate the beauty
around us. The Japanese have a phrase, “mono no aware,” which is often considered untranslatable. Literally, it
means, “the pathos of things”. Linguists attempting to capture the spirit of the term have suggested instead,
“love of impermanence,” “a sensitivity toward ephemera,” “an empathy toward things,” or even “the ‘ahh-ness’
of things, life, and love”. It is a bittersweet concept that not only acknowledges but embraces the transient
beauty of nature and of each moment. If trees were always in bloom, would we still go out of our way to
appreciate the intricate, colorful flowers they produce? Or would we instead take them for granted and pass by
without stopping to indulge in a moment of wonder? Perhaps the most beautiful gift cherry blossoms can offer
us is their transience, and with it, a reminder to be mindful of that beauty which surrounds us the rest of the
year. The next time you go for a hike at Lake Roland, take a moment to “stop and smell the cherry blossoms”.

     The display here was gifted by Mayor Ozaki of Tokyo on March 27th, 1912 to celebrate the growing
friendship between Japan and the United States. The month-long National Cherry Blossom Festival honors
that occasion with several events celebrating Japanese and American cultures and the bond between our two
countries. Though the initial presentation included 3,020 trees representing 12 varieties, there are now around
3,800 trees. The most common are the Yoshino, which produce single white blossoms, and Kwanzan, which
tend to bloom later and produce clusters of double pink blossoms.

The National Cherry Blossom Festival is held
annually from March-April in Washington, D.C.



 
 

Lake Roland Summer Camp

Lake Roland is happy to announce that we will be having our Summer Nature Camp again this year! If
you are interested in our camp, please click the link HERE and read all details regarding registration.
Some important notes: 

Registration will not begin until April. New and current members of the Lake Roland Nature     
 Council will be given early access.

All campers must meet age requirements at the time of the session.

E-mail applications are NOT accepted.

All this information and more can be found at the link above. Please direct all questions to:
                                               lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov

https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-Summer-Camp-Form-Final-04012022-Final.pdf


LOST AND FOUND
TIME 

is ticking
away!

  
If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other

miscellaneous items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A
good samaritan may have turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make

note of what was lost and contact you if it's found!

Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist and donating an item.
Anything helps!

 
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by

clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon that
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland Nature

Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to you.

Support Our Wishlist

 AmazonSmile Account Amazon Wish List

http://lakeroland.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=45-1462130&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_cl
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2C7XJI9JX4VCX?&sort=default

