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Council prepares to take up renaming 1eg151at10n Monday
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Kate Genut, left, of Brooklandville enjoys Robert E. Lee Park with her daughter, Batsheva Genut-lluz, rear, and her grandchildren, Arielle
lluz, 10, Ella lluz, 8, and Noam lluz, 5, all visiting from Israel. The park is owned by the city and maintained by Baltimore County.

City to choose new name
for Robert E. Lee Park

BY YVONNE WENGER
AND MAYAH S. COLLINS
The Baltimore Sun

City Council President Bernard C.
“Jack” Young is taking the first legal step to
strip a popular county-operated park of its
Confederate ties.

Young says he will file a bill Monday to
change the name of Robert E. Lee Park,
which is owned by the city, to Lake Roland
Park. But some say a woman who died 100
years ago could be standing in his way.

Elizabeth B. Garrett White, a wealthy

Baltimorean, required when she died in
1917 that the proceeds from the sale of her
Mount Vernon Place estate be used to
erect a monument for Lee, a Confederate
general who spent time in the city during
White’s lifetime.

“If it were me, and my will, I would
haunt them so terribly that they would
change their minds after a week,” said
Carolyn Billups, Maryland division presi-
dent of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy.

Young said he’s prepared to take on the
challenge. He said “racially divisive” Con-

federate symbols have no place in the city.

“We're doing it,” Young said. “We've
changed names of schools. We’ll defend
changing the name. You can go around the
city of Baltimore, and all around the
country — names of prominent people
have disappeared, have come off build-
ings.”

The name of the 450-acre park, just
north of the city line off Falls Road, came
into question after last month’s massacre
of nine black church members in Charles-
ton, S.C., by an alleged white supremacist.
See PARK, page 12
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Rights
denied,

Defendants in Gray
case say statements
were improperly taken

BY KEVIN RECTOR
The Baltimore Sun

Three of six Baltimore police officers
charged in the death of Freddie Gray argued
in court filings this week that they provided
statements to police investigators under
duress because they feared losing their jobs.

Two of the officers said that when
investigators asked them to provide state-
ments about the circumstances surround-
ing Gray’s arrest, they were led to believe
they were doing so as witnesses — not as
suspects.

Another said she provided a statement
without being advised of her Miranda
rights, then was ordered to return five days
later to be read her rights and provide
another statement.

Now those statements are key evidence
in the case. Defense attorneys for Lt. Brian
W. Rice, Officer William G. Porter and Sgt.
Alicia D. White — all charged with man-
slaughter — have asked that those state-
ments be suppressed, which would prevent
prosecutors from using them in court.

It is unclear what information the
officers provided in the statements that
Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn J. Mos-
by turned over to defense attorneys as part
of discovery.

Attorneys for Rice, Porter and White
See GRAY, page 16
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Robert E. Lee
Park in line
for new name

PARK, From page 1

The killings sparked a renewed debate
nationally about whether Confederate
icons are symbols of hate that should be
removed from public spaces or reminders
that carry historical significance. Lawmak-
ers in South Carolina responded to the mass
shooting by bringing down the battle flag
that long flew on the State House grounds
there.

Baltimore County Executive Kevin Ka-
menetz called on the city to change the
park’s name, preferring one more sensitive
to the diverse population that uses the
space. The county has made $6 million in
upgrades to the park since taking over
operations in 2009.

“The park is centered around historic
Lake Roland, and the name Lake Roland
Park better reflects this open space treas-
ure;” Kamenetz said in a statement Friday.
“We look forward to making a joint
announcement with the city about the
name change in the near future”

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake sup-
ports changing the park’s name. Her
spokesman, Kevin Harris, said she has not
settled on a new name she’d prefer, but she’s
“not going to stand in the way” of the
council’s legislation. Harris said Rawlings-
Blake would sign a bill renaming the space
Lake Roland Park if the legislation makes it
to her desk.

Rawlings-Blake has convened a commis-
sion of historians, community organiza-
tions and art experts to evaluate the merits
of removing Confederate monuments in
Baltimore or allowing them to stay. The
commission, which has not met, is expected
to make recommendations by the end of the
year, officials have said.

Personally, the mayor believes Con-
federate symbols have caused a lot of pain
and in many cases are more appropriate in a
museum setting, Harris said. “But she also
believes we should be thoughtful about how
we go about this, and that we make sure we
understand the history of each of those
symbols,” he said.

Gov. Larry Hogan has initiated steps to
getrid of license plates carrying an image of
the Confederate battle flag that are regis-
tered to about 175 vehicles and motorcycles
in the state. This week, he asked the
attorney general to take action to dissolve a
1997 injunction that required the state to
issue the controversial plates.

People visiting Robert E. Lee Park on
Friday had mixed feelings about changing
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Rick Kingsbury of Mount Washington and his dog, Ty, come to Robert E. Lee Park for a walk Friday.

its name.

Isaiah Millings II said people need to
learn about the history of Confederate
symbols, especially the battle flag. But the
3l-year-old Essex man, who was born and
raised in Baltimore, didn’t think the city
should jump to make the change.

“I honestly don’t think the name should
be changed. Even though it’s an ugly scar ...
it’s still a part of our history;” Millings said.
“Whether it’s good or bad, it’s America. It’s
what makes America, America.”

To Sarawak Fultze, changing the name
shouldn’t be a matter of debate.

“All of the old stuff in the past should go.
Just go ahead and change it,” said Fultze, a
66, West Baltimore native. “They took the
flag down in South Carolina, so that’s a
steppingstone.”

The park got its name in 1945 when
Robert Garrett — a great-nephew of White,
the heiress, and executor of her will —
successfully petitioned the Circuit Court to
have the money from his aunt’s bequest
used for city recreation at Lake Roland.
Garrett was chairman of the city’s recre-
ation commission at the time. (The Garrett
family were then part-owners of The
Baltimore Sun.)

White’s will had instructed that the
proceeds from the sale of her property go to
the erection of a statue of Lee in Druid Hill
Park.

Lee moved to Baltimore in 1848 when the
War Department assigned him to oversee

the construction of the still-unfinished Fort
Carroll. He was a distinguished veteran of
the Mexican-American War, and went on to
become popular in Baltimore society.

He left the city about four years later to
become superintendent of West Point, but
he visited many times after the Civil War.
He died in 1870, five years after the Civil
War ended.

City Solicitor George Nilson said the
council has the legal standing to change the
park’s name, despite the wishes in White’s
will.

Thirty years passed between White’s
death and the court ruling allowing the
money to establish open space around Lake
Roland.

Nilson said as executor of the will,
Garrett essentially said, “Let’s go out and
buy some property and we’ll make a deal
with the city where we’ll call it Robert E.
Lee Park” But that “deal can be changed,”
Nilson said. “That doesn’t bind us forever.

“It was named by the council, and it can
be renamed by the council,” Nilson said.

Billups, of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, said if the city changes the
name of the park it ought to give the money
back to White’s family — at today’s value.
She said her comments reflect her personal
opinion, not an official position of the
group.

“T am absolutely concerned about every-
thing that’s happening lately;” said Billups,
who lives in St. Mary’s County. “There is an

awful lot of ranting going on, and a
tremendous amount of misinformation.”

Billups said she sees Lee as a “very
dedicated man both in family life and in his
military career. He was a superb leader, and
he was the epitome, in my eyes, of a good
soldier and good man.”

Paula Monopoli, a professor at the
University of Maryland School of Law, said
questions over White’s will present an
interesting question. While some might
disagree with the city’s right to change the
name, she said a judge would have to decide
whether any challengers have legal stand-
ing.

At first blush, Monopoli said, the ques-
tion could come down to the original intent
of White’s will.

She said it would be wise for the city to
petition the court to see if the council can
change the park’s name.

“Her original intent is pretty clear: to
create a memorial for Robert E. Lee”
Monopoli said.

Despite the questions, Councilman Rob-
ert Curran said he wants the council to act.

“I believe it is time for us — all the
citizens of the United States — to move past
the Civil War}” Curran said. “Obviously,
[Lee] was a great American in the eyes of a
lot of folks, but is it appropriate?”
Baltimore Sun research librarian Paul
MecCardell contributed to this article.
ywenger@baltsun.com
twitter.com/yvonnewenger
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