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Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for visitation and
restroom use. All individuals entering the Nature Center must wear a
mask. We are now accepting pavilion rental requests for 2022. The Dog
Park and Playground are open. Lake Roland will continue to host
programs throughout winter and spring. Space is limited and pre-
registration is required. For more information, please visit our website at
www.lakeroland.org

Love is in the Air

For Your Safety: 
Stay Off the Ice

New at Lake Roland:
Geocaching!

Summer Camp



Programs

Love is in the air for all walks of life. Join us
as we read books about animals in love.

The Serpentine
Barrens: A Fight
Against Forest

Succession

Featured 
Articles

Upcoming

Welcome Judy!

On the Up and Up:
Good news for the

Environment

Love Story Time
Sunday, February 13
10:00am-10:45am All
Ages, Free

Lake Roland Bird Count
Saturday, February 19
8:00am-9:00am 

Sunday, February 20
9:00am-10:00am 

All Ages, Free

Join park staff on a hike for the Great
Backyard Bird Count. Bird counts from events
around the world will be shared with the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National
Audubon Society to help evaluate global bird
populations. Please bring your own bin-oculars
and dress for the weather.

Maple Sugaring - 2 Days!
Saturday, February 26 & 
Sunday, February 27 
10:00am-2:00pm, All Ages
$5 per person ($3
members)

Learn the art of turning sap into syrup, from
tree to treat! Take a hike into the sugarbush,
tap a tree, see sap cooking into syrup, and
taste a variety of different syrups made here
at the park.



 
Elizabeth Crampton

Love is in the Air

     February is a time to show affection to those you love, and humans aren’t the only ones who take
part in the festivities. Courtship for animals can look very different from our ways of showing
affection or impressing our partners, but they can also be quite similar. An animal might dance, sing,
or risk life and limb to put on a display that gets the attention of a potential mate.
      A noteworthy mating dance is performed by the American
woodcock. It begins with a whistle as the woodcock leaves the
ground. While ascending into the air, it flies in a corkscrew
pattern and makes a kissing noise. After reaching between 100-
300 feet off the ground it will silently glide back down to where
it originally took off from. Once on the ground, it makes its
signature call, which sounds like a nasally “peent,” and does a
bouncing strut. It is one of the more charismatic routines in the
bird world, and it can captivate people just as well as female
woodcocks. 
           In lieu of a stunning dance, bald eagles opt for a death defying stunt. When an adult eagle finds a
potential mate, they'll lock talons, and spin as they plummet back towards earth in what is called a
"death spiral." Then, moments from impact, they release and fly out of harm's way. They do not mate
in the air, but the adrenaline junkies are one example of animals that mate for life, and the death spiral
can be considered their first bonding experience. Tragically, some eagles don't release in time, and pay
the ultimate price. Bald eagles mate in late winter and early spring. In fall, they will also perform this
"death spiral," but it will be as a territorial fight with competing eagles.
     Another example of an animal that mates for life is the red fox. They also mate in late winter,
beginning in December and lasting through February. Red fox females (vixens) will be courted by the
red fox males (tods). They communicate through vocalizations and scent markings. You may have
heard it's mating call and thought somebody was in trouble, as it tends to sound like a shriek or a
scream. Somehow, this is music to vixen's ears, and dominant males usually end up with dominant
females. Kits are usually born in March or April and are ready to leave the den within about a month. 
     Whether it be by sky dance, death spiral, or a scream, nature is certainly inventive when it comes to
courtship. All of these animals can be found in and around the Lake Roland area, so keep your eyes
and ears peeled on your next visit, and be sure to check out our "In Search of the Timberdoodle"
program on March 11th!
 

The American woodcock is also known as the
timberdoodle, Labrador twister, night partridge,
and bog sucker.



 
 

Lake Roland Summer Camp

Lake Roland is happy to announce that we will be having our Summer Nature Camp again this year! If
you are interested in our camp, please click the link HERE and read all details regarding registration.
Some important notes: 

Registration will not begin until April. New and current members of the Lake Roland Nature     
 Council will be given early access.

All campers must meet age requirements at the time of the session.

E-mail applications are NOT accepted.

All this information and more can be found at the link above. Please direct all questions to:
                                               lakerol-rp@baltimorecountymd.gov

https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-Summer-Camp-Form-Final-04012022-Final.pdf


 

For Your Safety: Stay Off of the Ice!
     You're out for a hike at Lake Roland during mid-winter and the temperatures have dropped below
freezing – you spot a body of water covered in a sheet of ice. While it might be tempting to stand on
this seemingly frozen body of water, it is incredibly dangerous to do so regardless of the water’s
depth. Just because it might look “safe” does not mean that it is and any time temperatures rise, the ice
weakens. As well, the water at Lake Roland is not stagnant; it flows. Not only does this result in
overall thinner ice, but if you were to fall through, you could quickly be pulled away from the hole
you just created. To ensure the safety of our park patrons, Lake Roland does not allow any ice skating
or walking out onto ice. We want everyone to be able to have fun and enjoy the winter, but the risks
and level of danger that come with venturing onto the ice are just too high. If you see somebody out
on the ice, please alert park staff immediately so that we can address the situation. Be safe out there!

GeoCaching combines the thrill of exploration with the
excitement of treasure hunting. Through the official
GeoCaching app, available on both the App Store and
Google Play, adventurers can gain access to the GPS
coordinates of GeoCaches hidden all around them.
Lake Roland is proud to announce that thanks to the
efforts of Eagle Scout Cody Weagly of Troop #340, we
now have four officially published GeoCaches at Lake
Roland with more to come! Inside each cache you will
find a short excerpt about the ecosystem you are in, as
well as a logbook to record your visit! A fun way to
interact with these GeoCaches is to see how both the
landscape and the plants and animals present might 

New at Lake Roland: GeoCaching!

Disclaimer: GeoCaches were placed with the expressed permission of the Lake Roland Nature Council and Baltimore County Recreation
and Parks staff. No GeoCaches may be placed in Lake Roland from private persons or groups. Lake Roland is not currently accepting any
submissions to be added to our official list of caches. Any caches found on park property will be reported to the volunteers for
GeoCaching, and the cache will be removed.

Cody Weagly, Eagle Scout of Troop 340, stands in front of
the Serpentine Restoration sign after hiding one his caches.

 change throughout the various seasons. Stay tuned, more caches are soon to come! To view Lake
Roland's GeoCaching webpage, click the link HERE.

https://www.lakeroland.org/lake-rolands-geocaches/


LOST AND FOUND
TIME 

is ticking
away!

  
If you have lost your keys, eyeglasses, cell phone, or any other

miscellaneous items, check with the Lake Roland Nature Center! A
good samaritan may have turned it in. If we don't have it, we can make

note of what was lost and contact you if it's found!

Please consider visiting the Lake Roland Amazon Wishlist and donating an item.
Anything helps!

 
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon Smile Account can be accessed by
selecting the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our website at LakeRoland.org or by

clicking the links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a nonprofit division of Amazon that
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the Lake Roland Nature

Council. It is a safe and secure way to support the park without any cost to you.

Support Our Wishlist

 AmazonSmile Account Amazon Wish List

http://lakeroland.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=45-1462130&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_cl
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2C7XJI9JX4VCX?&sort=default

