
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
February 16 at 6:30 PM 
Meeting held via Zoom 

 
 
Meeting convened at 6:33 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey (Chair), Kurt, Howdy, Jonathan, Steve, Dorothea, Bill, Peter, 
Beth, Roger, Marc, Lydia, Dwight, and Carlton.  
 
Guilford Garden Club members present: Kimberly Warren and Kathryn McConnell. 
 
 
1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes 
 
2. Vote to appoint Peter Lev as chair of the Environmental Committee was approved 

unanimously. 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

Feb 11, 22 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings   $116,692.57 
Total Current Assets   $116,692.57 
Fixed Assets    $477,030.26 
TOTAL ASSETS    $593,722.83 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity     $593,722.83 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $593,722.83 

 
4. Staff Report        Jonathan Wood  
 

Jonathan ordered a new bike rack that will be installed in front of the Nature Center. 
  
Pavilion Rentals are filling up already. 
  
We are celebrating the Great Backyard Bird Count to try and get a global count of bird 
populations around the world. The park is hosting 2 bird counts with help from Peter Lev and 
the Baltimore Bird Club on Saturday at 8am and Sunday at 9am. Hikes will last for about 1 
hour, unless we really get some good sightings. Hopefully we can start hosting the Bird 
Extravaganza event at the same time next year as we did pre pandemic. 
  
Please look ahead at sign up genius for Maple sugaring assistance. We still need help for 
the following programs: 
  



• Maple Sugaring Saturday February 26th - Evaporator station - will be provided 
instructions to lead this station. 

• Maple Sugaring Sunday February 27th, - Registration table, and a morning hike 
leader from 10am-12:30 (Dorothea can only assist part of the day. 

  
Spring calendar is being finalized. Working on an earth day scavenger hunt, some Canoe 
Trips, night hikes, and a few other features. 
  
Master Naturalist Classes will begin March 2nd in the Nature Center and will continue on 
Wednesdays until May.  Be aware the exhibit room might be closed to the public depending 
on space needed by presenters to the class. 
  
Summer Camp registration for members start on April 9th, 2022. We will begin accepting 
any walk-up registrations at 9am at the Nature Center. We might call upon our board 
members to help with registration tables on this day, please check the volunteer sign up 
genius for these slots. 
  
Covid Mask mandates inside county buildings will end on February 28th, 2022. We are 
awaiting further guidance from the department on full reopening status of the nature center 
and programming. This will affect future meetings and rentals of the Nature Center space. 
  
Chief Benjamin Porter has requested to be invited to the next Board Meeting. He wanted to 
attend this one but had a conflict at the same time. Please add him to the next meeting’s 
agenda. 

 
5. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

We have a total to date of 78 members for this membership year. All board members are 
strongly encouraged to maintain their park membership. 

 
6. Environmental         Peter Lev  
 

Committee will meet as needed rather than Monthly. In a conversation with Roger Latham, 
Gero learned that Roger may not be able to complete the project and has recommended a 
former Mentee.  

 
7. Historical Preservation        Howdy Knipp  
 

Volunteers have made three trips to the historic gravesite to clear out the saplings and 
deadfall in preparation for Towson University students mapping of the area on the weekends 
of March 12-13 (surveying) and April 23-24 (GPR – ground penetrating radar). We will be 
making one more trip to rake the surface. Some artifacts (broken bottles, metal pot parts, 
shovel) were taken to the Nature Center for safe storage. 

 
8. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  
 

Banner year expected. Six hundred members signed up already (1,000 in a typical full year). 
 
9. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
 



We had a break in the weather Saturday and performed a trails outreach at Benjamin 
Banneker Historical Park regarding the restoration and refurbishment of their community 
garden plot. As the roll off dumpster attested, the garden was overrun with years of 
accumulated debris from prior gardeners. We completed about 80% of the project until we 
ran out of roll off dumpster space. We utilized a rake grapple to remove the debris below 
grade and then bucket drag graded the site. Most of the plot is now ready for mulch 
stabilization and new raised garden bed plots. Photos here:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/150703194@N03/albums/72177720296633597  
 
The twelfth memorial bench has arrived and is pending installation. 

 
10. Recreation         Howdy Knipp  
 

Waiting for the spring program to begin. New programs include invasive species, plant 
species, and walks.  
 
The spring calendar is under development. Jonathan said he would show Howdy the rough 
copy before it goes online. Jeffrey will work on the canoe container once he finishes another 
project. 

 
11. Old Business:  
 
12. New Business:  

 
A singing park patron (Norma Griner) who regularly enjoys the park with her caretaker was 
featured in the Baltimore Sun. She has a significant following with people in the Alzheimer’s 
community. Some have requested the county and/or Park find a way to memorialize her at 
Lake Roland. Ranger Jonathan sent these individuals our memorial bench, and tree 
program the NC Offers to the public. 


