
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
January 19, 2022 at 6:30 PM 

Meeting held via Zoom 
 
 
Meeting convened at 6:31 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Gero Verheyen (chair), Jeffrey Budnitz, Jonathan Wood, Peter Lev, 
Beth Hoker, Jim Flannery, Dwight Johnson, Lydia Redding, Rick North, Marc Klein, Christine 
Corbitt, Howdy Knipp, Roger Gookin, Dorothea Lankford, Lissa Rotundo, Carlton Sexton, Bill 
Hokemeyer, Kimberly Warren 
 
 
1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  

 
January 16, 2022 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings   $103,405.21 
Total Current Assets   $103,405.21 
Fixed Assets    $477,030.26 
TOTAL ASSETS    $580,435.47 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity     $580,435.47 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $580,435.47 
 

3. Staff Report        Jonathan Wood  
 
a. School’s Out day was canceled because conditions didn’t allow us to start on time. 
Most are floating their payment to the next School’s Out day in Feb. (Presidents Day). 
b. 2 new Interns will be coming on board, Shannon and Jessie. They will start at the 
end of the month. 
c. Civil engineer consultation today in the park for Covid Art Memorial project. 
d. Master Naturalist Training is full and will have a class the size of about 16. 
e. Wolf Moon was had a good turn out for a cold winter’s night hike. 
f. Upcoming events 

i. The lore of archery 
ii. Hibernation Exultation Jan. 30th 
iii. Make your own birdfeeder on Feb. 12 th 
iv. Love story time Fe. 13 th 
v. Lake Roland Bird counts Feb 19 th and 20 th . 

g. Posting by the end of the week help wanted for 2 new counselors for the 2022 
Summer Camp. 

i. We will probably do 5 weeks of camp again so we do not have to shut down 
any camps due to covid. 
 



4. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
 
Eight members – letters sent an email blast coming up. 
 

5. Environmental         Peter Lev  
 
Miscanthus removal plan – March 5th (Limited staffing to just cut the miscanthus down), and 
6th cutting down more, but bagging and removing the miscanthus. 
 

6. Historical Preservation        Howdy Knipp 
 
At noon on Wednesday, Jan. 26th, JW, HK and Kat Sterner (Towson University) will visit the 
gravesite and discuss the work that needs to be done in preparing for her archeology class 
to do field work this spring (possibly in March). 
 
JW is looking into getting a display cabinet for the Nature Center. This would house artifacts 
found in the Park. 

 
7. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  

 
We currently have 499 members (probably a record year and ahead of the curve). 
 

8. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
 
Update provided by email. 
 
Gero provided an update on the ongoing discussions with East Coast Greenway and 
advocates in Baltimore regarding the alignment and connectivity of the Jones Falls Trail via 
Lake Roland and Meadowood to the NCR trail.  At a meeting last week, a proposal from 
Lake Roland, the Nature Council, and the President of the RRLRIA was presented and will 
form the basis of the alignment proposal going forward.  The position of the three entities is 
that the formal proposal stops once the connecting trail reaches Seminary Avenue, at which 
point they defer to the bicycle advocacy groups to find the best route on public roads.  We 
will continue to keep the Board updated as this initiative evolves. 

 
9. Recreation         Howdy Knipp  

 
The spring calendar is in the works. HK to run canoe program in spring and several invasive 
plant walks this spring and summer. Hope to get DJ to help with these.  JB has some 
welding to do in the canoe container and then canoes can be moved there. HK to check 
inventory of small paddles (children size). GV suggested that we need to continue or expand 
the fishing program that we ran with an outside organization last summer. 

 
10. Old Business:  
 
11. New Business:  

 
The district 2 town hall meeting will be on Jan. 25th. All should attend if they have 
suggestions for improvements at Lake Roland. 


