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MARYLAND
Howard County
Del. Atterbeary
gets committee
chairmanship
By Pamela Wood

Historic Annapolis Curator of Collections Robin Gower talks about the acorn. On Friday, Historic Annapolis brought back an important historical
artifact, the acorn that once sat atop the State House, to its museum at 99 Main St. PAUL W. GILLESPIE/BALTIMORE SUN MEDIA

Original Maryland State House acorn
returns to Annapolis after 25 years
By Brooks DuBose
If one small acorn can birth a forest of
might oaks, it’s only fitting that Annapolis’
giant acorn marked the birth of our nation.
That acorn, which sat atop the Maryland State House for two centuries, has
been squirreled away at a conservation lab
in Calvert County since 1996. But now it’s
coming home.
On Friday, the 250-pound gilded acorn,
made of cypress wood, covered in copper
alloy sheets, and measuring around 4 feet tall,
was returned to Annapolis. It will be put on
display at 99 Main St. later this month as part
of an expansive citywide tour of Annapolis
history hosted by Historic Annapolis called
“Annapolis: An American Story,” which will
have a grand opening next spring. Acquiring the iconic nut-shaped artifact was a
joint effort by Historic Annapolis, The State
House Trust and the Department of General
Services.
“HA has been planning this exhibit for so
long and to finally see it all coming together —
it always was the vision and the hope that the
acorn would be part of that storytelling and a
showpiece within the exhibit,” said Mary-Angela Hardwick, vice president of education
and interpretation at Historic Annapolis.
Since its completion in 1788, the distinctive
white dome and golden acorn above the State
House have been a defining characteristic of
Annapolis’ skyline at the center of the city.
For the past quarter century, the acorn has
lived at the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory at Jefferson Patterson Park
and Museum in St. Leonard where it was
preserved and studied. A replica was installed
in 1996 to continue anchoring a lightning rod
that juts above the soaring dome.
When the original acorn arrived midday
Friday at the future home of the Historic
Annapolis Museum, it was tightly wrapped in
plastic, and strapped inside a wooden moving
box marked “Fragile.” Movers from Bonsai

Fine Arts, a professional art handling firm,
carefully maneuvered the acorn off the truck
and through the doorway of the building with
only inches to spare.
A section of the acorn has been cut away
to reveal a complex display of wooden slats,
some of which have rotted away or been
charred by lightning strikes. The golden paint
on the upper two-thirds and dark green on
the lower third has faded to a pale white and
deep brown, respectively, by thousands of
hours of sunlight.
“It’s not in a pristine condition. It’s in
sort of the condition as it was when it was
removed,” said Elaine Rice Bachmann, state
archivist and secretary of the State House
Trust. “It’s a fascinating object just to see
something that did sit atop the State House
for over 200 years.”
In 1993, around the 208th anniversary of
its construction, extensive damage and dry
rot were discovered in the acorn by steeplejacks and later confirmed by state architectural historian Orlando Ridout V. Centuries
of Maryland rain, snow and other harsh
weather had taken their toll.
Ridout’s discovery wasn’t all bad. According to a Baltimore Sun article published at
the time, Ridout was surprised to find how
much of the acorn’s building material dated
to the 18th century, including the metal
covering and decorations and the exterior,
which was marked with dozens of names,
dates and initials from those who worked on
it. In 1996, the administration of Gov. Parris
Glendening announced that the acorn would
be replaced with a new one made by Maryland craftspeople. It was removed later that
year by helicopter.
After careful maneuvering Friday, the
fragile relic finally came to rest in a special
climate-controlled display case in the front
room of 99 Main St. The acorn is on loan from
the State of Maryland for 10 years. During its
stay with Historic Annapolis, the technology
inside the case is able to monitor and regulate

temperature, humidity and other factors to
keep it preserved.
Starting Nov. 28 and lasting through the
winter, the acorn will be on public display.
Then this spring, Historic Annapolis will hold
a grand opening of the museum, the starting
point of an extensive tour of 11 historic locations throughout Annapolis.
Acorns were a somewhat common decorative architectural flair in the 18th century, so
it was significant for one to be placed on the
State House, Bachmann said.
The original was designed by Joseph Clark,
a London-trained architect, as a symbol of
wisdom and judgment. Clark was tapped
to design a new roof and dome for the State
House in 1785 after the initial roof, a cupola,
was plagued by leaks and design problems.
The dome and the acorn were completed in
1788.
“The dome was the highest and most visible point, one of the most architecturally
sophisticated buildings in the entire colonies and it was recognized as such,” Bachmann said.
Crafted from cypress, a durable, weather-resistant softwood harvested from the
Eastern Shore, the acorn rested around 200
feet above the ground, a silent witness to
many momentous events in early American
history that took place in the oldest working
capitol building in the United States.
The acorn served as the stabilizing base of
a 28-foot lightning rod and flagstaff designed
by Benjamin Franklin, which was the largest
working rod at the time. The original lightning rod remains at the top of the dome to
this day.
After the original acorn was removed, a
new one clad in copper, gilded and painted
to match original drawings by Charles Willson Peale from 1789, was installed at a cost
of $84,000. About 10 years ago, the state
completed an $800,000 restoration job
on the State House dome, which included
regilding the golden acorn.

Howard County Del. Vanessa Atterbeary is the new chairperson of a key
committee in the state legislature that
handles taxes, gambling and education
issues.
Atterbeary, a Democrat, was named to
lead the House of Delegates Ways and
Means Committee by House Speaker
Adrienne A. Jones.
Atterbeary replaces Del. Anne Kaiser,
a Prince George’s County Democrat who
stepped down from her leadership post
and who has been moved to another
committee.
In a statement Tuesday, Jones said
Atterbeary has “proven herself to be a
leader that can bring members together,
forge consensus and create meaningful
change.” Atterbeary’s most recent post
was vice chair of the Judiciary Committee, where she helped shape a sweeping
package of policing reforms. She also has
focused on gun control measures.
Taking Atterbeary’s place as vice chair
of the House Judiciary Committee is Del.
David Moon, a Montgomery County
Democrat who has pushed for progressive criminal justice reforms, including
advocating for marijuana legalization.
Also, Jones named freshman Del.
Brian Crosby, a Southern Maryland
Democrat, as vice chair of the Economic
Matters Committee, which handles business regulation issues. Crosby will take
the place of Del. Kathleen Dumais, who
is leaving the legislature to accept an
appointment to be a judge in Montgomery County.
Dumais also had been the co-chair
of the Joint Committee on Legislative
Ethics, where she’ll be replaced by Del.
Sandy Bartlett, an Anne Arundel County
Democrat.
Lawmakers will return Dec. 6 to
Annapolis for a special session to adopt
a new map for congressional districts.
The regular legislative session is scheduled to convene on Jan. 12.

Del. Vanessa Atterbeary, a Howard County
Democrat, has been named as chair of the
House Ways and Means Committee, which
handles taxes, gambling and education
issues. PAUL W. GILLESPIE/BALTIMORE SUN
MEDIA

MDE releases plan to update stormwater systems for climate change
By Rachael Pacella
The Maryland Department of Environment has released a report that it says
will be a roadmap for updating stormwater management practices to address more
frequent and intense storms and flooding
events occurring due to climate change.
The department said it will immediately develop draft updates to Maryland’s
stormwater design standards to account for
increased stormwater runoff based on future
climate change projections.
It will also seek to create watershed-specific action plans, along with local jurisdictions, that can be used to leverage $1 billion
from FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Program, MDE said
in a news release.
MDE projects that between 2020 and
2070 there will be an 11% increase in
the amount of rain that will fall during a
1-year storm, or a storm that has a chance
of happening once every year, based on a
forecast released this spring by the RAND
Corporation.
MDE said it may propose an increase in
the use of green infrastructure in response.
The department is also working with
jurisdictions to identify and map all flood
events that have occurred since 2000. It has
applied for a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for the mapping
project, and will also catalog the size, capacity and age of existing best management

Theresa Deminne, of Hughesville, and Robert Frederick, her neighbor, stand over a corrugated
metal pipe that discharges water from their neighborhood into the Patuxent River on Sept.
19. Deminne has been dealing with repeated large sinkholes in her yard. Frederick’s family also
has them. Charles County has done little to address the problem because it doesn’t own the
stormwater infrastructure that is failing beneath her property. KIM HAIRSTON/BALTIMORE SUN

practices used to reduce pollution across
the state.
In areas where floods have happened

since 2000, the department may decide to
require that infrastructure be sufficient to
manage peak flow of a 2-year storm and a

10-year storm, which are more severe than
a 1-year storm. MDE said it is also considering increasing the peak flow builders must
manage to a 25-year storm in watersheds
where floods have occurred.
The state may also require jurisdictions
to complete watershed studies and create
watershed-specific flood plans, which
would look at the cumulative effects of past
and future land development, stormwater
quantity management requirements for
new development and at upgrading existing practices. Planning for climate change
and changing infrastructure needs will save
the state more than it costs, MDE said, citing
the National Institute of Building Sciences’
estimate that $6 is saved in disaster relief
costs for every $1 spent on planning.
Between 2050 and 2100, precipitation will
increase even more, with the average 1-year
storm growing 19% above today’s standard.
“Aggressive and achievable stormwater
requirements for large Maryland jurisdictions are a critical part of our comprehensive, science-based plan for restoring the
Chesapeake Bay,” Environment Secretary
Ben Grumbles said in a statement.
The department also announced that it
has issued five-year stormwater permits for
three large Maryland counties: Anne Arundel, Baltimore and Montgomery, as well
as Baltimore City. The municipal separate
storm sewer system permits, also called
MS4, are issued under the federal Clean
Water Act.

