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COVID-19 Updates and Recommendations

What to Look For in October!

Currently, the Lake Roland Nature Center is open for
visitation and restroom use. All individuals entering the
Nature Center must wear a mask. We are now accepting
pavilion requests for rental dates. Pavilions will still be
open for unreserved day use. The Dog Park and Playground
are open. Lake Roland will continue to host outdoor
programs through the fall months. Space is limited and preregistration is required. For more information, please visit
our website at www.lakeroland.org

Snowberry Clearwing Caterpillar

Upcoming Programs:
Plant Invader Hike
Saturday, October 9th, 9:00am -11:00am
Ages 12+
FREE
Join volunteers for a two hour walk through Lake Roland
while we identify some of the most common invasive plants
that are negatively impacting our park.
Halloween Scavenger Hunt
Sunday October 31st, 10:00am - 4:00pm
All Ages
$3 per person ($2 members)
Come enjoy our reinvented way of Trick-or-Treating. Begin
at the Nature Center to start the hunt. Find clues, snap a
photo, and return to the Nature Center for a sweet surprise.
Don't forget your costume!

The snowberry clearwing takes its name
from the snowberry plant, a deciduous
shrub in the honeysuckle family, which the
caterpillar is particularly fond of. This
caterpillar then becomes a moth that is
sometimes called "hummingbird moth" or
"flying lobster".
Milkweed Seedpods

These seed pods are now splitting open
and releasing a large, yet lightweight seed
attached to long filamentous hairs.
Milkweed seeds prefer disturbed soil and
full sun. On a windy day these seeds can
travel many miles.

Nature Quest: Our Canoe Trip and the Upcoming Nature Quest Fest
By Kyle Brickell
We couldn't have asked for better weather as we slid
our canoes down the shore and into the water. Paddlers
were able to see osprey, red-bellied cooters, sycamore
trees, and many other plants and animals as we made our
way to the Nature Quest post on Willow Island. After
battling the overgrown weeds we learned about the birds,
trees, and amphibians that call the island home. Then we
found our Nature Quest post and made our stamps for our
Nature Quest Passports. Be sure to join us on Sunday,
October 24th from 12pm - 2pm for our annual Nature
Quest Fest! There will be raffles, food, games and
activities for all ages. Admission is FREE with the
completion of 5+ Nature Quest Trail Stamps. Email us to
register today!

Staff Spotlight
Say Hello to Alan!
Hey there! My name is Allan
Corman and I’m one of the
newest Park
Rangers/Activity
Coordinators here at Lake
Roland. I’m lucky in that I
was able to achieve my
“dream jobs”. I was an
Animal Control Officer
serving Prince George’s
County, MD; the City of
Greenbelt, MD; and a sworn
Officer with the City of
Alexandria, VA where I lived for 10 years.
After spending a few years off being a stay-at-home dad, I wanted to
get back into the work force and pursue my other dream of being a
Park Ranger. I gained seasonal experience as a Park Ranger, and in
July 2021 I was offered the role of Park Ranger/Activity Coordinator
here at Lake Roland and look forward to a long, successful career
here!
I currently reside in Howard County with my wife, daughter, 3 cats, a
dog, and 7 chickens, although I do dream of expanding the family
farm. If you see me around the park, don't be shy, say hi!
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Lake Roland Wish List
Please consider visiting the Lake Roland
Amazon Wishlist and donating an item.
Anything helps!

Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon
Smile Account can be accessed by selecting
the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our
website at LakeRoland.org or by clicking the
links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a
nonprofit division of Amazon that will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible
products to the Lake Roland Nature
Council. It is a safe and secure way to
support the park without any cost to you.
Amazon Wish List
AmazonSmile Account

The Buzz on Electric Vehicles
by Elizabeth Crampton
There's been a lot of talk about electric vehicles
lately in all media platforms; from TV news stations, to
radio, to podcasts, and more. Many companies are
adding fully electric vehicles to their line up, or
switching to exclusively producing the battery powered
chariots. Volkswagen has made a goal to be all electric
by 2026. Ford has a new electric truck model in the
works and the production of new battery giga factories.
Tesla was the first all-electric car company to exist, but it
will certainly not be the last. Every major car company at
this point has at least one all-electric vehicle that they
have produced. There's a good reason companies are
making the shift: global sales of electric vehicles
The newly designed Volkswagen bus, with a fully electric engine.
accelerated in 2020, rising 43% to 3.24 million
despite car sales generally decreasing during the covid-19 pandemic.
With almost $32.7 billion to be invested over the next few years, Volkswagen is aiming to be all electric by 2026. The
same year will be the final one that the group develops a combustion engine. There are already 70 new models of fully
electric vehicles in line for production.
Ford has also just recently announced that they are going to be manufacturing electric F-series pickup trucks and
advanced batteries. They plan on building three battery plants called Blue Oval City which will produce the batteries for
these vehicles. The three battery factories will produce 129 GWh of battery cells per year for Ford’s production of
electric vehicles.
So, why is there such a surge in electric vehicle production? There are a few reasons that factor into the increase in
both the supply and the demand for electric vehicles. Rising fuel prices, lower production costs, lower costs to charge the
battery at charging stations, government support and incentives, and the benefit to the environmental by way of lowered
emissions are all steering the market towards a battery powered future. They also have increased fuel efficiency and
improved battery storage. If electricity costs $0.13 per kilowatt-hour, charging an EV with a 200-mile range (assuming a
fully depleted 66 kWh battery) will only cost about $9 to reach a full charge.
According to the latest forecast by the investment bank UBS, in the year 2025 up to 20% of global car sales will be for
electric cars. They also predict that by 2030 up to 40% of the sales will be for electric cars, and that virtually all global
car sales will be for electric vehicles by the year 2040. And these cars won't just be fuel efficient; they'll be fully
customizable and virtually all will have some kind of autonomous driving system. But, predictions are just that,
predictions. It will be exciting to see what the future holds for personal transportation, and it gives us joy to envision a
path that leads to more environmental consciousness. See you there!

Join Lake Roland!
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We rely on membership fees and donations to fund the Lake Roland Nature Council’s
efforts and projects in the park. Please join us in supporting Lake Roland.
To become a member: Visit us at lakeroland.org - Join Lake Roland
For any questions and/or concerns: Please contact us by email at
LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov or by phone at 410-887-4156.

