
Lake Roland Nature Council Board Meeting 
October 20, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

Meeting held via Zoom 
 
 
Meeting convened at 6:31 pm. 
 
Board Members Present: Gero (chair), Jeffery, Steve, Dorothea, Peter, Carlton, Dwight, Lydia, 
Rick, Howdy, Roger, Lissa, Kathryn, Beth, Christine, Jonathan (staff) 
 
 
1. Approval of previous months BOD meeting minutes 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report       Jeffrey Budnitz  
 

Oct 19, 21 
 
ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings     123,049.67 
Total Current Assets     123,049.67 
Fixed Assets      447,679.42 
TOTAL ASSETS     570,729.09 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity       570,729.09 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY   570,729.09 
 

3. Staff Report        Jonathan Wood  
Fishing tournament for young women this Saturday, first ever. Steve will help out and learn so 
the LRNC may replicate this in the future. Nature Quest will happen on Sunday. Will include a 
fire prevention talk that’s open to the public. Next weekend will feature a Scary Stories campfire 
and scavenger hunt. There is a fee this year so not as many have registered. There are several 
talks and hikes planned for the coming weeks. There will be Thanksgiving Day yoga. There are 
numerous openings for volunteers for the November programs. Gero suggested that Jonathan 
internship information on the website so that people can see that we have them and 
what they would entail. The Executive Committee will discuss once staff have been able to 
research.  
 
4. Membership Committee        Jeffrey Budnitz  
165 LRNC members. Jonathan is preparing for the annual membership mailing.  
 
5. Environmental         Peter Lev  
Invasive plants item: South part of Serpentine, a limited amount of miscanthus. Relatively easy 
to control without spraying. North part of Serpentine, near the Orange Trail, a few acres of 
miscanthus (1,000+ plants). Need to organize volunteers to cut and/or spray to control them. 
Dwight noted that this is an easy plant to spray (after cutting down) due to their size and 
concentration. Jonathan stated that miscanthus problem should be addressed starting this 
winter. Digging up is a possible solution, but not with a large volume of plants.  
 



Fountain grass has been identified in the old rugby field, where it is already a problem. Need to 
cut and/or spray and/or dig up before it gets out of control. A few fountain grass plants near the 
Serpentine meadow. Need to organize volunteers to spray and/or dig them up before they get 
out of control.  
 
Peter will schedule a meeting of the Environmental Committee. 
 
6. Historical Preservation        Howdy  
Jonathan and Howdy met with Kat from Towson U. about the MOU. Priority was to ensure that 
any artifacts from the park stay in the park. This may take some time, and if it stalls then 
students won’t be able to conduct their research. Jonathan is working with Kat on solutions to 
ensure that work won’t be held up. This may include a research permit, which would be much 
simpler than an MOU mechanism and would benefit future collaborations.  
 
7. Paw Point          Siobhan and Beth  
1,112 members. Beth is preparing for registration drives.  
 
8. Trails          Jeffrey and Gero  
Discussed an update provided by email in advance of the meeting. 
 
9. Recreation         Howdy Knipp  
Howdy and Gero have been talking with a LRNC member named Jaron, who has an interest in 
trail maintenance and works with MORE (Maryland Off Road Enthusiasts – a trail maintenance 
+ mountain biking-focused group). They have done a lot of work at Loch Raven and other parks 
in the past. The group has been operating since 1992 and partners with local governments to 
perform trail maintenance, which benefits their riders as well as the general public. Gero noted 
that they share the understanding that bikers may only utilize bike-designated trails and appear 
to be respectful of other park rules. There would need to be discussions around areas that they 
would focus on. This could a beneficial relationship for the park, potentially allowing MORE to 
work on bike trails while the LRNC could focus its resources in other priorities. Dwight 
expressed concerns about biking in general and discussed his experience at Loch Raven and 
Patapsco. Gero noted that MORE is focused on issues such as erosion to protect the trails, and 
that Loch Raven trails have not been maintained by the City or County, leading to substantial 
erosion and other issues. Dwight suggested finding a way to document the trails to measure the 
effects of erosion and impacts on wildflowers, etc. over time. Jeffrey stated that he worked with 
Jaron over the weekend and was impressed by his professionalism, and that he sees value in a 
potential partnership. Jonathan expressed support for utilizing a partnership such as this if it 
could benefit the park. Kathryn asked if EC members have seen MORE’s work, and the group 
discussed arranging an outing, as this is a critical point. 
 
10. Old Business:  
Elections will take place at the November meeting.  

• Board elections: Up to seven members per “class” may be elected each year. 
• Officer elections: President and Vice President are up for election.  

 
11. New Business:  

• Residents’ committee discussion 
Rick noted that there hasn’t been evidence of activity over the past five years. Rick brought up a 
person that may have contacted the council regarding a lot next door to them being developed 
that was also next to the park. Jeffrey gave the back story of the lot and that the council had 

http://www.more-mtb.org/


been contacted about it and asked to take a position of opposition and that it was not in the 
purview of the council to be involved in opposing development outside the park. It was further 
stated by Jeffrey that there haven’t been many issues to address and of those issues 90% 
originate on Copper Hill Road. Gero stated that the LRNC Executive Committee and Park Staff 
have been addressing these issues as they arise and all e-mails sent to the Residents 
Committee’s e-mail address are automatically forwarded to the Park Staff and the Executive 
Committee.  The Residents’ committee was created specifically to address issues originating in 
the park and affecting neighbors around the park as outlined on the committee page 
https://www.lakeroland.org/committee/residents-committee/. For issues originating outside the 
park that may have some form of effect on the park, those issues are in the purview of Baltimore 
County Government, the Lake Roland Nature Council’s partner in the park. For example, park 
staff and the nature council are working with Copper Hill resident Aviva Hord to address park 
trees that lean over the road. Rick indicated that there could be value in the Residents 
Committee and Environmental Committee combining forces. Jeffrey noted that the 
Environmental Committee needs to be reenergized, expanded and for example, the committee 
providing educational information to residents regarding the impact of invasive plants, and didn’t 
see any value in linking the two committees, if anything it creates goal congruence issues and 
confusion. 

 

https://www.lakeroland.org/committee/residents-committee/

