Lake Roland Nature Council Minutes
July 21 at 6:30 PM
Meeting held via Zoom

Board Members Present: Kurt Davis, Howdy Knipp, Jeffrey Budnitz, Roger Gookin, Dwight
Johnson, Beth Hoker, Christine Corbitt, Carlton Sexton, Gero Verheyen, Dorothea Lankford,
Lissa Rotundo, Steve Bruno

Also Present: Ranger Jonathan Wood, Kay McConnell

President Kurt Davis called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm

Approval of Minutes:
July 2021 BOD meeting cancelled — no minutes

Treasurer’s Report:

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings 100,595.58
Total Current Assets 100.595.58
Fixed Assets 442,069.29
TOTAL ASSETS 542,664.87
LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Other Current Liabilities 79,484.00
Total Current Liabilities 79,484.00
Total Liabilities 79,804.22
Equity 463,180.87
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 542,664.87
Staff Report:

1) Collen Lacey resigned last month — reduced staff are filling for her until a replacement
can be found.

2) Summer Camps are doing well in spite of heat. All camps full.

3) Two new youth employees from Baltimore County — working 8:00am to 4:00pm —
Roman and Niles

4) Canoe trips cancelled due to water restrictions — will be rescheduled.

5) Three new staff hires have been approved and will be in the park soon.

6) Discussion regarding new non-profit forms on the website. Jonathan feels confident that
new forms will reduce confusion about park usage.



Committee Reports:
Membership: 160 members

Environmental and Historic Preservation— Peter Lev was unable to attend so no report. Here, in
written form, is Peter’s report.

1) Our consultant Roger Latham replied to a query about Miscanthus in the Serpentine by
suggesting several ways to control this invasive. He sent along a fact sheet which you can
find on the Lake Roland website: https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/management_fact sheet miscanthus.pdf According to Roger, it
is important to work on controlling Miscanthus every single year. So, we need to make a
plan every winter and then execute it.

2) Ph.D. student Justin Robert O’Neill is visiting the Serpentine remediated meadow
approx. every two weeks for a Pollinator Research Study supervised by U. of Maryland
Assistant Professor Anahi Espindola. Anahi and Justin have laid out 4 smaller transepts
(20 meters long) to record on each visit which plants are blooming in the meadow. They
have marked 3 larger transepts (50 meters by 2 meters) to research which pollinators
(bees and hoverflies) are using which plants. Both Anahi and Justin are excited to
discover the connections between pollinator species and plant species; this has evidently
not been studied for East Coast serpentine barrens. The Pollinator Study is expected to
continue for more than one year.

Historic Preservation—Professor Kath Sterner of Towson University will be holding a field
study at Lake Roland starting on September 22 and running for 5 days. Towson University is
reviewing a MOU and upon approval that document will be sent to LRNC and Baltimore County
for comments/approval no later than August 16. MOU will guarantee that LRNC can attend
classes and have access to all data produced. We will set up a meeting one week before start of
classes for LRNC to meet Professor Sterner.

Gero brought up that there is a biking map (Strava?) that highlights the serpentine, purple trail,
the brick pile and the historic barn. There was a brief discussion for the need to confine biking to
very specific trails within the park. The discussion was tabled for another meeting.

Paw Point— 995 tags so far.

Trails— Lots of work going on at the new Nature Center Trail. Two bridges and one learning
node completed — the second learning node to be completed this coming weekend.

Clearing of fallen trees on the blue trail was completed.
LRNC has now sold most of the locations for Memorial Benches and Memorial Trees. 10
benches sold to date. We will be designating additional bench locations. Howdy suggested a

bench near the Ranger Station.

Recreation— Tour of Lake Roland to ID turtle species was rescheduled to late July.


https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/management_fact_sheet_miscanthus.pdf
https://www.lakeroland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/management_fact_sheet_miscanthus.pdf

Old Business:

Memorial Trash Receptacles — A new “sample” memorial trash receptacle is to be installed in
front of the Nature Center (replacing the existing on at the bridge, which will be relocated to
Acorn Hill). The plan is to replace all trash receptacles on the peninsula over time.

The EC is still working on the access issues for the Falls Road Red Trail entrance. Kurt and

Jeffrey have a scheduled call with local politicians to again explain the issues of access at this
entrance. We will also be discussing the Pink Trail access to the light rail trestle.

New Business:
Steve Bruno was nominated for the open At-Large seat on the Executive Committee. The board
unanimously approved his appointment to the seat.

Howdy Knipp suggested that the LRNC have a casual meet up in the next month for the board.
EC will discuss at the next scheduled meeting. Most present agreed that it was a good idea.

The meeting adjourned at 7:24 pm.

Minutes taken by Kurt Davis.



