
What to Look For in June!
Irises Strike a Pose

Woodland Strawberry

LAKE ROLAND 
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

J U N E  2021

Brood X Jamboree
Saturday June 19th, 1:00pm - 3:00pm

All Ages                    FREE!
It’s been 17 years in the making, but the Brood X cicadas
are finally here, and it's time to celebrate! Join us anytime
between 1-3pm for a drop-in learning session. 

Poké Quest
Sunday, June 27th, 1:30pm - 4:00pm

Ages 6+          $5 per person ($3 members) 
The Professor needs your help with a special Pokémon
research project! Once complete, you will be rewarded
with a mystery prize. You do not need the Pokémon Go
App for this event, but a phone will help you in your quest.

Although non-native, yellow irises are 
 beautiful flowers we have here at Lake
Roland. Look for them along the edge of
the lake between the pump house and
fishing pier.

Currently, Lake Roland's Nature Center is open for
visitation and restroom use. All individuals are required to
wear a mask. We are now accepting pavilion requests for
rental dates at 50% capacity. Pavilions will still be open for
unreserved day use. The Dog Park and Playground are
open. Lake Roland will continue to host outdoor programs
through the summer months. Space is limited and pre-
registration is required. Masks must be worn at all times
during a program. For more information, please visit our
website at  www.lakeroland.org

Woodland strawberry, a close cousin of
wild strawberry, is a native perennial
often found in forests and some swamps.
They grow 4-6 inches off the ground and
have a conically shaped red fruit with
seeds projecting out from the surface.

COVID-19 Updates and Recommendations 

1000 Lakeside Drive, Baltimore, MD, 21210

Upcoming Programs:

Editors:  Kyle  Brickel l  and Colleen Lacy



Nature Center Open for Visitation!

Please consider visiting the Lake Roland
Amazon Wishlist and donating an item.
Anything helps!

 
Links to our Amazon Wish List and Amazon
Smile Account can be accessed by selecting
the Donate to Lake Roland tab on our
website at LakeRoland.org or by clicking the
links at the bottom. AmazonSmile is a
nonprofit division of Amazon that will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible
products to the Lake Roland Nature
Council. It is a safe and secure way to
support the park without any cost to you.
                     Amazon Wish List
                 AmazonSmile Account

Staff Spotlight
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Lake Roland Wish List

The Nature Center is now
open for visitors! We are
still operating under
limited capacity, and
masks are required for all
guests. Open hours are
Tuesday - Sunday, 9am -
5pm. We will close the
center from 12:30pm to
1:30pm to allow our staff
to sanitize restrooms. The
Nature Center will still be
closed on Mondays and
government holidays.

Say Hello to Lena!
Hello all, my name is
Evangeline Sawyers, Lena for
short. I’ve been working here
at Lake Roland for almost a
year now! I started during the
COVID-19 pandemic as an
intern developing a children’s
workbook. Now I am a
seasoned naturalist and future
summer camp counselor. I
recently graduated from
Towson University with a
bachelor’s in environmental
science and a minor in
biology. I am extremely
interested in the conservation
science and wildlife management fields. I especially love all types of
marine ecosystems and many reptiles! I grew up with a few unusual
pets like snakes, lizards, and even a baby American alligator. 
When I’m not working, you can find me doing just about anything
outside! I love to hike, garden, hula hoop, roller skate, and practice
yoga among many other activities. You will find me here this summer
at Lake Roland teaching our summer camp. 

http://lakeroland.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2C7XJI9JX4VCX?&sort=default
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=45-1462130&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_45-1462130_cl


A Historical Time Line of Lake Roland
By Marta Mills

The area around Lake Roland has abundant natural resources of water, trees, wetlands, and wildlife, but also has a rich
human history that dates back centuries. This time line provides a summary of the historical high points of this area over
the last 200 years.

1838: The Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad, which ran through Lake Roland and connects to York, PA, was
completed. President Abraham Lincoln traveled on this railroad to deliver the Gettysburg Address. The line was renamed
the Northern Central Railroad and now serves as Baltimore’s Light Rail track.

1853: A private company purchased land near the present-day Lake Roland to build a water system. Within several years,
the city of Baltimore, which had no municipal water source, purchased the company. Soon afterward, the city began
construction on a reservoir to provide drinking water to residents of Baltimore. It was named after Roland Run, which got
its name from Rowland Thornberry who surveyed the tract in the late 17th century.

1860s: During the Civil War, Federal troops were stationed at Lake Roland to protect the rail transportation of troops and
supplies. The system supplied the whole city with water by 1862, but within a few years it was clear there were siltation
problems and the system could not meet the growing city’s heavy demand for water.

1862: The reservoir was renamed Swann Lake after Baltimore Mayor Thomas Swann.

1872: Two large water pumps were installed on the Gunpowder River to replenish Lake Roland when the water level ran
low. Two years later, periodic dredging of the lake began. 

1912: The city stopped using the lake as a water source because of the continued problems of siltation and water
pollution.

1915: Loch Raven dam construction was completed, which ended the use of Lake Roland as a water source.

1940s and 1950s: Baltimore consolidated the land to form the park. The Lakeside Trolley transported crowds to visit the
park. 

1992: Most of the park was declared a National Historic District in recognition of its many historic elements, including
the Greek Revival pump house, the dam, and structures from the Baltimore & Susquehanna Railroad.

2009: Oversight of the park shifted from the city of Baltimore to Baltimore County, which made significant
improvements, including a new bridge over the Jones Falls, a new pavilion and dog park, and a boardwalk from the Falls
Road Light Rail lot. 

2015: Baltimore County renamed the park Lake Roland and broke ground on the Nature Center, which was 
completed in 2016. 
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By Marta Mills

A Time Line of Lake Roland's History



Our Diamondback Terrapin is no small
reptile, and towards the end of winter
Lake Roland decided it was time to
upgrade her exhibit. All the staff
worked diligently to build her a new
home, which includes a 100 gallon
swimming area, dedicated wrap-around
basking porch, new filtration system,
acrylic windows, and a beautifully
painted background mural. Come say
hello to our terrapin, and all of our
other animal ambassadors, in the
Nature Center which has been recently
reopened to the public (masks still
required). 

Fighting from the brink of
extinction, the bald eagle population in
the lower 48 states has officially
quadrupled since 2009. This is being
considered a “truly historic conservation
success story.” In 1917, the bald eagle
was considered a menace in Alaska and
the government enacted a bounty for
their killing of up to a dollar per bird. By
the mid-20th century, inly a few hundred
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We rely on membership fees and donations to fund the Lake Roland Nature Council’s 
efforts and projects in the park. Please join us in supporting Lake Roland.

To become a member: Visit us at lakeroland.org - Join Lake Roland
                                           For any questions and/or concerns: Please contact us by email at                                            

LakeRol-RP@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov or by phone at 410-887-4156.

Join Lake Roland!

Bald Eagle Populations Soar

Terrapin Gets a Tune Up

by Taylor Pearson

eagles were left alive in the United States, many others being killed off by the widespread use of the pesticide
DDT. After the banning of DDT, the bald eagle population was able to bounce back and be taken off of the
Endangered Species list by 2007. Through continued efforts by the public, the national bird is now thriving
again.


