Lake Roland Nature Council Minutes

May 19, 2021 at 6:30 PM
Meeting held via Zoom

Board Members Present: Kurt Davis, Howdy Knipp, Jeffrey Budnitz, Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz,
Lydia Redding, Peter Lev, Marc Klein, Roger Gookin, Dwight Johnson, Beth Hoker, Christine
Corbitt, Rick North, Carlton Sexton, Gero Verheyen, Dorothea Lankford

Also Present: Ranger Jonathan Wood, Kay McConnell

President Kurt Davis called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm

Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the April 2021 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings 95,092.71
Total Current Assets 95,092.71
Fixed Assets 442,069.29
TOTAL ASSETS 537,162.00
LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable 320.22
Other Current Liabilities 79,484.00
Total Current Liabilities 79,804.22
Total Liabilities 79,804.22
Equity 457,357.78
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 537,162.00
Staff Report:

Jonathan Wood reported that things are opening up in both the County and the State. Lake
Roland remains busy even though people have more options. Those who discovered the park
during Covid will probably keep coming.

The Nature Center has officially reopened. Masks are still required inside. Indoor programming
is allowed, capped at 50% capacity. Bathrooms are open 9-5, except for an hour 12:30-1:30
required for cleaning.



Dirt bikers (one or two) are riding the trails Tuesday or Wednesday, middle of the day. These
are illegal motor vehicles, not allowed on any trail. If you see a dirt bike on Lake Roland trails,
immediately call the Nature Center. Staff will notify the police.

Program notes: On Sunday, May 23 there is a honeybee program with Beekeeper Dan and
Naturalist Marta. Nature Scouts have been running for about a month. A Father’s Day canoe
and fishing program is scheduled for June 20.

New canoes and new paddles have gone out for a program. Jonathan thanked the Nature Council
for buying the paddles. The next step will be to get the canoe container set up near the water.

Committee Reports:
Membership: 156 members

Environmental and Historic Preservation— Peter Lev said Guilford Garden Club made a two-
minute video about restoration of the serpentine meadow. The title is “Tending Ancient Land:
Restoration of Bare Hills Serpentine Barrens.” The video is now on the LRNC website,
Serpentine Restoration page.

Justin O’Neill of the University of Maryland (Ph.D. student) will be at Bare Hills Barrens May
20-21 to do research on the pollinator study.

Historic Preservation—Howdy Knipp said any work on historic sites in the park is on hold until
Kath Sterner of Towson University can look at the sites this summer and make some
recommendations. Professor Sterner will be researching the sites as part of a class scheduled for
fall. She has both GPS and GPR (ground-penetrating radar) available.

Paw Point— 879 tags so far.

Trails— Gero and Jeffrey ground one last stump for the Nature Center Trail. People are already
using this trail. They did some work on Lakeside Drive, pulling some large stones out of the
stream and repositioning them on the road border.

LRNC has now sold most of the locations for Memorial Benches and Memorial Trees. Board
members are welcome to suggest additional locations. Howdy suggested a bench near the
Ranger Station. We are looking for other ideas for funding work in the park. Dorothea
suggested we could sell naming rights to the Nature Center Trail. Gero said we could sell
benches carved from large trees that come down, and use the money to underwrite costs of tree
work.

Gero said that when the concrete pad is put in for a bench near the upper parking lot, a pad near
the dock to hold the canoe container will also be put in.

Recreation— No report except to mention upcoming canoe trips. Basic paddling skills—
rescheduled to June 6. Tour of Lake Roland to ID turtle species—June 26. There are a few
Signup Genius requests for volunteers to help with canoe trips.



Announcement:

Kurt announced that Lake Roland has been chosen as the site for a Covid Memorial Sculpture
commissioned by Baltimore County. After a national call for proposals, a County Executive
Committee of seven people will evaluate the responses. Kurt is a member of that committee,
which also includes some experts on public memorial staging.

New Business:
Covid policies are changing quickly (see “Staff Report,” above). Water fountains remain closed.
Jonathan suggested we might move to water bottle filling stations rather than water fountains.

Jeffrey said that Lake Roland needs attractive and durable trash receptacles at least in the central
area of the park (main entrance, dam, peninsula). He’s looking for a way to present that so
people will be willing to donate the needed funds.

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.

Minutes taken by Peter Lev.



