Lake Roland Nature Council Minutes

April 21, 2021 at 6:30 PM
Meeting held via Zoom

Board Members Present: Kurt Davis, Howdy Knipp, Jeffrey Budnitz, Siobhan O’Brien Budnitz,
Lydia Redding, Peter Lev, Marc Klein, Lissa Rotundo, Steve Bruno, Roger Gookin, Dwight
Johnson, McKay Jenkins

Also Present: Ranger Jonathan Wood, Kay McConnell, Kimberly Warren

President Kurt Davis called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm

Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the March 2021 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings 88,348.23
Total Current Assets 88,348.23
Fixed Assets 441,979.69
TOTAL ASSETS 530,327.92
LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Other Current Liabilities 79,484.00
Total Current Liabilities 79,484.00
Total Liabilities 79,484.00
Equity 450,843.92

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 530,327.92

Staff Report:
Jonathan Wood reported that the program limit for Lake Roland has been raised from 10 to 15
participants. CPR training, funded by the Nature Council, will be May 3.

Earth Day activities included a garden cleanup on the peninsula, picking invasive garlic mustard,
stream cleanup in canoes, and a few native plantings in the rain garden. Some volunteers not
affiliated with LRNC or organized park activities have been cleaning up the Blue Trail, Roland
Run, and Towson Run.



Summer camp 2021 is filled. We’re allowing kids to attend only one session in order to serve a
wide range of children and families. Each session is taking a waiting list of 5-10 children. If we
get the go-ahead to increase camp size, we will.

Hiring of 3 activity coordinators has been approved. These are 29 hours/week positions. We
had these positions 3 years ago, but they have not been filled since then.

Jeffrey Budnitz commented that Rec. and Parks did well in the County budget process and we
can expect that funding to have a positive effect on Lake Roland and other parks.

Committee Reports:
Membership: 153 members. A number of people signed up to take advantage of a camp
discount.

Environmental and Historic Preservation— Peter Lev said Anahi Espindola (Assistant Professor,
U. of Maryland) and Justin O’Neill (Ph. D. student) visited Bare Hills Barrens to choose and
mark plots for their study of pollinators—bees and hoverflies—and the plants they use. Peter
and Lissa Rotundo showed Anahi and Justin the restored meadow, the Orange Trail, and points
in between. Only the meadow works for their study. Anahi and Justin marked plots with metal
stakes and attached red and green ribbons. Peter said the markers will need to be mapped so we
can pull them out or avoid them during annual mowing.

This year’s plan for Miscanthus removal involves spraying from the Orange Trail, where the
problem is severe, and digging up a few plants near the meadow to see if that is an effective
solution.

The source of Miscanthus in BHB is almost certainly the use of this invasive plant as a landscape
element to cover a 5,000 square foot hillside in front of Coppermine Field House (across the
street). We had a brief discussion of whether Alex Jacobs, the owner of Coppermine, should be
contacted. Digging up and replacing the Miscanthus would be expensive. Perhaps there would
be grant funding for this?

Historic Preservation—Howdy Knipp said that the peninsula is the only part of Lake Roland
currently on the National Register of Historic Places. The historic sites he is currently exploring
are in different parts of the park. So, do we need a different NRHP number, or can we use the
existing site number?

Howdy showed some of the historic sites in the park to Dr. Kath Sterner of Towson University.
She said we need to prioritize documenting possible gravesites. She should be present to
supervise cleaning up the cemetery. If we clear the area, she can bring in ground-penetrating
radar to confirm gravesites.

Kath Sterner gave the go-ahead to clean up sites near the Purple Trail. The barn site could
eventually be opened to the public. There is also a well, with a hole about 6 feet deep. She
recommends filling the well with deadfall.



Paw Point— 787 tags so far.

Trails— Jeffrey said 90% of seasonal equipment maintenance is complete. Materials have been
purchased for summer projects. Planned work for the coming weekend includes grinding stumps
on the Nature Center trail and assisting Cromwell Valley Park in building an amphibian pond.

Recreation—On Sunday April 25 there will be a canoe instructional course. On June 26 Howdy
will lead a canoe trip to ID turtles. Jonathan said the summer schedule is available. We’ll be
doing more with canoes this summer.

Old Business:

Grants: Kurt said LRNC has received more than $60,000 in grants over the last 7 months. If
you find a grant opportunity, we now have the information and the language to apply for many
kinds of grants.

Kurt and Jeffrey wrote a grant request asking for $90,000 for trails from the State Highway

Administration. The grant would provide money for existing trail maintenance and new trail
construction. Kurt also wrote a new application for an Art on the Trail grant.

Final Announcements:
We are netting recently planted trees to help them survive the cicada invasion.

LRNC received 2 more Memorial Bench orders in the last 3 weeks. We also have 3 Memorial
Trees in the works.

The meeting adjourned at 7:08 pm.

Minutes taken by Peter Lev.



