

































































district may be associated with the history of local industries,
such as mining. The turnpike created a need for the services of a
blacksmith, 1like Aquilla Scott Senior, while local industries
generated a market for the 1labors of Scott's family and
descendants. Largely dependent on local whites for their income,
Scott family members were employed as laborers, hostelers,

laundresses, and domestics.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

The Scott Settlement is situated northwest of Baltimore at the
eastern end of a crescent of rolling hills on which the vegetation
has always been sparse and specialized. Surrounded by more fertile
countryside, these hills have been known as the Bare Hills since
the early eighteenth century. Here a thin layer of soil covers
rock formations of volcanic origin which lie close to the surface
(Marye 1955). Unusual mineral deposits, such as serpentine,
chromium, and copper, comprise a large part of this rock. These
minerals have proved valuable in a variety of ways. Chrome was used
for the manufacturing of pigments in paint; serpentine, a rare
green stone, was used for constructing buildings, such as the Bare
Hills School and the Mt. Vernon Place Methodist Church in downtown
Baltimore. The mining of copper here in the early days was
discontinued following the discovery and development of larger

deposits in the western states.

The Scott Settlement was established two centuries after the colony
of Maryland was founded in 1634. Early settlement in Baltimore
County, which was established in 1659, began elsewhere, along river
frontage in the eastern part of the county. There the tidal waters
could be used for transportation, and the colonists felt safe from

Indian attack.

When the danger of Indian attack lessened in the area north and
west of Baltimore by about 1710 (McGrain 1980), interest in
settlement as well as land speculation brought attention to the
project area. The land, except for the Bare Hills, was fertile and
attracted planters interested in exploiting the labor-intensive
tobacco economy made feasible by slaveholding. The Jones Falls,
which flows southward toward Baltimore through this region, has a
fall of 259 feet between the Piedmont and the Coastal Plain (Beirne
1982). By 1711 this river had attracted a grist mill (Hanson's
Mill) downstream from the project area and in 1722, Gardner's Mill
upstream (McGrain 1980:2). An Indian trail along the east bank of
the Jones Falls served as an early route into Baltimore City from
the north (Griffith 1794). Another Indian trail on the west bank
of the Jones Falls is said to have formed the basis for the route

of the Falls [Turnpike] Road (Haile 1986).

During the eighteenth century, the site of the Scott Settlement was
included in a 300 acre land grant named "Hector's Hopyard". The

22



man who received the grant in 1694 was Hector McLain, who called
himself a planter and lived in Baltimore County. McLain possessed
other holdings, the names of which indicate the speculative nature
of his investments: Hector's Fancy, Hector's Chance (Baltimore
County Wills). Whether he actually raised hops on this property
has not been ascertained. After his death, McLain's estate
inventory included two slaves and an indentured servant, a variety
of livestock, a quantity of tobacco, and various household goods
(Baltimore County Inventory Box 5:Folder 55).

Before Hector McLain died in 1722 he sold off the 300 acres of
Hector's Hopyard in two transactions: (Parcel 1) a one hundred acre
tract including the southeastern portion of the Hopyard; and
(Parcel 2) the remaining two hundred acres.

Parcel 1, a one hundred acre tract of Hector's Hopyard, was scld to
Jabez Murray, a carpenter of Baltimore County, at an unknown date.
After Murray's death this land was purchased by Hector Mcclan's
[sic] grandsons, Macclan Bailey and Jabez Bailey, in 1761 for a
total of 17 pounds (Baltimore County Deed Book B1:171). This
property was described as bounding on Morgan's Delight and Samuel's
Hope when it was sold in 1779 by the Bailey brothers to John Cockey
of Baltimore County for 900 pounds (Baltimore County Deed Book WG-
D:150). This reference indicates that Parcel 1 was located in the
southeastern portion of Hector's Hopyard. In the same year 1779,
John Cockey sold this 100 acres in Hector's Hopyard to William
Smith, a merchant in Baltimore City, for 6,000 pounds (Baltimore
County Deed Book WGD:194). This property seems to have been
outside the project area.

In 1702 Hector Macklane [sic] sold Parcel 2, the other 200 acres of
Hector's Hopyard "lying on Jone's [sic] Falls at a place called:
Little Brittain in (Baltimore) County, lying in furthermost side of
the said Hopyard from the Hills known by the name of the Bare
Hills" (Baltimore County Deed Book HW2:132). The buyer was James
Carroll of Baltimore County. A wealthy Irish-born gentleman,
Carroll owned many properties in Maryland (Baltimore County wWill

Book 19:791).

Carroll held the 200 acres in Hector's Hopyard for the rest of his
life. 1In his elaborate will, proved in 1729, James Carroll wrote:
"...my land called the Hopyard I bequeath to my cosins [sic] Edward
Tully and Michael Tully's two sons that is to say one half to
Edward (Tract A)...the other half to the aforesaid two sons (Tract
B)..." (Baltimore County Will Book 19:791).

It is assumed that Edward and Michael Tully were brothers. Michael
had two sons, also named Edward and Michael. Edward had a daughter
Eleanor, who married a planter named Jacob Young and had a son
Michael Young (Baltimore County Deed Book WG79:338). It is a
matter of record that Edward Tully Senior lived on his 100 acres of
the Hopyard, Tract A, during the 1730s (Baltimore County Deed Book
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BP:297), although he was unsure of the boundaries. 1In 1765 Tully
asked for a resurvey of the Hopyard and neighboring properties.

When Edward Tully died in 1780, he willed Tract A to his grandson
Michael Young, granting a life interest in the property to his
daughter and son-in-law, Eleanor and Jacob Young (Baltimore County
Deed Book WG 79:338). Eleanor Tully Young was a widow in 1803 when
she relinquished her life interest in two parcels of Tract A, which
included a mill and other buildings, to her son Michael Young
(Baltimore County Deed Book WG 79:338). The following day, Michael
Young deeded these two parcels, totalling 17 acres, to a group of
Baltimore businessmen who were developing what as to become the
Bellona Gunpowder Company (Baltimore County Deed book WG 79:341).

Tract B, the other 100 acres of James Carroll's Hopyard holdings
was inherited by Eleanor Young's two cousins, Edward and Michael
Tully. They sold Tract B to Eleanor's husband Jacob Young in 1742
for 60 pounds (Baltimore County Deed Book TBA:184). In 1746, Jacob
Young mortgaged parts of the Hopyard to two different men: Thomas
Sheriadine, 81 acres, and John Bozley, 19 acres (Baltimore County
Deed book TBE:324, 532). The mortgages were released in 1750
(Baltimore County Deed Book TRD:221), and in 1751 Jacob Young sold
Tract B to Ann Fishpaw for 70 pounds (Baltimore County Deed book TR
D:224). The Fishpaw family retained ownership of at least a
portion of this Hopyard acreage until 1801, when John Fishpaw also
deeded parcels to the organizers of the Bellona Gunpowder Company
(Baltimore County Deed Book WG 68:502).

During the ownership of the Tully-Young-Fishpaw families in the
eighteenth century, the site of the Scott Settlement was part of an
agricultural enterprise. Jacob Young was a tobacco planter. In
the mortgage documents of the 1740s, Jacob Young's possessions
included "40 hoggs [sic], 2 horses, 1 mare, 2 sheep, 1 servant man
named Jacob Frofield, 1 servant boy David Frofield, 35 barrels of
Indian corne [sic], all the crop of tobacco now on the dwelling
plantation, the wheat now growing, and all the pewter, brass, iron
potts [sic], 2 feather beds and furniture... (Baltimore County Deed

Book TBE:324).

Michael Young described himself as a yeoman (Baltimore County Deed
Book WG 79:338). In the 1798 Federal Assessment, he is listed as
the occupier and owner at the "Hopyard", in Middlesex Hundred, of
a one-story frame and log dwelling worth 60 dollars, dimensioned 40
x 15 feet, with an old one-story log kitchen 20 x 18 feet, and an
0ld one-story log stable (U.S.B.0.C. 1798. Michael Young owned six

slaves.

At one time the Young family may have lived on another property
they owned adjacent to the southern end of the Hopyard. It was
called Young's Delight. However, the Young family cemetery was
located within the Hopyard boundarie¥ in the section east of Falls

Road (Baltimore County Deed Book WG 185:275). Also located east of
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Falls [Turnpike] Road on the west bank of the Jones Fall were mill
buildings owned by the Young family (Baltimore County Deed Book WG

79:338).

At the time of his death, Michael Young owned approximately 204
acres in the Hopyard (Baltimore County Circuit Court Records WG
4:67). David Stewart, the trustee appointed to settle his estate,
stated that the tract could not be divided equitably among the nine
heirs and recommended sale of the property as two lots of unequal
size. The lots would be divided by Falls [Turnpike] Road, which
crossed the southwest corner of the Hopyard, leading away from
Baltimore in a northwesterly direction. The smaller of the two
lots was a triangular plot within which lay the future site of the

Scott Settlement.

In March 1826, Stewart described the Young tract in the court

documents: "...the land is not susceptible of much cultivation, and
yet is exceedingly valuable from the quantity of chrome with which
it abounds..." (Baltimore County Court Records WG 4:67).

The value of the chrome deposits in the Bare Hills area had been
recognized ¢.1810 by Isaac Tyson, the son of a wealthy Quaker
merchant miller, who had been educated in geclogy in Europe (Fisher
1981). He identified chromium in specimens of the local serpentine
rock. The metal, discovered in 1797 by a French chemist named
Vauquelin, was useful in the manufacturing of pigments for paint
(Anonymous 1946). Isaac Tyson began mining for chromite ore in the
Bare Hills area as early as 1811 (Fisher 1981). He developed a
family fortune through the mining and refining of chromium, copper
and iron. Tyson founded the Baltimore Chrome Works and controlled
the world chrome market between 1828 and 1850.

The auction of Michael Young's holdings in Hector's Hopyard, two
plots of 194-1/2 acres and 30-1/4 acres respectively, took place on
September 7, 1826. James Beatty of the Bellona Gunpowder Company
of Maryland bought the larger plot east of Falls [Turnpike] Road
for $10.00 an acre (Baltimore County Circuit Court Records Book WG

4:67) .

The 30 and 1/4 acre parcel on the west side of Falls [Turnpike]
Road included the future site of the Scott Settlement. David
Stewart reported that he could not have gotten more than $15.00 for
it, presumably per acre. Since this was much lower than the real
value, he withdrew the parcel from sale on September 7 (Baltimore
County Circuit Court Records Book WG 4:67). On November 16, 1826,
the 30-1/4 acre parcel was sold to Johnza Hook for $16.25 per acre,
a total of $491.56. He is listed as paying $500.00 in the deed
(Baltimore County Deed Book WG 186:287).

Johnza Hook, born in 1796, was the ninth of ten children of Rudolph
Hook II (Hook 1986). Rudolph II and his three brothers, Federick,
Conrad, and Jacob of Rudolph, were sons of Rudolph Hook I. The
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Hook family lived in the Bare Hills area, having bought among other

properties a land grant known as "Bosley's Adventure", to the
northwest of Hector's Hopyard, in 1789 (Baltimore County Deed book
WC DD:335). This land grant was located on the north side of 01d

Pimlico Road west of Falls Road. Johnza Hook, a bachelor, made his
home there with his brother Rudolph Hook III. Johnza continued to
live there until his death in 1880 (Hook 1986).

The Hook family had various interests in the mining and other
industries in the area. Family members leased some of their land
to Isaac Tyson for mining rights in 1858 (Baltimore County Deed
Book 22:114). Rudolph Hook possessed lime kilns on his land. One
family member, Richard Hook, a millwright who boarded with the
Fishpaw family while working for the Bellona Gunpowder Company, was
later a sheriff and owner of the Rockland Print Works from 1855-

1857 (Hook 1986; Thomas 1978).

It seems likely that Johnza Hook purchased the land in Hector's
Hopyard as an investment. In addition to mineral rights which
could be leased, the property possessed a frontage on Falls
[Turnpike] Road, the only route into Baltimore from the area which
had an improved roadbed. By 1828 when Johnza Hook purchased the
property, this section of Falls [Turnpike] Road would have been
used by farmers hauling produce and driving stock to Baltimore from
the north. Also the route would have been used by heavy wagons
loaded with building stone and crushed stone from the Bare Hills
quarries and by the Bellona Gunpowder Company for transporting
gunpowder and supplies. The gunpowder works were reached by an
access road which joined the Falls [Turnpike] Road across from the
Scott Settlement. Other users of the route were customers
traveling to the Rockland Grist Mill upstream, Richard Caton's
limekiln to the north, and the Wright family's bleachery, also a
short distance to the north (McGrain 1980).

In fact, Falls [Turnpike] Road had been created by Jones Falls
Valley entrepreneurs and farmers who desired a good route to and
from Baltimore for their supplies and products. In 1790, a group
of seven men who owned mills on the Jones Falls were authorized to
lay out a turnpike road along the Falls to Baltimore Town (Thomas
1978). This project did not succeed. In 1805 the Falls Turnpike
Road Company was chartered as one of the first four private
companies in Baltimore County, after the county gave up operation
of the Reistertown, York, and Frederick turnpikes.

The motto of the Falls Turnpike Road Company was "Difficulties Made
Easy", their logo a Conestoga wagon being hauled over a stone
bridge by a team of horses with a whip-wielding teamster
(Hollifield ¢.1980). The route was to be laid out "as near the
Falls as practicable for a good road, over the Bare Hills...to the
crossroads near Richard Caton's limekiln" (Maryland 1804). The
route was revised in 1805 to produce an alignment that was
straighter, more economical to build and safer from flooding. By
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1807 the road was completed.

Falls [Turnpike] Road was the first road in the state to be built
without the use of convict labor and was constructed by northern
contractors (Graham 1982). The stone for the 24 feet wide road bed
was quarried within a half mile of the alignment and was applied in
a layer ten inches thick (Hollifield c¢.1980; Scott 1983). The cost
of construction was $7500 per mile (Scott 1983). By charging lower
tolls for wagons with wide wheels, the turnpike company hoped to
encourage the kind of traffic which would pack down the crushed

stone road surface.

John H. B. Latrobe, in his Picture of Baltimore, published in 1832,
described the turnpike in glowing terms: [it] "...passes over a
most romantic and beautiful route and makes one of the pleasantest
rides in the neighborhood of the city" (Latrobe 1832).

Because the Turnpike Company was never allowed to build to a
junction with the York Road nor to extend the toll road to
intersect with one leading to Hanover, Pennsylvania, the traffic
which passed in front of Johnza Hook's property consisted primarily
of short distance travelers who were not interested in overnight
accommodations, but might require supplies or wagon repairs
(Hollifield <¢.1980).

The oldest building in the district, the store building, Building
9, seems to relate to the turnpike in some commercial way.
According to local tradition this building is said to have served
as an inn or tavern at some time; however, there 1is no
documentation to substantiate this conjecture (Hollifield 1986).

Part of the building dates from the period of Johnza Hook's
ownership. On Slade's map of 1853 one structure is shown on Hook's
property, built close to the turnpike. The building is described in
a deed dated 1856 as a two-story frame house, belonging to Johnza
Hook and occupied by a tenant named Michael Wall (Baltimore County

Deed Book HMF 16:199).

The frame house is not likely to have been a tollhouse; the only
tollhouse on Falls [Turnpike] Road were located near North Avenue,
near Cold Spring Lane, and near 0ld Court Road, where Henry Ritter
kept a store as well as the tollgate (Hollifield ¢.1980).

The frame house described in 1856 was sold the next year with more
than two acres of land to John Hall for $1603.75 (Baltimore County
Deed book HMF 18:356), a price indicating a valuable property for
a country location. When it was resold to Conrad Dietzel in 1874
the price had risen to $2700.00 (Baltimore County Deed Book JP

88:66) .

On an 1876 map this building is labeled as a store belonging to C.
Dietzel (Hopkins 1876). Members of the Scott family recalled that
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prior to 1909, the store was operated by the Kastner family (Brown
1986). Later maps show this building with additions (Bromley 1898,

Bromley 1915). The building remains standing as a three—-part
dwelling on the north side of the intersection of Walnut Avenue and
Falls Road. The original three-bay house appears as the

easternmost part of this building.

The first parcel of land in the Hopyard to be sold by Johnza Hook
was a lot adjacent to the store building on the north. This site,
beside a well-traveled road, but some distance from other
development, was suitable for the establishment of a blacksmith's
shop. Johnza Hook deeded two acres in 1839 for $90.00 to a
blacksmith, who constructed at the rear of the 1lot a house
(Rogerson and Brown 1850s). On the Hopkins 1876 map, a blacksmith
shop is shown close to the turnpike north of the store building.
This shop is now demolished, but a house remains standing at the

rear of the lot (Brown 1986).

The blacksmith who purchased the two acre lot from Johnza Hook was
a remarkable black named Aquilla Scott Senior, whose descendants
still 1ive on the Scott tract and have bought additional parcels of

the Hopyard for their houses.

Family tradition traces the Scott family history in America to a
slave named Tobias, who saved the 1life of his master and as a
result, was rewarded with his freedom and a bonus (Brown 1986).
The rescue is said to have taken place on board a slave ship, and
the life he saved was that of the captain (Baltimore Evening Sun
1985). Tobias is thought to have landed in St. Mary's County,
Maryland, and to have settled there. "Scott" is assumed to have
been the surname of the master who freed Tobias (Scott 1983).

When the Indians were driven out of the Bare Hills area, some of
them relocated to St. Mary's County, and Tobias is thought to have
married one of the Indian women (Brown 1986) . There is some
uncertainty as to the number of generations between Tobias, the
freed slave, and Aquilla Scott Senior, the blacksmith, who was born
in Maryland in 1785 or 1795 (U.S.B.O.C. 1850) . The 1850 census
listed his age as fifty-five, but his birthdate as 1785. According
to family tradition as told to Gail Donovan, Aquilla Scott Senior's
father was a blacksmith named Tobias who lived in St. Mary's County
and who had bought his wife out of slavery (Donovan n.d.).
Aquilla's first name was James, but this name appears not to have

been used.

In the 1790 and 1800 censuses of St. Mary's County, Maryland, there
were no free black families named Scott, and of those heads of
households without surnames, no male named either Aquilla or James
(Callum 1981). Therefore it is likely that Aquilla's family had
removed from St. Mary's County by the time of his birth. But it
must be noted as well that the Scott family may simply have been
missed by the census takers or Aquilla's father may not have used

28



the Scott name and may have assumed a different first name, perhaps
Tobias as in the tradition. In any event, a minister named Aquilla
Scott is known to have baptized "colored children” in Harford

County, Maryland in 1824 (Keech 1824).

Baltimore County experienced a rapid growth in the number of free
black inhabitants between 1790, when there were 927 recorded, and
1830, when there were 17,888 (Wright 1971). By 1830 Aqualar [sic]
Scott was recorded in the U.S. Census as a free colored resident of
Baltimore County, with three males and two females under the age of
ten in his household, as well as two females between the ages of 36
and 55. Aquilla Scott Senior married a woman named Priscilla, born
in either 1790 or 1797 (U.S.B.O0.C. 1850, 1860).

Aquilla Scott Senior became a blacksmith, one of the few skilled
jobs besides barbering and caulking, which were available to free
blacks in the Baltimore area (Wright 1971). Blacks were said to
have been "unexcelled as horseshoers, and retained a considerable
share in the general trade of blacksmith” (Wright 1971:155).
According to family tradition, Aquilla learned his skills from his
blacksmith father, but where he practiced them before 1833 is not

known.

It is known that Aquilla and his family had settled in the vicinity
of the future Scott Settlement at least as early as 1833, when he
and four other "coloured people and descendants from Africa" were
nominated trustees of a 3/4-acre plot of ground on Bellona Avenue,
a gift from Elijah Fishpaw and his wife, intended for a church and
burying ground for the Bethel Episcopal Methodist Religious Society
(Scott 1983). This was the establishment of what is now St. John's
AME Church, Ruxton, a congregation which erected a meetinghouse,
parsonage and church hall on the Fishpaw grant. The second
meetinghouse on the site, constructed in 1886, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. Ownership of the church
property has rested with the Scott family since 1866 (Baltimore

County Deed Book GHL 51:134).

In 1839, when Aquilla Scott Senior became the owner of two acres of
Hector's Hopyard, the law in Maryland recognized the right of free
blacks to hold real estate and to pass it along to their legitimate
issue. In answer to a petition, the Maryland House Committee on
Grievances had made this clear in 1835 (Brackett 1969). This was
the beginning of a black community, the Scott Settlement, which has
endured for over one hundred fifty years.

The Scott Settlement is unusual in that the land was deeded not by
a former owner or his family, but by a white man who probably was
interested in the establishment of a blacksmith shop alongside his

own property.

The paramount importance of the church to the old black
communities, noted by James, was a primary factor in the location
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of the Scott family (James 1977). Aquilla Scott Senior was not
only a founding father of St. John's Church in Ruxton, listed on
the National Register in 1982, he was one of the ministers there.
According to his descendant, Marie Scott Brown, however, he never
lived in the stone parsonage on the church property. Moreover, the
date of construction of the parsonage has not been determined
(McGrain 1981). The Scott Settlement is within walking distance of
St. John's Church and was even closer before Jones Falls was dammed

to form Lake Roland in the 1850s.

Aquilla Scott Senior was probably untrained in the ministry (Brown
1986) . His name does not appear in the 1list of early local
preachers of the Baltimore African Methodist Episcopal Church, as
published in the denominational history (Payne 1891).

The original congregation of St. John's Church was made up of both
free blacks and slaves from the neighborhood (Brown 1986). As a
church, it was one of the few places available for these groups to
assemble in their free time. Aquilla Scott Senior was delivering
a sermon from the church pulpit when he died in 1858 (O'Donovan
1981). He was buried at the southwest corner of his property in
the Scott Settlement Historic District. The gravestone 1is
inscribed:
In Memorium
of
Rev'd Agquila Scott
Who
Passed away while
at prayer in the
Church below, to
join the Church
above, March 28th,
1858
Aged 74 years.

Aquilla Scott Senior built a house at the back of his property,
shown on the Stevens map of the 1850s. A small one-story house,
damaged by fire in the 1960s, presently stands in that location,
hidden by shrubbery. It is thought by the family to be the same
house built by Scott (Brown 1986; Trott 1986). The existing house,
Building 1, is known by the family to date from at least as early
as the 1860s, as it was the birthplace of Aquilla Scott Junior's

children in that decade.

The significance of the Aquilla Scott Senior house lies in the
rarity of survival of houses built in Maryland by free blacks in
the antebellum period. In his study of the houses of black
families in the southern counties of Maryland, George McDaniel
writes: "Also, only one surviving dwelling of an ante-bellum free
black family was located in southern Maryland, but it was built as
a post office and converted to a dwelling in the 1850's" (McDaniel
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1982). No other houses built by free blacks before the Civil War
in Maryland have been identified in the state inventory (Kurtze

1986) .

At the northern end of the row of Scott family houses on the west
side of Falls Road, north of Walnut Avenue, stands the Matthew
Yates Senior house, Building 3. This was the home of Matthew
Yates, a free black who married Aquilla Scott Senior's daughter
Ellen (Scott 1983). Listed as a laborer in the U.S. Census of 1850
and 1860, Matthew Yates' date of birth is listed variously as 1821,
1810, and 1830 in the census data gathered by a family member
(Scott 1983). Ellen, born in 1824, bore her first child at the age
of fifteen, and by the age of twenty-six was the mother of seven

(Scott 1983).

On January 6, 1848, Aquilla Scott Senior sold a quarter of an acre
of his 1land to Matthew Yates (Baltimore County Deed Book AWB
391:259). This lot formed the northern apex of the triangular two-
acre plot which Scott owned. At that time the Yates family

included six children (U.S.B.0.C. 1850).

The small, four-bay house at 6244 Falls Road, Building 3, is
centered on the Yates property frontage on Falls Road and seems to
be the house constructed by Matthew Yates Senior for his family.
It may date from before the Civil War. A map of the vicinity of
Baltimore, published by James J. Stephens during the 1850s from
surveys of Rogerson and Brown, shows a house labeled "Yates" in
this location (Rogerson and Brown 1850s). However, Slade's map
showing the proposed routes for bringing water from the Jones and
Gwynn's Falls and Patapsco River, dated 1853, does not show this
house, nor does it show the Aquilla Scott Senior house (Slade

1853).

Certainly by 1868, when Matthew Yates Junior built his house
alongside, this house had been occupied by his parents. In a court
settlement of the estate of Matthew Yates Senior in 1910, the
younger Matthew Yates testified: "In 1868 when the locality of this
property was thinly settled, my father and mother were desirous for
me to build a house near them, so that they might have the
protection of my presence...[and] I did build my house upon his
land..." (Baltimore County Circuit Court Records Book 231:290).
The court record also describes the relationship of the two houses:
"...[the parents] desired Matthew Yates Junior as their eldest son
to be their next neighbor..." (Baltimore County Circuit Court

Records Book 231:290).

Matthew Yates Senior died on June 9, 1906. His children had taken
care of him in his old age, and his unmarried daughters, Sophie of
Bare Hills and Priscilla of Washington, D.C., paid for repairs to
his house. Expenses included the following:

June 18, 1902,

Carpenter work by Lovell, $65.00
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June 18, 1902,
Lumber, $100.00

July 1902,
Plastering, $25.00

October 1905,
Putting floor in large kitchen, $9.69

January 1906,
Floor in summer kitchen, $2.50

May 1907,
Topping chimney, $5.00

August 1907,
Putting gutters on house, $5.00

September 1907,
Papering rooms, $8.00

(Baltimore County Circuit Court Records Book 231:290).

The summer kitchen mentioned in the account is thought to be the
small one-story outbuilding standing to the north of the Matthew

Yates Senior house.

Priscilla Yates occupied her father's house to keep it from
deteriorating from the time he died in 1906 until she purchased his
property for $1,000.00 in January 1911 (Baltimore County Circuit

Court Records Book 231:290).

Adjoining the Matthew Yates Senior house on the southeast is the
Matthew Yates Junior house, at 6242 Falls Road, Building 4. When
Matthew Yates Junior built his house next to his father's dwelling
in 1868, he was 26 years old (Scott 1983). His expectation at the
time of construction was that he would pay for building the house
and for taxes, and that he would be reimbursed for the value of the
house after the death of Matthew Yates Senior (Baltimore County
Circuit Court Records Book 231:290). In later years he described
himself as a farmer and a contractor. He married twice; his second
wife was named Annie. She testified in 1910 that her husband was
concerned about obtaining title to the land upon which his house
was built and that his father had promised that he would never sell
the land (Baltimore County Circuit Court Records Book 231:290).

Matthew Yates Junior, stated that he had expended $500.00 on
building and maintaining his house, which in 1906 had deteriorated
to a value he estimated at $300.00 (Baltimore County Circuit Court
Records Book 231:290). He was willing to settle for $100.00 as
compensation for the house when his father's estate was sold to his

sister Priscilla in 1911.
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As possibly the first of the Scott family houses built following
the Civil War, representing the third generation of the family to
construct dwellings in the Scott Settlement, the Matthew Yates
Junior house holds considerable interest. The scale of the house
is larger than the Matthew Yates Senior house next door. The
arrangement of the facade is different; although there are two
entrances and two windows, these two types of openings alternate
across the four-bay facade. Larger paned sash, with two—-over—two
lights, occupy the window openings. In the older houses, six-over-

six light sash were used.

Following his death in 1858, Aquilla Scott Senior was succeeded in
both his blacksmith and his church leadership position by his son,

Aquilla Scott Junior.

Aquilla Scott Senior died without making a will. After his death,
ten of his children conveyed to their mother, Priscilla Scott, all
of their interest in their father's two-acre property for her
lifetime. Thirty-one year old Agquilla Scott Junior was the only one
of the ten who wrote his signature (Baltimore County Deed Book
22:47). The third oldest of the seven Scott brothers, he had five
sisters. One of the sisters, Priscilla, was married to Lewis Bond
who was listed as a slave in the 1850 census, and also in deeds of
1858 and 1864 (Baltimore County Deed Book 22:47; Scott 1983).

By the age of 22, Aquilla Scott Junior seems to have taken over the
blacksmithing business of his father. He is listed in the census
of 1850 as blacksmith, living in the household of his father who 1is

identified as a laborer (Scott 1983).

According to family informants, Aquilla Scott Junior married a
pretty slave woman with blond hair named Anar or Honora Gough, who
he met while doing blacksmith work on a Chowan or Cuba Road estate
(Brown 1986; McGrain 1981; O'Donovan 1981). He bought her freedom
out of slavery for $50.00 to save her from mistreatment (Brown

1986) . Their six children were born between 1857 and 1872, a
period when, according to family tradition, the family was living
in the Aquilla Scott Senior house (Brown 1986). Although Anar

Scott did not read or write, her husband and the three children
found 1living at home by the 1880 censustaker were 1listed as

literate (Scott 1983).

Several Scott family men worked as blacksmiths (Scott 1983). The
blacksmith shop, now demolished, formerly stood at the southeast
corner of the Scott property and is shown on the 1898 Bromley map.

Aquilla Scott Junior succeeded financially in his work as a

blacksmith. In the 1860s, he was able to purchase real estate
which was closely linked with his family.

In 1864 Priscilla Scott, widow of Aquilla Scott Senior, died.
Aguilla Scott Junior then paid each of his nine sisters and
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brothers §72.72 for his or her share of the two acre parcel
belonging to their father (Baltimore County Deed Book JHL 42:76).
This included the land already deeded to the Yates family.

In 1865, for $800.00 Agquilla Scott Junior also bought the deed to
the land on which St. John's Church in Ruxton stands, where he
served as one of the ministers (Baltimore County Deed Book GHL

51:134).

Family tradition relates that Aquilla Scott Junior kept a carriage
and horses, building a carriage house, Building 2, north of the
Aquilla Scott Senior house (Brown 1986). This building is now used
as a Scott dwelling, incorporating several additions and

alterations.

Anar Scott died in 1892, and Priscilla Scott, known as Minnie, took
over housekeeping for her father, Aquilla Scott Junior (Brown
1986) . He made his home with Priscilla and her husband, John
Gardmon, at 6236 Falls Road, Building 7, which he deeded to her in
1894 for $200.00 (Baltimore County Deed Book LMB 208:70). In 1903
the Gardmons bought the Wright house, Building 15, south of Walnut
Avenue, and he lived there with them as well.

Four of the houses in the row along Falls Road northwest of Walnut
Avenue stand on lots designated by Aquilla Scott Junior for his
children. 1In his will, written in February 1892, Aquilla Scott
Junior provided that "...if any of the children that have bought
lots and have not finished paying for them at my death, they shall
pay for them according to agreement and get full right and title to
the same" (Baltimore County Will Index) .

Three of Aquilla Scott Junior's children acquired full right and
title to lots on May 24, 1894. Situated in a row, with fifth foot
frontage on Falls Road, these lots may be identified as follows:
6240 Falls Road, occupied by George A. Scott, the eldest son and a
coachman and hostler, Building 5; 6238 Falls Road, purchased by
Nathanial P. Scott, who died in 1895, Building 6; and 6236 Falls
Road, acquired by Priscilla Scott (Gardmon), Building 7. In his
will, Aquilla Scott Junior stipulated that: "At the death of their
mother the property shall be divided and not sold out of the
family. If either [sic] of the children should want to sell, he
must to one of the others. There is to be no disagreement as
regards the dividing of the property" (Baltimore County Will

Index) .

Aquilla Scott Junior died in 1906. His estate was finally settled
by court decree in 1908 (Baltimore County Circuit Court Records
Book 223:314). George A. Scott, his oldest son, bought the
property for $1250.00 and distributed the proceeds. The three
remaining children who had not bought lots in 1894 were each deeded
part of the Scott property in February 1910 (Baltimore County

Circuit Court Records Book 223:314).
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William W. Scott, a blacksmith, was deeded an irregular shaped lot
at the rear of 6240 Falls Road, near the west boundary of the Scott
Settlement Historic District. On this land stood Building 2, the
carriage house, built by Aquilla Scott Junior, which has been
converted into a dwelling (Baltimore County Deed Book 378:49).

James T. Scott, the youngest son, was listed as a laborer in the
1900 census (Scott 1983). He was singled out in his father's will
to receive his watch and gold chain, and at the death of his
mother, to receive the picture "The Village Blacksmith" (Baltimore
County Will Index). His share of the property was an irregular lot
at the southwest corner of the property, including Building 1, the
Aquilla Scott Senior house (Baltimore County Deed book 378:51).

Ellen A. Scott Moore, who had moved to Philadelphia, was deeded a
vacant lot at the southern end of the row of Scott houses on Falls
Road. Oon this lot she built the house at 6234 Falls Road (Brown
1986; Baltimore County Deed Book 378:47). This is where Marie
Scott Brown was born. Her father, William W. Scott, bought the
property from Ella Scott Moore in 1918 (Baltimore County Deed Book

WPC 506:259).

Priscilla Scott Gardmon's husband, Jochn came from Montgomery
County, Maryland. He was listed as a merchant in the U.S. Census
of 1900. Later he purchased land south of Walnut Avenue and
developed a truck gardening business, marketing his produce 1in
wagons and later in trucks to Baltimore (Brown 1986). He also
developed some of his real estate north of Walnut Avenue into house
lots, on which were erected houses for Scott family members.

With the help of his father-in-law and a brother-in-law, John
Gardmon was able in 1909 to buy the tract on which the store
building, Building 9, stands, a lot which extended westward to the
original boundary of the Johnza Hook property (Brown 1986;
Baltimore County Deed book WPC 349:91). He rented out the space in
the store building and divided the land on the north side of Walnut
Avenue southwest of the store building into house lots. On a plat
map drawn in 1912, the property deeded to John Gardmon in 1909 is
shown divided into eight lots, the store building standing on Lot

1 (Baltimore County Plat Map Book 4:18). The historic record
regarding the 1layout of Walnut Avenue and these 1lots is
inconsistent. Furthermore, the name of the street appears

variously in deed references as Gardmon Avenue or Altamont Avenue.
The name Gardmon may also be spelled Gardman.

Three of the houses now standing on the north side of Walnut Avenue
were built during the 1920s, utilizing lumber from the Church of
the Sacred Heart in Mount Washington, which was being dismantled
(Brown 1986). These three buildings are: The Dorothy Glover house,
1404 Walnut Avenue, Building 11; the John Barnes house, 1406 Walnut
Avenue, Building 12; and the Tyrone Smith House, 1408 Walnut Avenue
Building 13. The easternmost house, Building 11, was sold by John
Gardmon in 1935 (Baltimore County Deed book CWB 961:255). Building
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12 was sold by Gardmon to the Barneses in 1928 (Baltimore County
Deed Book WHM 659:50). Building 13 was sold by John Gardmon to
Edgar Scott Braxton in 1928 (Baltimore County Deed Book WHM

658:437) .

The westernmost house, the Eugene Warnock house, 1410 Walnut
Avenue, Building 14, was sold by John Gardmon in 1912 (Baltimore
County Deed Book 1725:574) and was constructed after 1915. The lot
is shown vacant on a property map of that year (Bromley 1915).
These latest houses in the Scott Settlement represent standard
designs of their period for modest vernacular dwellings.

Tn 1902 and 1903, John Gardmon acquired all the rest of Johnza
Hook's property to the south of Walnut Avenue, with the exception
of the Bare Hills house at 6222 Falls Road.

Four other houses in the Scott Settlement are located within the
bounds of this property: the Wright house, 6230 Falls Road,
Building 15; the William C. Jenkins house, 6214-16 Falls Road,
Building 16; the John H. Dorsey house, 6210-12 Falls Road, Building
17: and the Clarence E. Scott house, 1404 Gardman Avenue, Building

18.

Reached by a private road leading south from Walnut Avenue, the
Wright house, Building 15, stands behind the John H. Dorsey house,
Building 17, at 6210-12 Falls Road. The Wright house became the
home of members of the second and third generation of the Scott
family after John Gardmon purchased it in 1903. Aquilla Scott
Junior made his home there with John and Priscilla Scott Gardmon
until his death in 1906. Priscilla Scott Gardmon died in 1934.
John Gardmon remarried and lived in the Wright house until his

death in 1946.

The two-and-a-half story Wright house is of frame construction and
has an ell-shaped plan. Constructed some time between 1853 and

1877, the Wright house has recently been restored. Serpentine
stone is used as part of the random rubble stonework of the
foundation. The clapboard walls were, according to a family

member, discovered in good condition when wood shingles were
removed (Brown 1986). A well was located in the area sheltered by

the two sections of the house.

In a deed dated September 1, 1871, dJohnza Hook sold the Wright
house lot to his nephew, Thomas D. Hook (Baltimore County Deed Book
EHA 72:529). The Wright family purchased this property from the
estate of Johnza Hook's nephew in 1873 (Baltimore County Deed Book
EHA 79:518). It remained in the Wright family's possession until
John Gardmon purchased it and the surrounding three acres in 1903
(Baltimore County Deed Book WPC 266:328). The Wright family, also
in possession of the Bare Hills house from 1875 until 1901, were
owners of the Rockland Bleach Works upstream on the Jones Falls.
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During the occupancy by John Gardmon, the property around the
Wright house was used for agricultural purposes, especially for
growing vegetables and raising fruit trees. John Gardmon delivered
this produce to markets on the way to Baltimore, first by wagon and
eventually by truck (Brown 1986). John Gardmon willed the property
to his nieces, Dorothy Glover and Frances S. Brown. His second
wife, Hattie, relinquished her 1life interest in 1950 (Baltimore
County Deed Book 1852:145). The Scott family retained ownership of
the house until the mid-1980s (Brown 1986).

To the northwest of the Wright house are several small one-story
outbuildings. These buildings were used as stable, ice house, corn
house and garage (Brown 1986).

At the time of his death in 1880, Johnza Hook still owned 20 acres
of the 30 and 1/4 acre plot in Hector's Hopyard which he had
purchased in 1829. Ten acres had been sold to four different
individuals. Of the land north of Walnut Avenue, he had sold two
acres to Aquilla Scott Senior in 1839 at the northern end cof the
plot and over two acres to John Hall in 1857 containing the store

building.

South of Walnut Avenue, Johnza Hook had sold two acres to Dr.
Horatio Gates Jamison in 1856 and an adjoining 1/8 acre in 1857,
making up the Bare Hills house property with the addition of a 400
feet square parcel in 1870. With the sale of the Wright house
property of three acres to his nephew, Thomas D. Hook, in 1871,
Johnza Hook had disposed of approximately ten acres of Hector's
Hopyard.

The remaining 20 acre lot was located south of Walnut Avenue,
comprising the western and southern portions of that area, with
frontage on Falls Road. This plot was sold by the executor of
Johnza Hook's estate to his niece, Clara E. Hook, in 1881 for
$2,613.75 (Baltimore County Deed Book WMI 125:318). Access to the
western part of this property was provided via Walnut Avenue, which
had been opened as early as 1857 (Baltimore County Deed Book
18:356). Although this tract includes some steep sloping land to
the south, Johnza Hook may have used it for agricultural purposes.
John Gardmon, who purchased the 20 acres from Clara Hook in 1902,
used some of the land for truck gardens. The southern portion
became a real estate development known as Pleasant View.

At the northern end of the Falls road boundary of the 20 acre tract
are two identical duplex houses. These are the William C. Jenkins
house, 6214-16 Falls Road, Building 16, and the John H. Dorsey
house, 6210-12 Falls Road, Building 17. From map evidence, these
two houses appear to have been constructed before 1898 (Bromley
1898; 1915). The Hopkins map of 1876 shows two buildings of
unequal size at this location, which indicates that the present
buildings were constructed after 1876 and before 1898. This would
have been in the ownership period of the Hook family, either that
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of Johnza or of his niece, Clara, and suggests that they were built
for rental income.

John Gardmon continued to rent these properties out, not selling
them until the period of the Second World War. In 1941, John H.
Dorsey purchased Building 17, the southernmost of the two houses
and in 1945 bought an additional lot to the west (Baltimore County
Deed Book 1381:340).

The northernmost of the twin double houses, Building 16, was sold
by John Gardmon to William C. Jenkins in 1943 (Baltimore County
Deed Book RJS 1308:551). The northernmost half of this house was
sold in 1950 to Edward and Betty Williams (Baltimore County Deed
book 1911:296). 1In 1984, Betty Williams served as representative
of the estate of Rebecca Jenkins, deceased owner of the southern
half of the house. In a deed of that year, she transferred title
in the whole house to Susie Bishop and Betty Williams (Baltimore

County Deed Book 6878:49).

A 25-foot wide road for common use is platted between the two
houses, but does not seem to have been opened.

Thirteen years after John Gardmon subdivided his real estate north
of Walnut Avenue, he acquired a similar, but larger subdivision
plat. This plat, dated 1925, was for the southern portion of the
20 acres he purchased from Clara Hook in 1902 (Baltimore County
Plat Book 4:18, Baltimore County Deed book NBM 262-352). Until
1925, John Gardmon used part of the southern section of this hilly
land for grazing cattle and horses. On the northern portion,
closer to his house, he grew cantaloupes and watermelons. Fruit
trees, blueberry and blackberry bushes and vegetables also provided
produce for sale. With the use of hired help he sold the produce
at road-side stands to customers in surrounding areas (Turner 1960;

Brown 1991).

Some of the acreage remained woodland with a natural stream running
through the property. Dogwood and pine trees provided a haven for
deer, fox and many species of birds. Local tradition holds that
bird watchers from Baltimore City chose this area because of the
view from the hill and its quiet surroundings (Turner 1960, 1991).

By 1925 John Gardmon was 58 years old and ready to quit farming
(Scott 1983: Turner 1991). In October 1925 John Gardmon employed
Benjamin Green to survey the property and draw up a subdivision
plat. John Gardmon supervised the platting and named his new
subdivision, appropriately, "Pleasant View" (Turner 1960). The
Pleasant View subdivision consists of 52 lots, approximately 50' by
150' in size (Baltimore County Plat CWBJr 10:82). 1Its only access
from Falls Road is by a very steep 20'-wide road, Gardman Avenue.
This road was probably cut through in the 1930s.

Although John Gardmon obtained the plat of Pleasant View in 1925,
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he did not file it for record in the Baltimore County Court House
until October 1934. (Baltimore County Plat Book CWBJr 10:82). The
sale of the first lot in Pleasant View occurred on September 15,
1934. On that date John W. Gardmon and his wife, Priscilla A.
Gardmon, sold Lot 6 to Clarence E. Scott and his wife, Martha E.
Scott "for the sum of $5.00 and other good and valuable
considerations" (Baltimore County Deed Book CWBJr 941-197).

Clarence E. Scott, born in 1889 was the oldest son of Priscilla
Gardmon's brother, Nathanial Scott (Scott 1983). Clarence was
raised by his widowed mother, Esther in the Nathanial Scott house,
Building 6. As an adult Clarence was employed by the U.S. Post
Office in Baltimore City. In 1937 at age 48 Clarence built the
house on the Pleasant View hill at 1404 Gardman Avenue (Brown
1991). In 1949 Clarence E. Scott was one of the Trustees of Bt
John's AME Church, Ruxton, along with Aquilla Scott, Jr., Esther
Scott, Louis Scott, Louise Scott, Ethel Addison and Dorothy Glover
(Baltimore County Estate Papers Docket 11904).

The Clarence Scott house is located on the north side of Gardman
Avenue, one house from the corner of Gardman Avenue and Falls Road.
This is the first house known to have been built in the Pleasant
View subdivision (Turner 1991; Brown 1991). On February 9, 1983
Martha E. Scott, widow of Clarence E. Scott, deeded their house and
property in the Pleasant View neighborhood to Joan Case, Martha
Scott's grand niece. Joan Case continues to live in the house at
1404 Gardman Avenue (Baltimore County Deed Book 6492-849).

When John Gardmon died on May 17, 1946 he left an estate appraised
at $14,400.00 with personal property valued at $4,552.76. Many of
the lots in the Pleasant View subdivision were still in his name at
the time of his death. Although he agreed to the sale of various
parcels during his lifetime, many were not officially transferred
to the new owners. Some deeds of sale were simply not recorded,
while some were never executed (Baltimore County Estate Papers
Docket 11904). As a result, some confusion exists in the dates of

sale of the lots in Pleasant View.

During the settlement of John Gardmon's estate a "Notice to
Creditors" was published in The Union News, September 13, 1946,
stating that..."All persons having claims against the said estate
are hereby warned to exhibit same with the vouchers thereof, to the
subscriber on or before the 17th of February 1947..." Hattie
Cooper Gardmon, second wife of John Gardmon, was the subscriber and

executor of his will.

When John Gardmon died in 1946 Clarence E. Scott and Martha E.
Scott held the title to Lot 6. However, they did not hold the
title to their adjacent property, Lot 7. Hattie Gardmon initiated
a second deed of trust on April 16, 1949. The deed states that Lot
7 was paid for in full during John Gardmon's lifetime but "through
inadvertence no deed was ever executed." The "buildings and
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improvements thereupon erected" were included in the granting of
the deed (Baltimore County Deed Book 1747-112).

John Gardmon encouraged other members of the Scott family to
purchase lots in Pleasant View (Brown 1991). Mary Scott purchased
Lot 15 (Baltimore County Deed Book 1361-582) and Anna Scott was the
owner of Lot 17 (Baltimore County Deed Book 6132-631). Both lots
are located on the south side of Gardman Avenue. These lots were
eventually sold out of Scott ownership before houses were erected

on them.

Local tradition maintains that John Gardmon had many offers from
white buyers for his property but insisted on saving his land for
Negroes who did not have land available to them near the city

(Turner 1960). On June 29, 1945 G. Merger and Harriet S. Smith
from Baltimore City purchased Lots 45 and 46 in the Pleasant View
subdivision (Baltimore County Deed Book 1390-509). The next

recorded deeds of sale in Pleasant View were on June 11, 1946: John
A. and Lillian S. Gardner purchased Lots 43 and 44; Milton M. and
Mary Turner purchased Lots 4 and 5 (Baltimore County Deed Book

1465-138, 139).

John and Lillian Gardner built their house at 1404 Wiltwyck Avenue
in 1952. Theirs was the first house to be built out in John
Gardmon's "field." They were required to pay to have a gravel road
cut through from Gardman Avenue to their property at the southern
end of the subdivision. This road, Pleasant View Avenue, remained
a gravel road until it was paved with asphalt in the late 1950s

(Gardner 1991).

The Pleasant View neighborhood exists today an integrated community
of 24 owner-built houses high on a hill above Falls Road. It is
accessible by vehicles only by the steep and narrow Gardman Avenue.
It is important in its close ties with the Scott Settlement
Historic District and as a compact, cohesive site which sheds light
on significant social/racial patterns of history in our own
century. The Clarence Scott house stands prominently on the hill
to the right on entering the subdivision. As a house owned and
built by a fourth generation member of the Scott family, it is
important in providing a continuum of architecture in a family
settlement founded by a free black minister and blacksmith before

the Civil War.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES:
X See continuation sheet

PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS)
X N/A
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property:

USGS quad: Cockeysville, MD. 39076-D6-TF-024 DMA 5662 I NW
UTM References: Not completed

Verbal Boundary Description: (refer to map)

Boundary Justification:

The site boundary for the Scott Settlement Historic District has
been drawn to include each of the contributing components, yet not
sacrificing a significant level of integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association presently
attributable to the property. As a matter of convenience, existing
parcel 1lines have been used to assemble a contiguous area
consistent with terse objectives.

11. FORM PREPARED BY
Susan E. Cook

1845 01d Annapolis Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
May 9, 1991

(301) 757-3229
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MHT Inventory No.:

MHT Computer No.:

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Scott Settlement Historic District

Other Names: Bare Hills; Hector's Hopyard; Lake Roland;
Pleasant View Neighborhood

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: Falls Road (Maryland Route #25) 6210-6244
Walnut Avenue 1406-1410
Gardman Avenue 1404

City, Town: Baltimore

State: MD County: Baltimore, 005 Zip Code: 21209

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership: Private

Category: Historic District

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A

Number of resources within property: 24

Contributing Noncentributing
18 6 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
18 6 Total

Number previously listed in the National Register: 0
4. OWNERSHIP
X This resource has 50 or fewer owners.

X See continuation sheet with lot#'s and owners' mailing
addresses.
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