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A Tropical Storm Lea s Its Mark 
Once , Tropical Storrri Agnes set Even so; many low-lying were the victims· who are dead or 

her coµrse, there was little Mary- were inundated -by as much _ missing because of the storm. Most 
land - and the rest of the mid- feet of water dme primarily t tragic, of course, were the three 

·._ Atlantic .could do to avoid her fury. persistence of the rainfall an y-0ung children found in -a flooded 
The steady, pounding rain and high water table left from e ces- car at Ruxton and Falls roads. · 
gusty winds accounted for more Again, how does a _ victimized - than the normal death and destruc- sive precipitation this spring. Mo­

torists who rely _ daily on the community prepare for a storm of 
of Agnes's force? The Legislature 

tion witnessed during other seve_re 
storms in the recent past. In fact, Falls expressway an<l · par 
the_ force felt by Metropolitan Bal- Reisterstown noad found 
timor~ and Washingtor:i _ brought closed over· long stretches. Th in­
new experiences for soggy citizens w~rdbound became an army o late 
caught in Agnes's path. The Lake - clock punchers. 
Roland Dam northwest of the city Throughout the storm, s ate, 
threatened to sp111 over and turn city and county emergency c ews 

- the· Jones Falls Valley into a sea. worked overtime to help tho e in 
Residents were quickly · evacuated need. During one 2-hour span the 
,by ·_ ·police and public works offi- utility company had reinst lled 

i cia1s. Similar _ evacuations became service for 30,000 subscribers who 
necessary in Montgomery county reported power blackouts. For 
wh~n two other dams jeopardized those and other efforts, the co u­
residents. nity is indeed grateful. Not sol cky 

may have had a partial answer 
last session. But the bill, which 
would have restricted building on 
Maryland's flood plains, went down 
to defeat. The flood plains are 
natural drainage areas that catch 
the run-off of overflowing rivers, 
streams and creeks, which caused 
much of yesterday's damage. With 
new evidence now supporting the· 
need for some so1t of , flood control, 
maybe the proposal will have a 
better chance next session. 




